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PREFACE. 



On the subject of the following Treatise 
there is, confessedly, a paucity of publications. 
While works are daily issuing from the press, 
treating of almost every other subject connected 
with Religion, few issue from it that even in- 
directly treat of this. And those that are al- 
ready in existence, being principally the works 
of old divines, are, from their antiquated style, 
ill adapted to general circulation and usefulness 
in the present day. But the subject is not 
only one which is interesting to all, but one 
which pious persons, especially, feel to be so ; 
as they evidence by the attention with which 
they listen to discourses, a\v\ V\\fc x^&vevssss* 



PREFACE. 

with which they enter into conversation, on it. 
Treatises on the subject of Temptation, there- 
fore, it has long struck the Author, are loudly 
called for. To supply, in part, what he thus 
conceives to be demanded, he has committed 
to the public the following pages. Should they 
be instrumental in fortifying any against the 
devices of Satan, he will deem himself amply 
rewarded for all the labour they have cost him. 
And in order that they may promote this ob- 
ject, he now leaves them with the providence 
and grace of God. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

To temptation, it is evident, there are attached, 
by different classes of persons, both very great 
importance, and very little. Some persons assign 
to it an almost unlimited influence over their 
animal spirits, the disposition of their enemies to- 
wards them, and their own purposes and re- 
solves ; for every instance of depression they suf- 
fer, every intrigue affecting their reputation, to 
which they are subject, and every dereliction 
with which they are chargeable, they attribute 
to the devices of Satan : so that, from their pro- 
fessions and conduct, it would appear, that the 
being that has by far the greatest power over our 
character and happiness, is, "the wicked one" 
Others, however, and these, too, by no means de- 
spisers of spiritual religion, in practice at least, 
almost deny its very existence. As ihow^. ^cv^ 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

thought it inconsistent with the principles of God's 
moral government, and with a particular provi- 
dence, that a wicked spirit should be permitted 
to seduce men from their allegiance to their Crea- 
tor, and, by stirring up against them the spirit of 
their enemies, and operating on their own spirits, 
to make a direct attack on the happiness of the 
children of God ; in the measures they adopt for 
preserving consistency of character, and promot- 
ing personal enjoyment, they never appear to con- 
template means of defence against temptation. 
This light estimate of temptation in this class of 
persons may, no doubt, in part, be accounted for by 
the great importance that is attached to it by the 
other. We are all apt to be governed by the in- 
fluence, or, it may be, the abuse of a thing, rar 
ther than by its merits or use. Thus, seeing 
men of superstitious temperament, or, as is fre- 
quently the case, of lax principles, attribute every 
thing they either suffer or commit, to causes 
extraneous to themselves, when causes within 
themselves might be assigned with much greater 
propriety; we can easily conceive of persons, in 
a sort of disgust, denying the existence of these 
causes altogether. 



INTRODUCTION. V 

Whether or not there exists a superhuman 
influence or agency, understood by the term 
temptation, aud, if it do exist, what it really 
is, it is of importance for us to know ; for, 
if it do not exist, we may spare ourselves any 
apprehensions respecting it ; but, if it do, we 
may, by a knowledge of the fact of its exist- 
ence, and of its power and extent, and mode 
of operation, proceed to fortify ourselves against 
it. Ignorance of any evil disqualifies us for 
meeting it. For meeting the evil in question, 
ignorance deplorably disqualifies us. For if Sa- 
tan be ever watching opportunities of obtaining 
an advantage over us, and we be ignorant of or 
disbelieve the fact, and thus have recourse to 
no measures for defeating him, he will, in all 
probability, easily, and at his pleasure, prevail 
over us. 

Now, without attaching to it the importance 
which some attach to it, — making it the cause 
of most of the unhappiness we suffer, as well 
as of the sins we commit, it is the object of 
the following pages to show — that there really 
does exist an influence, or agency, known by 
the designation temptation, — to describe its real 
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8 INSTANCES OF TEMPTATION. 

unto Satan, Whence comest thou ? Then Satan 
answered the Lord, and said, From going to and 
fro in the earth, and from walking up and down 
in it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is none like 
him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil ? Then 
Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job 
fear God for nought ? Hast thou not made an 
hedge about him, and about his house, and about 
all that he hath on every side ? Thou hast bles- 
sed the work of his hands, and his substance is 
increased in the land. But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse 
thee to thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan, 
Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only 
upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan 
went forth from the presence of the Lord." Job 
was both a godly and a prosperous man. Satan 
maintained that, while his prosperity was the re- 
ward of his godliness, his godliness was practised 
with a view to his prosperity; and, as well to 
prove the service which Job rendered to God to 
be selfish, as actually to suspend that service, he 
brought him into the greatest depth* gf adversity. 
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The next instance is that of Ahab. By be- 
coming a lying spirit in the mouth of his pro- 
phets, he induced Ahab to engage in an iniqui- 
tous war, where he perished in his wickedness. 
1 Kings xxii. 

The next instance is that of Joshua the high 
priest, which is recorded in the third chapter of 
the prophecies of Zechariah. " Then he showed 
me," says the prophet, " Joshua the high priest, 
standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him," or to be 
his adversary : perhaps he was accusing him of 
some sin which he had indeed committed, but 
aggravating it, that, by means of despondency 
on account of it, he might induce him to commit 
other sins. 

The next instance of temptation we have on 
record is that of our blessed Lord. A very 
particular account of this we have in the fourth 
chapter of the gospel of Matthew ; and it is the 
following : " Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
And when he had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, he was afterwards an hungred. And 
when the tejppter came to him, he said, If thou 
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be the Son of God, command that these stones 
be made bread. But he answered and said, It 
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God. Then the devil taketh him up into the 
holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, and saith unto him, If thou be the Son 
of God, cast thyself down : for it is written, He 
shall give his angels charge concerning thee : 
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest 
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the 
devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glory of them ; and saith unto 
him, All these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith 
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan ; for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil 
leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and minis* 
tered unto him." 

Here is an attempt to seduce our Lord from 
his allegiance to his heavenly Father, jMf&everiugly 
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made, varied in its character, and pursued in 
circumstances in which he is ill qualified to rise 
superior to it. When foiled in one point, the 
tempter attacks him in another ; he employs as 
auxiliaries the cravings of appetite, and what he 
assumes to be the constitutional passions of the 
object of his attack ; and, till he is completely 
defeated, he does not depart from the contest. 
So well adapted were the means in this tempta- 
tion to accomplish their object, so skilfully were 
those means employed, and so anxiously and 
continuously was the success of them expected, 
that superiority to them cannot fail, through all 
succeeding ages, to be an example of a most in- 
fluential character. 

The next instance of temptation is that of 
Peter. The object of this temptation is the 
denial of his Lord. Of the approach of it, to- 
gether with the means by which its success was 
m part prevented, or its consequences in part 
averted, our Lord apprized Peter in the following 
impressive language : "And the Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you as wheat : but I have 
prayed for th«e, that thy faith fail not." LvikfeTJKft- 
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3 1, 32. The success that would attend it is pre- 
dicted in the connexion of this passage : — " And 
he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not 
crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny- 
that thou knowest me. " Verse 34. The success 
that did attend it is recorded in Matt. xxvi. 69 : 
" Now Peter sat without in the palace : and a 
damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast 
with Jesus of Galilee. But he denied before 
them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. 
And when he was gone out into the porch, 
another maid saw him, and said unto them that 
were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth. And again he denied with an oath, I 
do not know the man. And after a while came 
unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, 
Surely thou also art one of them ; for thy speech 
bewrayeth thee. Then began he to curse and to 
swear, saying, I know not the man. And imme- 
diately the cock crew. And Peter remembered 
the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before 
the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And 
he went out, and wept bitterly." 

The next instance of temptation is that of 
Judas. The sin of Judas was that^rf betraying 
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Christ Now this sin is attributed to satanic 
influence in express terms. Luke writes, (chap, 
xxii. verse 3, et seq.) " Then entered Satan into 
Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of 
the twelve. And he went his way, and com- 
muned with the chief priests and captains, how 
he might betray him unto them. And they were 
glad, and covenanted to give him money. And 
he promised, and sought opportunity to betray 
him unto them in the absence of the multitude." 
With a little more expressness as to the actual 
design of the possession of Judas by Satan, John 
records, (chap. xiii. verse 2,) " The devil put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to be- 
tray him." 

The next instance of temptation we have on 
record is that of Ananias and Sapphira. It is 
recorded in the fifth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles. Their sin was that of affirming that 
they had contributed the whole of the sum ob- 
tained by them, by the sale of a piece of land, to 
the common fund, raised in that day by the 
Christians who possessed property, for the relief 
of those who, through their profession of Chris- 
tianity, were Subjected to want, when the^j ta&. 

c 



i4 INSTANCES OF TEMPTATION. 

contributed but part of that sum ; and this sin 
Peter expressly attributes to satanic agency : 
" Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine 
heart to lie to the Holy Ghost ?* 

The only other instance of temptation we have 
on record is that of Paul. It is recorded in 
2 Cor. xii. 7, and is designated by him, " a thorn 
in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet 
him f and the object of it is declared by him to 
have been, "lest he should be exalted above mea- 
sure through the abundance of the revelations." 
By means of a false teacher at Corinth, Satan cor- 
rupted, and, to a certain extent, turned away 
from the faith, those that had believed, hoping 
thereby to shake Paul from his confidence inr 
God, and thus prepare him for the commission 
of grosser sins. While this temptation was per- 
mitted to succeed no further than merely to 
humble Paul, it was as painful and grievous to 
him as a thorn in his flesh, or his being bound to 
a stake ; for, if he could have devoted himself ta 
destruction, (Rom. ix. 3,) for his rebellious anti- 
unbelieving countrymen, what must he have suf- 
fered on account of an eminent church being 
perverted, and torn to pieces, by aiatee teacher? 
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The instrument of this temptation deriving his 
commission from Satan, as the apostle had de- 
rived his from the Lord, he is denominated, " the 
messenger of Satan ; * and by teaching lies and 
calumnies, he severely buffeted PauL 

In relation to temptation, there are such 
phrases and statements as the following : — " the 
fiery darts of the wicked :" — " the devices of 
§atan:" — " your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour:" 
" We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiri- 
tual wickedness in high places :" — " every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed :" — and such directions as the fol- 
lowing : " Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you :" — " after this manner pray ye, — Lead us not 
into temptation :* — " put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil." From these passages of Scrip- 
ture it appears, — 

First, That the grand tempter of men is Satan. 

Secondly, That the object of his temptation is 
to seduce them from their obedience to tassa 
Creator. 
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Thirdly, That, in some of the instances of his 
temptation, he has assumed a personal appear- 
ance, but in others he has tempted without such 
appearance. 

In the case of Eve, for example, he appeared 
in the serpent, — in the case of Job, he assumed, 
perhaps, the form of a saint of God, or an angel 
of light, — in the case of Joshua, he appeared, 
probably, in the form of the angel of the Lord, — 
and, in Jhe case of our Lord, if there were a per- 
sonal appearance to him, he very likely appeared 
as a human being. In the case of Ahab, and 
Peter, and Judas, and Ananias and Sapphira, and 
Paul, however, there was no personal appear- 
ance. But the temptation was as fatal or dis- 
tressing in the latter cases, as in the former ; 
whence we infer that it was not less real. Some 
of the statements and directions concerning 
temptation too, while they imply the presence of 
the tempter, imply the absence of a personal 
appearance. The apostle Peter so informs the 
Christians to whom he writes, that their adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about, as to 
intimate that they may not be aware of the fact, 
till they are actually being devoured by him; 
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which is incompatible with a personal appear- 
ance. Paul informs the Ephesians, as a fact of 
which they were not aware, that they wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places; which he would not hare occasion to do, 
did they perceive their antagonists. In the di- 
rection of James — "Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you," while it is. implied that the devil 
is in. actual eon tact "with the persons to whom 
the direction is given, it is also implied that they 
may be ignorant of the contact. And in his 
statement — "every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed," it is 
implied that a. mam may be constantly subject to 
satank influence, and yet be ignorant of it. 
. A personal appearance of Satan in temptation, 
then, is not essential to temptation ; and cer- 
tainly, under the present dispensation, or at least 
hi the present age, it is contrary to human expe- 
rience : were any one now to assert that he had 
witnessed a personal appearance of Satan> he 
would be either despised as an enthusiast, or 

c 3 
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pitied as a maniac. Does, then, temptation at pre- 
sent exist in the other form of it? The answer 
to be given to this question depends on that 
which can be given to another, — Does the New 
Testament contain instructions and precepts that 
are of perpetual application and obligation ? If 
it do, then temptation still exists ; for certain pas- 
sages are contained in it which are otherwise un- 
intelligible. We are commanded, for example, 
to pray — " Lead us not into temptation," we are 
said to " wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places," and are ex- 
horted to equip ourselves with armour suitable 
to the combating such adversaries. We are ex- 
horted to be sober and vigilant, on the ground 
that our adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
goeth about, seeking whom he may devour. We 
are commanded to resist Satan stedfast in the 
faith. We are commanded not to give place to 
the devil. 

Fourthly, That in every instance in which the 
tempter accomplishes in us his object, it is with 
our own consent. 
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The prayer which we are commanded to pre* 
sent — " Lead us not into temptation/' is not a 
prayer that we may not be led into the circum- 
stances of temptation ; we are in these already, 
and must necessarily remain in them ; for to be 
extricated from them, to use the expression of 
the apostle Paul, we must depart out of the 
world ; but it is a prayer that we may not be led 
into the actual yielding to temptation. Neither 
is it a prayer that God would not use direct in- 
fluence, to cause us to yield to temptation : it is 
contrary to his nature to use such influence as 
this; for as God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man. It is a canon of 
Scripture interpretation, and one which we must 
frequently use in reading the Scriptures, to attri- 
bute that to the permission of God, which is 
ascribed to his agency* According to this canon, 
then, this prayer is a prayer that God would not 
permit us to yield to temptation. The object of 
the prayer is preservation. The opposite to the 
realizing of this object is abandonment to our- 
selves. But if, under this abandonment, we 
actually yield to the tempter, it may, with the 
strictest propriety, still be said of us, that we are 
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tempted, being drawn away of our own lust. The 
prohibition — "give not place to the devil," while 
it implies that every instance of yielding to him 
is a personal act, implies also that it is a volun- 
tary act. Did Satan already possess a superi- 
ority over us, or could he, at his pleasure, and 
in defiance of us, acquire it, there would be no 
propriety in prohibiting our giving place to him. 
The injunction, and declaration of the effect of 
obeying it — " Resist .the devil, and he will flee 
from you," not only implies that, without our 
consent, Satan can obtain no advantage over us, 
but that, if so disposed, we may even obtain ad- 
vantage over him. The same truth is implied 
in the direction and statements, "Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the powei 
of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and, having done all, to stand. Stand, 
therefore, having your loins girt about with 
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tfath, and having on the breast-plate of righteous- 
ness ; and your feet shod with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace ; above all, taking the shield 
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the hel- 
met of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God : praying always with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance, and 
supplication for all saints." Eph. vi. 10. The de- 
claration of the apostle James, finding the same 
disposition in men in general, as was discovered ' 
by our first parents on being convicted of sin, to 
exculpate themselves, and cast the blame of their 
sins on others, positively asserts that hone are 
actually blameable in sinful actions but the sinner 
himself: "Every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. " And 
that it may exhibit in its true light man's volun- 
tariness, and, hence, his responsibility, in acts of 
«n, whatever influence may be employed to in- 
duce him to perform those acts, it proceeds to 
describe the process of the principles which lead 
to them : " Then, when lust hath conceived, it 
bringeth forth sin ; and sin, when it is finished.* 
bringeth forth death." 
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What thus appears to be inferrable from the 
statements concerning temptation, is strikingly 
exemplified in the instances of temptation. Here 
it is worthy of remark, — 

1. That Satan is seen to employ no means in 
order to cause men to sin, except those of en- 
ticement, or persuasion, or inducement by ade- 
quate motives. " The serpent beguiled Eve," says 
the apostle. We have seen how he beguiled her : 
" Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden ? Ye shall not surely die hi 
case you eat of it ; for God doth know that in 
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil." When Jesus was led up into the wil- 
derness to be tempted, he was merely enticed, or 
persuaded to commit sin. Satan endeavoured to 
cause Job to curse God, first, by depriving him of 
his possessions, and afflicting his body ; and, then, 
by inducing in him a belief, from his permitting 
him to be thus plundered and distressed, that 
God was unjust towards him. Ahab he deceives 
by means of false prophets. Joshua he accuses, 
either falsely, that he may excite him to ungod- 
ly anger, or justly, ttjat he may bring him into a 
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state of despondency, and hence, induce him, as 
the only portion of enjoyment that is reserved to 
him, to yield to unbridled indulgence. He is said 
to have desired to have Peter, that he might sift him 
as wheat ; but that this possession of him, if he 
had obtained it, amounted to nothing more than 
unrestrained access to him, and this sifting of 
him, if he had employed it, Was merely the em- 
ployment of a moral agency, in order to induce 
him to commit a particular sin, is evident from 
the influence by which Peter is to be prepared 
against him : this is a mora} influence, it is the 
exercise of faith ; " I have prayed for thee," says 
our Lord, « that thy faith fail not.* Faith in God 
preserves in the mind a sense of responsibility to 
God, and it is by the exercise of this principle* 
merely, that Peter is to be prepared for the fiery 
trial that is before him ; that trial, therefore, can; 
be nothing further than an attempt, by adequate' 
motives, to induce him practically to deny that 
responsibility. He is said to have entered into- 
Judas ; but in the account that is given of the 
sin committed by him in consequence of this pos- 
session of him by Satan, there is nothing said 
which, in the slightest degree, implies that the 
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province of his free agency was in the least in- 
vaded. He deliberately bargains with the chief 
priests to deliver Jesus into their hands ; he pa- 
tiently waits an opportunity for consummating his 
engagement ; by a sign previously agreed on, he 
betrays him into their hands : moreover, the act 
is characterized as one of enormous sin ; it is de- 
signated by Peter " iniquity," and " a transgression 
by which he fell, and went to his own place ;" 
which is inconsistent with any other view of it, 
than that of its being perfectly voluntary. He 
filled the hearts of Ananias and Sapphira to lie to 
the Holy Ghost : and one man fills the heart of 
another to perform any particular act, when he 
presents before him inducements to perform it, 
'which are deemed by him sufficient, and which 
are allowed to be operative ; but still, notwith- 
standing the influence thus exerted on him, he is 
considered to act perfectly voluntarily, and is 
hence responsible for the consequences of his 
action ; so in the case of them, their action is 
not coerced, it is therefore pronounced a sin 
against the Holy Ghost, and is, as such, visited 
with summary and awful judgment. It is worthy 
of remark, that at the same time that Peter attri- 
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butes the act to the influence of Satan, he attri- 
butes it also to their own device : "But Peter 
said, Ananias, Why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghost ? Why hast thou con- 
ceived this thing in thine heart ? Thou hast not 
lied unto men, but unto God. And Ananias 
hearing these words fell down, and gave up the 
ghost. And it was about the space of three 
hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was 
done, came in. Then Peter said unto her, How 
is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the 
Spirit of the Lord ? Then fell she down straight- 
way at his feet, and yielded up the ghost." Paul 
he attempts to remove from his confidence in 
God by no other means than distress of mind oc- 
casioned by outward circumstances. 

2. That in the instances wherein his temptation 
was successful, the persons required very little in- 
ducement to commit the sin, if they were not 
really inclined to commit it previously to their 
being tempted. It is not at all improbable that Eve 
felt the restraint of being debarred from the fruit 
of a particular tree to be irksome, and pined to 
be freed from it ; or, not comprehending why 
one tree alone should be preserved sacred, which* 
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to her observation, did not appear to possess any 
thing very peculiar, was anxious to know what 
really was its peculiarity ; and thus pining for de- 
liverance from restraint, and, anxious to possess 
the information which, from some unknown 
cause, was kept from her, it required but little 
exertion, to induce her to pluck the fruit and eat. 
The tempter had, in opposition to the command 
and denunciation of God, " Ye shall not eat of 
the tree : for in the day thou eatest thereof thoii 
shalt surely die," merely to tell her that she 
should not die, but, that in the day she might 
eat of it she should be as a god, knowing good 
and evil ; and she is immediately impressed with 
the goodness of the tree for food, its agreeable- 
ness to the sight, and its adaptation to impart wis- 
dom ; and takes of the fruit of it, and eats, and 
gives it also to her husband with her, and he eats, 
A>hab was prepared to go to the war in which he 
fell, before he was urged to it by the lying spirit 
in his prophets. This spirit, therefore, merely 
co-operated with, or gave its sanction to, the 
operations of his own spirit. Thus he proposes to 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, to go to the war, be- 
fore even he consults his prophets ; he is averse 
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to inquiring of a true prophet, from an apprehen- 
sion that he will dissuade him from the enter- 
prise ; and when, at the suggestion of the king 
pf Judah, he does inquire of him, he actually 
punishes him for the answer he gives him, that 
answer being of the character he had appre-> 
hended ! 1 Kings xxii. Judas is said to have 
betrayed Christ in consequence of the devil hav- 
ing entered into him ; but that the act was per- 
fectly congenial to his feelings, that he even me- 
ditated it previously to the devil's entering into 
him, and thus even tempted the devil, as it were, 
to enter into him, little attention to his history 
will prove to us. He was a man of unbounded 
avarice, and he carried the bag or purse of the 
society of which he was a member, — was their 
treasurer, and caterer, and almoner ; his propen- 
sity no doubt aspired after, and secured this office, 
as furnishing an opportunity for the indulgence of 
it. In the discharge of the duties of this office 
he is really accused of dishonesty — " He was a 
thief; and had the bag, and filched* (e/3<w*ra£c) 
what was put therein." It was this propensity 
which led him to express himself as he did con- 

# Vide Schleusncri Lexicon, in ^oct* 
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cerning an act of kindness performed by Mary 
the sister of Lazarus towards Jesus in anointing 
his feet with costly ointment : — " Why was not 
this ointment sold for three hundred pence, 
and given to the poor ? This he said," adds the 
historian, " not that he cared for the poor, but 
because he was a thief, and had the bag, and 
filched what was put therein." Rather than being 
poured on his master's feet, he wished it to be 
given to the disciples, ostensibly to be sold by 
them, and distributed in charity, but really that 
he might secrete it, or part of it. Knowing that 
the chief priests had long wished to apprehend 
Christ, but that, from his popularity, they had not 
yet been able to accomplish their purpose with 
safety to themselves, and supposing that, by serv- 
ing them in delivering him up to them, he might 
make considerable gain, he had no doubt fre- 
quently meditated delivering him up. He may 
have thought, indeed, that, in the event of deli- 
vering Christ up, he would rescue himself, and 
thus all the evil that would be sustained would 
be his own disgrace, which was to him nothing in 
comparison of thirty pieces of silver. Be this, 
however, as it may, he no doubt did frequently 
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think of the project, and it was while thus think- 
ing of it that Satan entered into him, and ripened 
his thoughts into a purpose. While he was think* 
ing of it, without reference to the result of the* 
act, Satan might himself suggest to him that 
Christ would, in the event of bis being delivered 
into the hands of the chief priests, escape from 
them, as he had doue heretofore, and this consi- 
deration may have determined him. However 
from the period of the devil's entering into him, 
he went his way, and communed with tbe chief 
priests and captains how he might betray him 
unto them. And they were glad, cpid covenanted 
to give him money. And he promised, and sought 
opportunity to betray him unto them, in the ab- 
sence of the multitude. 

Fifthly, That he tempts us to commit such 
sins as are most congenial to us. By nature all 
men are wholly corrupt: "The whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart is faint. From the sole 
of the foot even unto the head, there is no sound- 
ness in it ; but wounds, and bruises, and putrefy- 
ing sores." Again, the apostle declares that in 
himself— and, when describing his own state, he 
described equally the state of every uaU\\*V\£v*\\ — 
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that in himself there is no good thing. Our 
understanding is darkened — unable to discern the 
things of the Spirit of God ; oar judgment is per- 
verted — calls erfl good, and good evfl ; puts dark- 
ness for light, and light for darkness ; puts bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter; our memory is 
treacherous of the truth, and retentive chiefiy of 
error; our will is stubborn — says, "Who is the 
Lord, that I should fear him? and what profit is 
there if I should pray unto him ? "—our affections 
are polluted — desiring carnal things, when they 
ought to be set on things above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God : in fact, we are 
all as an unclean thing. We are wise to do evil, 
but to do good we have no knowledge. 

But while all men are thus totally depraved 
and corrupt, all men do not exhibit corruption to 
the same degree, nor in the same form. Some 
men, from the circumstances in which they are 
placed, or the education they have received, or 
the habits that have been formed in them, or the 
restraining providence of God, will exhibit much 
less depravity than others; and most men will 
exhibit a somewhat modified form of it. As one 
man has not an equal propensity to every species 
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of vice, neither does the same propensity exist in 
every man. In every man there is some one 
propensity which is more prevalent than others, 
and which is called in the word of God — "his 
easily besetting sin." In some men this is libidi- 
nousness, in others it is covetousness, in others 
it is malignity, in others it is gluttony or drunk- 
enness, in others it is pride, in others it is love of 
worldly pomp, in others it is love of domination, 
in others it is profaneness, in others it is distrust 
of God, or of the equitable adjustments of his 
providence. Now it is to the indulgence of this 
propensity that Satan generally tempts us. He 
does not tempt a libidinous man to defraud his 
neighbour of his property, nor a covetous man to 
indulge in sensual gratifications ; a proud man, 
or a man aspiring after worldly pomp or power, 
to wallow in the mire of dissipation, nor the man 
who has a taste for no higher joys than those of 
the indulgence of his appetites, to attain to pre- 
eminence above his fellow-men. Nor does he 
apply his temptations promiscuously. He tempts 
every man to that which, by his peculiar consti- 
tution or habit, is most agreeable to him. The 
libidinous man he tempts to gtalVfr} \v\s ta&&3 
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lusts; the covetous man, to overreach in his 
dealings, to defraud, and steal; the ambitious 
man, to strive after power and distinction; and 
the intemperate man, to indulge in excesses of 
eating and drinking. Eve was curious to know 
what could be the nature or qualities of that 
fruit which was so peremptorily denied her; he 
tempted her, therefore, to prove its qualities by 
plucking and eating it. Judas, as we have seen, 
was a covetous man, and a thief ; him he tempted 
to lay hold of, by any means, a sum of money. 
Ahab was ambitious and blood-thirsty; him he 
stimulated to war. As a rich man, and a man 
bound by the ties of friendship and of family, he 
expected, by the carrying off of his riches, aa4 
the alienating from him of his friends, and the 
slaying of his children, to corrupt Job; he at- 
tacked him in that way : from the richest man in 
the East, he made him the poorest! while enjoy- 
ing the comforts of a numerous family of children, 
he, by one act, made him childless! and his sur- 
viving wife and intimates, instead of pouring into 
his wounded mind the balm of consolation, he 
induced to upbraid him! Here, however, Satan 
was foiled ; for instead of inducing Job to curse 
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God to the face, he beheld him holding fast his. 
integrity. 

From this view of temptation it appears, that 
we can never yield to it without criminality. As 
the plea — "the serpent beguiled me, and I did 
eat," was rejected in the case of the first tempta- 
tion, so every similar plea will be rejected in all 
other cases of temptation. And as a curse was 
pronounced upon our first parents for yielding 
when tempted, so also will a curse be pronounced 
upon us, whenever we may yield. When he se- 
duces, or attempts to seduce, his intelligent crea- 
tures from their God, Satan commits sin which 
will be visited upon him ; but they equally com- 
mit sin, and equally subject themselves to pun- 
ishment, who listen to his solicitations, and revolt 
from their Creator. God has an indisputable 
claim to our supreme and perfect love and obe- 
dience, and from answering this claim no possible 
circumstances can exonerate us. The mountains 
shall depart, and the hills be removed, — heaven 
and earth shall pass away ; but there shall in no 
wise pass away one jot, or one tittle of the de- 
cree which pronounces — "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy mind, axv& *2\ ^ks| 
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soul, and all thy strength." The obligation, 
therefore, is absolute — to " resist the devil." 

From this view of temptation, also, it appears 
possible, and even highly probable, that much of 
the sin we commit is not even instigated by 
Satan. We have seen that it is congenial to our 
fallen nature to commit sin. " Out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fomir 
cations, thefts, false-witness, blasphemies." Matt, 
xv. 19. We do not, therefore, need any induce- 
ment from without to lead us to commit sin, — we 
have sufficient inducements within to lead us to 
commit it. It is, therefore, quite possible, and 
not at all improbable, if it be not absolutely cer- 
tain, that with many of the sins we commit, Satan 
has nothing whatever to do. Our own heart 
alone is guilty. This consideration, while it 
should not make us in the least degree less 
watchful of Satan, should make us constantly 
and jealously watchful of ourselves. From the 
deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of the 
heart, the man is pronounced in Scripture a fool 
that trusts it ; and no man that is in the smallest 
degree acquainted with his heart, ever does trust 
it. Every man who is acquainted witti his heart, 
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is constantly watching it, lest any lust should 
arise in it and draw him away. This guard over 
the heart we are expressly commanded to keep, 
and on the ground of the heart's being the seat of 
action, and, consequently, in cases of sin, its being 
the incentive to sin : " Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." 
Prov. iv. 23. 



CHAPTER II. 



THE CHARACTER OF THE TEMPTER. 

From the foregoing view of temptation, while it 
appears that we actually commit the sin, it ap- 
pears also that the sin is suggested to us, and in- 
stigated by Satan. With the character of Satan, 
therefore, as a tempter, or with the qualities pos- 
sessed by him tending to give effect to his tempt- 
ation, it is important that we become acquainted. 
With a view to imparting knowledge of Satan as 
the tempter of mankind, let it be observed that — 
Fir 8t 9 He possesses extensive knowledge and 
wisdom. Satan is a being of a superior order. 
Originally he was an angel of light, which order 
of beings is declared by implication to be supe- 
rior to that of man ; for man is said to have been 
made lower than the angels. And his apostacy 
from God, although it has impaired his moral 
power?, has not impaired those which are natural. 
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But, in addition to his capacity for acquiring it, 
he has had many and most favourable opportuni- 
ties for acquiring knowledge. Ever since his fall, 
which happened previously to the fell of man, 
and during the whole of his prior existence, he 
has had ample opportunities for investigating the 
character and works of God. The Scriptures, 
which make additional discoveries to those made 
by the works of creation, would appear to be 
open to his perusal: for, when tempting our 
Lord, he readily quoted them. " It is written," 
said the tempter, quoting from the 91st Psalm, 
" it is written, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee : and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone." Matt. iv. 6. — He can obtain 
information through the medium of the church : 
for, if to principalities and powers in heavenly 
places is made known, by the church, the mani- 
fold wisdom of God, (Eph. Hi. 10,) we cannot 
but suppose that to Satan it is also made known, 
in some degree at least, by the same instrument- 
ality. Moreover, God has occasionally made 
communications to him personally : as, in the 
cases of Job and Ahab. Thus it appears hotiv 
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that Satan is wonderfully capacitated for acquir- 
ing knowledge, and that he has been most ad- 
vantageously circumstanced for acquiring it. 
And that he has exerted this capacity, and im- 
proved these circumstances, is as evident as that 
he possesses the one, and is surrounded by the 
other ; — also that he knows how to apply to the 
greatest practical advantage, and does so apply 
it, the knowledge he has thus acquired, is as evi- 
dent as that he actually acquired it. The Scrip- 
tures speak of the " devices of Satan," of his 
" wiles," of his " depths ; " all which phrases im- 
ply that, from the means of information he pos- 
sesses, and the discoveries he has been enabled 
to make, he has formed a system of operation. — 
Again, terms are employed in Scripture to desig- 
nate him, which imply the existence in him of 
knowledge and wisdom in a pre-eminent degree. 
He is sometimes called a serpent ; — " that old 
serpent, the devil ; w which is not merely in allu- 
sion to his having employed that creature as an 
instrument by which to seduce our first parent 
from her fidelity to her Creator, but also, and 
principally, to set forth his wisdom. A serpent 
is proverbial for wisdom : hence, our Lord ex- 
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horts his disciples to be wise as serpents. His 
common appellation too — devil — implies the ex- 
istence in him of these qualities in a still higher 
degree : for it comes from a term (Aaipw) which 
is said properly to signify one that is wise, know- 
ing, or skilful. From the wickedness of the 
being who is called emphatically Aat/zwv, wicked 
spirits only are generally understood by the term : 
the term, however, still designates beings pos- 
sessed of knowledge and wisdom. 

Possessing such knowledge and wisdom, how 
well acquainted must Satan be with us, and how 
perfectly can he adapt his temptations to us? 
We do not, for a moment, suppose that Satan is 
acquainted with our thoughts and purposes, be- 
fore, in some way or other, we discover them to 
him. This is the sole prerogative of Jehovah. 
But although Satan does not know, with cer- 
tainty, what thoughts are being conceived by us, 
and what purposes are being formed, before, in 
some way or other, we discover them ; yet the 
very first and faintest discovery of them makes 
him -acquainted with them. He can as readily 
become acquainted with our tempers and incli- 
nations, and therefore ascertain what will excite 
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the one, and draw to itself the other.- But, by 
presenting to us certain objects, or by making to 
us certain suggestions, he has really the power 
of drawing out our minds, and thus eliciting our 
thoughts and purposes. With what suitableness, 
therefore, as to nature, with what seasonableness 
as to time, with what correctness as to opportu- 
nity or occasion, and with what power as to effect* 
oan he apply to us temptation ! 

Secondly, He is possessed of subtilty or cun- 
ning. This quality is directly attributed to him. 
** The serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty " 
— " The devil deceived the nations. 1 * And men- 
tion is made of the devices of Satan, and the 
wiles of the devil. He is said to transform him- 
self into an angel of light ; and the agency by 
which he works, or the agents which he employs, 
are called — " the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness of those who lie in wait to deceive." 

But we can point out many examples of the 
subtilty of Satan. Eve was beguiled by him, in 
defiance of her settled convictions ; and Peter 
was ensnared by him, in defiance of his solemn 
protestations. We have not unfrequently met 
with persons who have been drawn away by him, 
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in defiance both of their convictions, and their 
protestations, and their fears. Under the hand 
of God, they have been led to see the evil of sin, 
and to deplore the extent to which they have 
practised it ; and they have protested, that, should 
the dispensation under which they are suffering 
be removed from them, they would avoid the 
practice of it ; fearing, however, lest they should 
not have moral courage and grace enough to 
avoid the practice of sin, they have desired, and 
prayed, that the dispensation might not be re- 
moved. They have been raised up again ; but, 
instead of living a life of devotedness to God, 
they have sinned as thoughtlessly, and as egre- 
giously as ever! Have we not even experienced 
the subtilty of Satan ? Some of our wisest plans 
have been thwarted, and some, perhaps, of our 
holiest resolutions (at least, they appeared such 
to us at the time they were formed) have been 
broken, purely by the subtilty of Satan. In our 
meditated attacks on his government, he has out- 
witted us ; and, in our determinations to resist his 
influence, he has tripped up our heels ; and thus 
we have been pierced through with many sor- 
rows. 

e 3 
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Thirdly, He is possessed of diligence and 
watchfulness. — The diligence and watchfulness of 
Satan may be inferred from the existence of the 
same qualities in angels. That angels are con- 
stantly watching and attending the persons of the 
people of God, is evident from the fact, that they 
are so frequently introduced in the Scriptures as 
performing important offices about and for them. 
But they are said to be "all ministering spirits* 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation ;" which office requires watchful at- 
tention. " The angel of the Lord," it is said, 
" encampeth round about them that fear him" — 
is on guard about them, — is appointed to watch 
their persons. Again, to allay our fears, such 
guardianship is promised us : — " He shall give 
his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all 
thy ways." Now, for what purpose is this guard- 
ianship and ministry of angels ? Why do they 
so constantly attend our steps ? Why are they 
represented to us as a militant band, ready, should 
an occasion for it present itself, to engage in ac- 
tual conflict ? Why ? Why, but that there is 
another and an opposite power in existence and 
operation, against which all their efforts are in- 
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tended, principally, if not altogether, as a coun- 
teractive ? But, if the vigilant ministry of angels 
were not the consequence of the vigilant hostility 
of Satan, it would be an occasion of it. The 
enmity of Satan against God, and his determined 
and persevering opposition to his plans, would 
never suffer to remain undisturbed so powerful 
an auxiliary to the salvation of the saints, as the 
ministry of angels. Neither would he intermit 
nor relax his efforts to render ineffectual the 
offices of those messengers of mercy to aid and 
accelerate our progress to the heavenly world. 

Let us now turn to the direct and express evi- 
dences or proofs of the vigilance of Satan, as 
found in certain statements or precepts of Holy 
Writ. Satan, then, is said to "go about> seeking 
whom he may devour." And among the quali- 
ties recommended to us whereby to rise superior 
to his power, is that of vigilance : " Be sober, be 
vigilant : for your adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, goeth about, seeking whom he may de- 
vour:" thereby intimating that there is the same 
quality in him to be opposed by it Should any 
further proof be required of the vigilance and 
industry of Satan, it is found in our onsw ^x^cv.- 
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ence ; for whenever we are off our guard, he ob- 
tains an advantage over us. 

Fourthly, He is possessed of power. — As a 
spirit, Satan is necessarily possessed of power. 
Of the power of spirit we all know something 
from its power in man. Although man is vastly 
inferior in physical strength to many of the crea- 
tures of God, yet, not only can he perform feats 
of strength which they cannot perform, but he 
can, in defiance of their superior might, move 
and govern them at pleasure. But Satan is not 
only a spirit, but a pure spirit, or a spirit uncon- 
nected with a material body. Our spirits, we 
know, are frequently impeded in their operations 
by their connexion with our bodies ; just as the 
operation of fire, to which element spirit is some- 
times compared, is impeded by the intervention 
of incombustible matter. Satan is impeded in 
his operations by no such connexion. While the 
operations of our spirits, therefore, resemble the 
operation of fire on a pile, between the bulk of 
which and that element there is no affinity, the 
operations of Satan resemble that of the same 
element on a forest, raging, and extending at 
pleasure, as being fed with its own proper ali- 
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ment. Again, Satan is an angel, and therefore 
possessed of power. Of angels it is said, ex- 
pressly, that they " excel in strength." The vari- 
ous descriptions of them imply in them strength : 
— " thrones, — dominions, — principalities, — and 
powers." And many of the actions they have 
performed have called forth an exertion of supe- 
rior strength. That Satan by his apostacy has 
not been shorn of any of his strength, is evident 
from the fact, that the very descriptions which 
are applied to angels, and imply in them power, 
are applied to him in his apostacy. Devils, as 
well as angels, are described as principalities and 
powers : for, in the account of the victory which 
Christ achieved over the powers of darkness, it 
is said, that he " spoiled principalities and powers, 
and made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it." 

While such facts and considerations prove that 
Satan is possessed of extraordinary power, there 
are others which prove it much more directly. 
He is described as & prince; "the prince of this 
world" — " the prince of the power of the air :" — a 
working spirit; not only a spirit capable of 
mighty achievements, but a spirit in actual ope- 
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ration, exerting the power it possesses, and exert- 
ing it in a widely extended sphere ; " the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience : — a god! " the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them that believe not." He 
is represented as performing acts which call forth 
the exercise of amazing power : as breaking asun- 
der fetters and chains of iron : as, in the case of 
the demoniac, who had his dwelling among the 
tombs ; as bowing down a human being with 
disease : as, in the case of the woman whom our 
Lord healed on a Sabbath-day in the temple ; and 
as raising tempests in the air, and bringing down 
fire from heaven : as, in the case of Job ! With 
an enemy so formidable for power as this, what 
prospect of success have we in contending ? With 
our own powers, merely, we shall engage with 
him in a most unequal conflict. We cannot ap- 
pear against him with the least prospect of suc- 
cess, only as we secure the assistance of Him, 
who led forth to battle and to victory the armies 
of Israel. 

Fifthly, He is possessed of malice and cruelty. 
His malice is directed principally against God. 
Hurled by God from heaven, on account of his 
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pride and rebellion against him, and reserved in 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the 
great day, although convinced, as he must have 
been, of the rectitude of the punishment, he 
formed a purpose of resentment against him, 
which he has ever since unalterably adhered to, 
and which he manifests by opposing all his plans. 
But although God is the principal, he is not the 
exclusive, object of Satan's malice. It is directed 
against all who are devoted to God, and in a 
degree proportioned to that of their devotedness, 
or the measure of influence they have to render 
that devotedness beneficial. Thus the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whose meat it was -to do the will of his 
heavenly Father, he stimulated wicked men to 
crucify and slay. Of the prophets, who delivered 
unto men the mind of God, some he was the 
means of grossly maltreating, and others of kill- 
ing. Ih the same manner he exercised Jlis malice 
towards the apostles and primitive Christians. In 
all ages he has vented his malice against the 
people of God, by stirring up the rage of the 
wicked against them ; so that what was asserted 
as a fact in reference to Ishmael and Isaac, is 
true as a universal maxim : " They that are bom 
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after the flesh, persecute them that are born after 
the Spirit* 

The cruelty of Satan is exercised exclusively 
towards men ; for although God may be, and is, 
an object of his malice, he is not, neither can he 
be, an object of his cruelty. How consummately 
cruel do the descriptions of him contained in the 
Scriptures represent him to be! — "& roaring lion, 
seeking to devour? — " a murderer from the be- 
ginning! " And how painfully do facts recorded 
in Scripture confirm these descriptions! How 
mercilessly did he destroy, or cause to be carried 
away, the property of Job ; slay his children ; and 
afflict and torment his person ! How cruelly did 
he buffet Paul! And how ferociously did he, in 
the days of our Lord's personal ministry, lacerate 
many who were possessed by his influence! His 
malice towards the servants of God has been 
invariably accompanied by cruelty, and the in- 
stances of it to which we have already had occa- 
sion to refer, were especially characterized by it. 
Our Lord was not dispatched in the most ready 
and easy manner, but by a lingering, and ex- 
cruciating, and ignominious death: — He was 
crucified between two thieves! Of the Old Tes- 
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foment saints it is testified, that " some had trial 
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover, 
of bonds and imprisonment : they were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goat-skins ; being destitute, af- 
flicted, tormented; — they wandered in deserts, 
and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth !* 

Instances of the cruelty of Satan are to be 
found even among ourselves, and in our personal 
experience. To what are we to attribute many of 
the sufferings endured by the wounded spirit ? 
many of the desponding fears and terrible forebod- 
ings, experienced by convinced and penitent sin- 
ners ? and many of the perplexing doubts, and 
much of the horrible darkness of soul, by which 
the children of God have been, and still are visited ? 
Are they not attributable to the malice and cruelty 
of him, who, hating every trace of the image of 
God, determines to obliterate it ? who, because he 
cannot obliterate the trace of God's image, deter- 
mines to destroy the subject of it ? who, because 
he cannot destroy the subject of God's image, ma- 
liciously and unceasingly annoys him ? Are they 
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not all, to a greater or lesser extent, the acts of 
a being who takes a malignant delight in the suf- 
ferings of others ? 

Sixthly, He possesses very extensive influ- 
ence. From the preceding observations it appears 
that Satan is a most wonderful being. His un- 
derstanding is prodigious, his skill is consummate, 
his power, immense ! He is, however, still a crea- 
ture ; and, as a creature, he is confined to place.; 
As he cannot occupy two places at the same time, 
it is questionable whether he can tempt two souls- 
at the same time. But, if he cannot occupy two- 
places, personally, at the same time, he can, by hi* 
agents, occupy as many places as he wishes; 
he can also, by the same agents, tempt at the 
same time as many souls as he wishes. That Satan 
suffers no lack of agents, is evident from the fact, 
that he could, on a certain occasion, possess one 
soul with a multitude of them. The agency oc- 
cupying the man that had his dwelling among the 
tombs, Jesus asked, " What is thy name ? And 
he answered, saying, My name is Legion : for we 
are many." Mark v. 9. 

Who the agents of Satan are, whether angels, 
like himself, who kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation, and are reserved in ever- 
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lasting chains under darkness unto the judgment 
of the great day ; or wicked spirits that once, like 
ourselves, dwelt in bodies on the earth ; is a ques- 
tion that cannot be determined by us ; neither, 
indeed, is it important that it should be deter- 
mined by us. But, perhaps, they comprehend 
both : for it is not at all improbable that those 
who were employed by him here, so readily on 
their part, should still be employed by him there ; 
and the probability is the greater from the fact, 
that saints, after their departure from the body, 
are sometimes employed by God in offices con- 
nected with his church on earth : " And I John 
fell down to worship before the feet of the angel 
that showed me these things. Then saith he 
unto me, See thou do it not : for J am thy feU 
low-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, 
and of them that keep the sayings of this book." 
Rev. xxii. 8, 9. 

The influence of Satan, from his possessing so 
great a multitude of agents, is most widely ex- 
tended. By means of his agents, he is constantly 
going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and 
down in it; and wheresoever there is a human 
being, he is endeavouring to draw him off from 
his allegiance to his Creator. 



CHAPTER III. 



THE MODE OF TEMPTATION. 

From what we have seen of the character of the 
tempter, we conclude, necessarily, that his mode 
of tempting is exactly that which is most adapted 
to give his temptation effect. His sagacity will 
enable him to ascertain, not only the character of 
the temptation, but the season when it may be 
employed, and the means by which it may be 
carried on ; his vigilance will ascertain when that 
season exists, and where those means are to be 
found ; his subtilty will thwart the measures 
taken to resist him ; his power will give energy to 
an attack upon us, when his other qualtities would 
fail to do it ; his malice will give perseverance to 
all his designs upon us ; while the extent of his 
influence will leave none of us exempt from his 
attacks. In describing the manner in which Sa- 
tan tempts, we remark that, — 
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First, He presents the object of desire before 
us in the most impressive and captivating form. 
The impression produced upon us by any object, 
depends much on the aspect in which it is beheld 
by us, just as the effect of a painting on be- 
holders, depends much on the light in which they 
view it. Eve had, no doubt, frequently beheld 
the tree of knowledge before the temptation, but 
it does not appear to have made any impression 
upon her, more than had the other trees of the 
garden ; but, when the serpent suggested the 
goodness of the tree, the tree itself seemed to be 
more beautiful and desirable ; " good for food, 
and pleasant to the eyes. Accordingly, Satan 
attends much to the manner of presenting ob- 
jects before us. If he would have us commit 
any particular sin, he will never exhibit that sin 
in the light of God's law, but always in the light 
pf our own advantage. He will represent the 
commission of it as likely to promote our honour, 
our interest, or our personal gratification. Should 
a sense of shame in the person he is tempting, 
intervene between the temptation and the sin 
to which it is directed, he will ridicule that shame 
as pusillanimity and cowardice ; should the force 

f 3 
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of habit intervene, he will decry it as ignomi* 
nious vassallage, which ought to be despised and 
surmounted ; should the fear of God, he will 
persuade, either that there is no such being in 
existence as God, or, if there be, that, from igno- 
rance, or incapacity, or the comparative insignifi- 
cance of man, he takes no cognizance of human 
actions ; or, if he do take cognizance of them, 
that he is too merciful to punish human trans- 
gressions. God, he affirms, knows our frailties, 
and pities them ; " knows our frame, and remem- 
bers that we are dust ;" when, therefore, in con- 
sequence of these infirmities and frailties, we go 
astray from him, he is more ready to pardon us, 
than we are even to ask his forgiveness. In 
proof of such a disposition as this existing in 
God, he will most grossly misconstrue some of 
the merciful revelations of his character, which 
are contained in his word 5 as, " He delighteth 
in mercy ;" and some of his most gracious pro- 
mises ; as, M I will have mercy on their unrighte- 
ousness, and their sin and iniquity I will remem- 
ber no more." He will also bring forth, as 
examples of it, his repeated acts of forgiveness 
towards hi* people Israel in the wilderness, and- 
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his distinguishing favours to them, notwithstand- 
ing they so repeatedly and So egregiously sinned 
against him ; also his forgiveness of persons who 
had committed egregious sins ; as David, and 
Peter, and others. 

Secondly, He carefully watches, and readily 
seizes, the occasion of sin. An occasion has fre- 
quently made a man a drunkard, a thief, or a 
fornicator, when the design or expectation of be- 
coming such was the farthest from his thoughts. 
When David arose from off his bed, and walked 
upon the roof of the King's house, it is not at all 
improbable that it was for purposes of devotion, 
the purposes for which Peter assumed a similar 
situation at Joppa. But there an occasion of 
sin presented itself to him, and, instead of reso- 
lutely and at once rejecting it, he admitted it, 
and the sin itself followed ; and to cloak that sin, 
he committed another of a still more heinous 
character. Thus an evil eye led, at once, to the 
destruction of his own peace, the peace of his 
family, and that of his kingdom ; and brought re- 
proach upon religion, which it bears even to this 
day. " Cunningly devised occasions," observes 
an old divine, " are like the danger of a preci- 
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pice ; if a man be so foolish as to take up a stand 
there, a small push will throw him over, though 
a far greater might not harm him, if he were 
upon a level. It is Satan's cunning to draw a 
man within the reach of an occasion." 

Thirdly, He lays under contribution what- 
ever may prove an auxiliary to him. 

1. Evil company is a very powerful auxiliary 
to the designs of Satan. Even in the case of 
the believer, whose heart is established with 
grace, worldly and sinful society has a most per- 
nicious influence in deadening spiritual affec- 
tions, and thereby leading to worldly conformity. 
Hence, the urgency with which he is exhorted by 
the apostle to have none but necessary inter- 
course with such society. " Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what -fel- 
lowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? 
and what communion hath light with darkness ? 
and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ? 
Wherefore, come out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing." 2 Cor. vi. 14 — 17. Moreover, 
-the believer, when acting consistently, is de- 
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scribed as one that " walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sin- 
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.* 
Ps. i. 1. And, in common cases, worldly and 
sinful society leads to the commission of much 
direct and gross sin. We almost necessarily 
imitate the actions, whether good or had, that 
are constantly being performed in our presence. 
" He that walketh with wise men," says Solomon, 
" shall be wise." In like manner, he that walks 
with vicious men, will, in all probability, in time, 
become vicious. So true is it that one sinner 
destroys much good. How, therefore, he may 
turn evil society to his own account, Satan can 
be at no loss to know. 

2. Bodily afflictions and infirmities are an- 
other auxiliary to the designs of Satan. It is 
only when the grace of God accompanies afflic- 
tion, and supports under infirmity, that they yield 
to us the peaceable fruit of righteousness, or 
lead us to more devoted consecration to the 
service of God. In themselves they have a 
contrary tendency, exciting in us, as they often 
do, some of the worst passions of our nature. 
As the effect of affliction and bodily infirmities, 
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men frequently become peevish, and impatient, 
and morose, and rebellious against God, so as 
even to question the rectitude of his conduct 
towards them in thus visiting them. It has 
been frequently observed, and observed with a 
considerable degree of truth, that the operation 
of affliction on different persons, resembles the 
operation of fire on different substances— one it 
softens : as, wax ; and another it hardens : as, 
clay. Where affliction is accompanied by the 
grace of God, it softens the subject of it, and 
leads him nearer to God ; but where it is not 
accompanied by grace, it hardens him, and leads 
him farther from God. It is only dutiful chil- 
dren that bear the rod with patience ; rebellious 
children manifest a still more rebellious spirit 
under it. Hence, of the number of real con- 
verts, the very small proportion that received the 
word in the season of affliction. Hence, too, 
the infrequency of a man's being converted un- 
der the infirmities of old age. And is there not, 
hence, much plausibility in the remark of Satan 
to God, in reference to Job ? — was it not a re- 
mark founded on the general conduct of man- 
kind ? and was it any thing but the influence of 
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a principle, in the subject of it, superior to that 
which is possessed by men in general, that pre- 
Tented its being verified in him ? — " Put forth 
thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and 
he will curse thee to thy face." Such being the 
tendency of afflictions and infirmities, it is easily 
seen that Satan can make them subserve his pur- 
poses ; and, that he will so use them when he 
can do it, we may be certain. 

8. Satan can derive aid, in drawing us off 
from God, from prosperous circumstances. Few 
men know " how to abound ;" that is, how to 
conduct themselves with moderation and pro- 
priety in the midst of abundance. When we are 
in circumstances to minister with facility to our 
wants and fancies, we are apt to regard the pos- 
sessions which give us this facility as our sole 
dependence ; and when also our plans are gene- 
rally successful, we are apt ta attribute our suc- 
cess to our own foresight and skill. Thus we 
lose sight of Him, in whom we live, and move, 
and have our being, and by whose strength and 
wisdom we perform our enterprise, and obtain 
our success. This is so extensively exemplified 
by facts, that we need no other mode of proving 
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or illustrating it. When Jeshurun waxed fat, he 
kicked. When Solomon was surrounded with 
temporal prosperity, his heart was lifted up, and* 
he rebelled against God. And we have often 
witnessed the pernicious effect of prosperity on 
persons with whom we have been acquainted. 
While they had to rise up early, and sit up late, 
and labour with their hands, and eat the bread of 
carefulness, that they might provide things ho- 
nest in the sight of all men ; while the failure of 
one plan after another, reminded them that it 
was not to their own net and drag that they were 
to sacrifice and burn incense, nor to their own 
wisdom and foresight that they were to pay 
homage; while they were occasionally visited 
with the common calamities of humanity, they 
were humble, and teachable, and merciful, and 
pious : but when their circumstances were im- 
proved, and the calamities, and failures, and hard 
struggles, which visited others, escaped them, 
they became haughty, and self-complacent, and 
hard-hearted, and awfully forgetful of God ! From 
the known effect of prosperity on men in general, 
Agur deprecated it in reference to himself: " Give 
me not riches ; feed me with food convenient for 
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me : lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who 
is the Lord ? " Prov. xxx. 8, 9. And in such a 
deprecation can every one join, and does every 
one join, who knows his own heart, and is under 
the influence of correct principles. 

4. Beloved friends also may considerably aid 
the designs of Satan ; and, hence, are sometimes 
employed by him for this purpose. We some- 
times place that affection on them which we 
ought to place solely on God : they become our 
idols, and we, in our conduct towards them, are 
chargeable with idolatry in reference to them. 
We at other times yield to an influence they 
have over us, and exert (it may be unintention- 
ally on their part) to draw us aside from the path 
of duty. Not being themselves the decided and 
devoted servants of God, and, hence, not con- 
scientiously availing themselves of every oppor- 
tunity of serving him, they will sometimes intrude 
upon our purposes and seasons of serving him ; 
and their intrusions our affection for them pre- 
vents us from resisting. But there are some 
cases in which the influence they exert over us 
in this way, is intended by them. Here, how* 
ever, they prove themselves unworthy of our 
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regard for them, and most unworthily requite the 
expressions of it we give them. 

5. Our various trades and callings frequently 
become a snare to us ; for by means of them, 
we commit sins which we should not otherwise 
commit, and which, separately from them, we are 
not in the habit of committing. How frequently, 
for example, do men, in the pursuit of their avo- 
cations, exaggerate, equivocate, and lie ; detract, 
overreach, and defraud ; impose on ignorance, 
weakness, and poverty ; oppress, and maltreat : 
who, out of those avocations, so far from being 
addicted to such practices, even disdain them ! 
Our avocations generally thus become a snare 
to us ; but if there be any thing in them sinful 
in itself, or especially tending to sin, they en- 
snare us to a far greater extent. But while with 
many the sins of trade are confined to trade, 
there are multitudes who carry them beyond it. 
They first sacrifice principle in their commercial 
transactions, and this prepares them for sacri- 
ficing, and leads them to sacrifice it, in social 
intercourse. Thus, by means of trade, Satan 
not only makes them dishonourable tradesmen, 
but unworthy members of society. 
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Oh! to how alarming an extent has Satan cor- 
rupted the church by means of trade ! Not to 
mention the many cases in which, by successful 
speculations, he has induced professors to ex- 
change a more scriptural profession for a more 
fashionable one, and that for no profession at all ; 
and those in which, by unsuccessful specula- 
tions, he has induced irregular attendance on 
the means of grace, and, hence, utter neglect of 
them ; how little sympathy exists between the 
various members of the church ; how much dis- 
trust and suspicion is there in it ; how little 
effort to bring in those that are without ; how 
much calculation of cost before any instrument- 
ality is put into operation for the conversion of 
the world ; how great a propensity is there to 
expect, and estimate the success, according to 
the efforts made, and not according to the pro- 
mise and Spirit of God! The propagation of 
religion seems to be treated, not merely as a 
commercial speculation, but as an unpromising 
speculation : it is entered upon with reluctance, 
it is pursued with niggardliness, and, if there be 
not a speedy return, it is gradually or more 
speedily abandoned ! 
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6. But any object to which we are devoted 
may, in like manner, and does too, become a 
snare to as — whether it be literature, or science, 
or the arts, or patriotism, or the amelioration of 
the condition of our fellow-creatures. Although 
the subjects of Divine. grace, we are still in dan- 
ger of being ensnared by it. Our devotedness 
to that object leads us to attend to it, either at 
improper seasons, or ' with undue ardour ; and 
thus we either intrude on seasons which ought 
to be sacred to other and higher engagements ; 
or, at the arrival of those seasons, we bring to 
those engagements but divided, and enfeebled 
powers ; so that our attention to them is equally 
insufficient. Where is the Christian even that is not 
obliged to confess that, by some pursuit or other, 
allowable and even laudable, in itself, he has 
occasionally been induced to neglect, or make 
light of, the service of God? By the pursuit 
itself, therefore, Satan has gained an advantage 
over him. Hence the importance of modera- 
tion, even in praiseworthy practices. 
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TEMPTATIONS PECULIAR TO THE CHILDREN OF GOD, 
OR ESPECIALLY AFFECTING THEM. 

When we speak of temptations peculiar to the 
children of God, we do not wish it to be sup- 
posed that the children of God are not assailed 
by the temptations that are common to men in 
general Satan accosts the children of God 
with the same temptations with which he accosts 
the children of this world ; but with less fre- 
quency, because there is less probability of suc- 
cess—they having been renewed in the spirit of 
their minds, and thus feeling a dislike to sin in 
general as sin, and an abhorrence and dread of 
the more gross sins. And here Satan displays 
his sagacity in accommodating his temptations 
to the constitution and circumstances of those 
whom he is tempting. 

In some of the temptations with which Satan 
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attacks the children of God, his object is rather 
to annoy and distress, than corrupt. The ten- 
dency of the temptations is indeed to corrupt, as is 
the tendency of every temptation, and it is Satan's 
wish to corrupt by them ; but, from the little hope 
he has of corrupting, he aims rather .at annoying 
and distressing by them. In some cases, as he 
is well aware, he acts under the special permis- 
sion and vigilant control of God, when, whatever 
else he may be able to effect, he is certain that 
he will not be able to induce to commit sin. 
This was the case of the peculiar temptation of 
the apostle Paul, which he describes as " a thorn 
in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet 
him." Whatever this peculiar temptation was, 
it is certain that Paul was exercised by it by the 
special permission of God ; for he declares that 
" it was given to him ; " and that God permitted 
It for some very important purpose in connexion 
with his Christian character, and his work as an 
apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ ; for he further 
declares that this thorn in the flesh, this messen- 
ger of Satan to buffet him, was given him, " lest 
he should be exalted above measure through the 
abundance of the revelations!* Now a temptation 
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which God so especially superintended as he did 
this, and by which he so especially intended to 
promote the holiness and usefulness of the sub- 
ject of it, seems most unlikely to succeed in se- 
ducing to the commission of sin : but Paul is in 
effect assured of security against it, in the decla- 
ration made by the Lord in answer to his prayer 
for the removal of it from him, — that his grace 
was sufficient for him : moreover, the action of 
this temptation is described by Paul as buffeting, 
and hence the only effect of it would appear to 
be the . infliction of suffering. Now the know- 
ledge of Satan that he is permitted merely to 
buffet, — merely to harass and annoy, will lead 
him to aim principally at buffeting ; and, hence 
he will buffet the more continuously and the 
more severely. In other cases, if he be ac- 
quainted with the character of the persons he 
tempts, he must be certain, before he tempts 
them, that he will not succeed in inducing them 
to commit sin. This would be the case of his 
temptation of our Lord. If he knew that Jesus 
was the Son of God, and, from the readiness with 
which, in cases of persons possessed by him, he 
recognised him, even before he was ejected, it 
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is difficult to conceive that he could be ignorant 
of it ; his object in tempting him must have 
been solely to annoy and distress him. And 
this view of his temptation accords with the de- 
scription of his character, to which reference has 
already been made ; — " a roaring lion, going about, 
seeking whom he may devour." 

From the many temptations with which Satan 
assails the children of God in particular, the fol- 
lowing are selected as being some of the prin- 
cipal : — „ 

First, He tempts them to unbelief. Unbelief 
tooth suspends our enjoyments, and corrupts our 
character. It suspends our enjoyments by cut- 
ting off the channel through which they flow to 
us. All the enjoyments realized by us as Chris- 
tians, flow to us through the medium of faith. 
Our peace of conscience, resulting from an assur- 
ance of acceptance with God, flows through an 
implicit and abiding reliance on the Lord Jesus 
Christ for salvation ; the influence by which we 
subdue our disorderly passions, and thus realize 
inward tranquillity, flows through our yielding our- 
selves to God, in belief of, and obedience to, his 
command ; a sensible enjoyment of the Divine fa- 
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vour, which can be better conceived than expres- 
sed, and which is generally realized in the exer- 
ciser prayer, flows through our praying in faith ; 
ease respecting the affairs of this life, in seasons 
when our circumstances tend especially to pro- 
duce disquietude, flows through our casting all 
our cares on Him who careth for us ; and the 
high-born felicity of being enabled, with the 
apostle, to exclaim, " Now are we the sons of 
God,, and ' it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be ; but we know that when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he is ;" 
flows through our being able, by a spirit of adop- 
tion, which is a spirit of faith, to call God, " Abba, 
Father." By faith we realize all the promises 
which are 'recorded for our encouragement and 
support, and which are exactly suited to our cir- 
cumstances ; by faith we appropriate all the bless- 
ings of the New Covenant ; by faith we receive 
directly from the inexhaustible fulness of Christ, 
even grace for grace : so that, if, as it is some- 
times our privilege to do, we rejoice with a joy 
unspeakable, and full of glory, it is exclusively by 
the exercise of faith. How completely, then, 
must unbelief interrupt our enjoyments. 
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But unbelief corrupts our character, as well as 
suspends our enjoyments. It does this indirectly 9 
by discontinuing, as it necessarily must do, those 
gracious influences by which alone the purity of 
jour character is preserved. "It is not in man 
that walketh," we are informed, "to direct his 
steps ;" again, " the steps of a good man are or- 
dered by the Lord ;" but the influence which thus 
orders his steps is communicated through faith : 
hence the apostle affirms, " Thou standest by 
faith." If the influence whereby we preserve the 
purity of our character be thus communicated 
through faith, unbelief must necessarily discon- 
tinue it ; and when this influence is discontinued, 
we are secure against no species of corruption. 
Unbelief directly, and by itself, corrupts our cha- 
racter. The indulgence of it is in direct opposi- 
tion to the express command of God, and is thus 
a direct act of disobedience to him, and rebellion 
against him. God has expressly enjoined on us 
the exercise of implicit and constant faith in him ; 
every instance of unbelief, therefore, is an act of 
rebellion against him. It is the nature of all sin 
to corrupt the subject of it. 

We are, to a very considerable extent, prone to 
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unbelief ; and that too by the infirmity of our na- 
ture, and the depravity of our hearts. Faith is 
the abstraction of the mind from objects of sense, 
and the absorption of it in spiritual objects. It 
is well described by the apostle as the looking not 
at the things which are seen, which are temporal, 
but at the things which are unseen and eternal. 
But as creatures of sense, readily influenced by 
the objects that are around us, it requires mental 
and moral energy to abstract our minds, and fix ' 
them on spiritual and unseen objects, which we 
cannot always command. The spirit, indeed, is 
frequently willing to soar away to objects, and in 
regions congenial to its nature ; but the flesh, 
whose influence it cannot at all times surmount, pre- 
vents its flight. Hence, we so much more readily 
trust in an arm of flesh for protection, than in an 
almighty arm ; we so much more readily flee to 
human resources for comfort in distress, than to 
those which are Divine ; and we are so much more- 
anxious to lay up for ourselves treasures on earth, 
than treasures in heaven. This tendency of the 
infirmity of our nature is considerably strengthened 
or abetted by the depravity of our hearts. Faith, 
while it is a purely spiritual exercise, is a virtuous 
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act. It is a recognition of the authority of God 
over us, which, in our unrenewed condition, we, 
in the most unqualified manner, resist ; and even 
in our renewed condition, we do not universally 
submit to it, our renewal being but partial. The 
depravity which still remains in us, will frequently 
operate to the prevention of our implicit trust 
and confidence in God. 

Satan has thus a special inducement to tempt 
* us to unbelief. If he wish to annoy us, he can- 
not more effectually attain his object than by 
tempting us to the indulgence of this disposition, 
it depriving us, as we have seen it does, of our 
enjoyments ; if he wish to corrupt us, he can 
effect our corruption in the same way. And, 
from our propensities to unbelief, he tempts us 
with the greatest prospect of success. 

That Satan is influenced by the inducements 
thus existing to him to tempt the children of 
God to unbelief, is evident from the fact, that 
unbelief is the sin most frequently, and to the 
greatest length of time, committed by them. 
Unreasonable as their unbelief frequently appears 
even to themselves, after they have indulged it, 
they continue to indulge it, and in circumstances 
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similar to those in which, to their own convictions, 
their indulgence of it was so unreasonable ; nor 
will they cease to indulge unbelief, in some form 
or other, till they have passed out of the sphere 
of faith ; for seasons of distrust are not uncom- 
mon in our very struggle with the last enemy. 

Unbelief assumes different forms, according to 
the period of our Christian career when it ope- 
rates, or the circumstances under which it ope- 
rates. Some of these forms we proceed to specify. 

1. At the commencement of our Christian 
career, particularly if we have left a career of 
gross sin to enter upon it ; and on our being re- 
covered from a course of backsliding, it ques- 
tions the sufficiency of Divine grace, or its free- 
ness to ourselves as individuals. That there is a 
disposition in persons in such circumstances to 
question the sufficiency and freeness of the grace 
of God, at least in their own cases, all are well 
aware, who are at all conversant with the work 
of God in the soul, and the manner in which that 
work proceeds. Such passages of Scripture as 
the following, which are exactly suited to their 
circumstances, and which would appear to have 
been written expressly for their individual bene- 

H 
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fit, they can neither believe to be intended for 
them, nor recognise as suitable to them : — " Be- 
hold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save ; neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear.* " Come, now, and let us reason toge- 
ther, saith the Lord : though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 
M If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." " The blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin." " In the last 
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood, and 
cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink." " Him that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out." " Turn, O back- 
sliding children, saith the Lord ; for I am married 
unto you: and I will take you, one of a city, 
and two of a family, and I will bring you unto 
Zion." Isa. lix. 1 ; i. 18 ; 1 John i. 9, 7 ; John 
vii. 87 ; vi. 37 ; Jer. iii. 14. Now this back- 
wardness to receive the consolations of religion, 
this apparent effort to except themselves from an 
interest in them, may, in part, be accounted for 
by the state of mind which their circumstances 
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have induced. They are deeply, nay, over- 
whelmingly affected with a sense of their un- 
worthiness of interest in them ; and what we so 
sensibly feel we are not worthy of, we have no 
difficulty in being led to believe was never in- 
tended for us. But this unbelief is not attribut- 
able solely to the state of mind with which it is 
found connected. It is an object of Satan to 
keep us from Christ ; but, if we be there already, 
it is no less his object to remove us from him. 
Whatever will facilitate his object in this respect, 
he readily seizes and acts upon. Now, in the 
cases adverted to, there are circumstances most 
favourable to this object — affecting and discourag- 
ing views of personal guilt and unworthiness, un- 
accompanied with vivid and encouraging views 
of the efficacy and freeness of Divine grace. 
These circumstances, therefore, he works upon. 
To the extent of his power, he deepens the 
conviction of the guilt, and renders still more 
dark the shade that is already over the grace. 
He insinuates that Christ never died to save such 
sinners as they are ; that there is a peculiarity 
in their character which the covenant of grace 
never contemplated ; besides, by their backslid- 
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ing, had they not done it before, they have 
caused God to abandon them. 

2. Under powerful convictions of the evil of 
sin, without clear views of the nature of sin, it 
apprehends having committed the unpardonable 
sin. Our Lord (Matt. xii. 31, 32) speaks of a 
sin which he calls, " blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost ; w which, he says, is never to be forgiven, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come. 
To this sin the writer of the epistle to the He- 
brews seems to refer, (chap. vi. ver. 6,) when, 
speaking of certain characters, he says, " It is im- 
possible to renew them again to repentance." 
John is supposed by some to refer to the same sin, 
when he says, " There is a sin unto dea'h ; I do 
not say that he shall pray for it." 1 John v. 16. 
What this sin may be, or whether or not there is 
any barrier to the forgiveness of it, additional to 
what the indisposition of the subjects of it to seek 
mercy may create, it is not the object of these 
pages to discuss ; but certain it is that an appre- 
hension of having committed it, has been a source 
of much distress to many a child of God ; and 
there is little doubt that Satan has filled his mind 
with the apprehension. Perhaps the conduct of 
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Satan in producing this apprehension in the minds 
of God's children, and their sufferings under it, 
are fairly exemplified and illustrated in the expe- 
rience of the excellent Bunyan, as recorded in his 
interesting treatise entitled, " Grace Abounding to 
the Chief of Sinners." He had long been pressed 
in his mind with a proposal " to sell the Saviour ;'' 
to which proposal, after having been long ha- 
rassed and teased by it, he appeared to consent. 
This consent, it was then suggested to him, was 
the unpardonable sin. The exercises and dis- 
tresses of his mind under these suggestions, he 
thus describes : " I feared that this wicked sin of 
mine might be that sin unpardonable of which 
Christ here thus speaketh ; * But he that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damna- 
tion.' Markiii. 29. And I did the rather give credit 
to this, because of that sentence in the Hebrews, 
4 For ye know how that afterwards, when he would 
have inherited the blessing, he was rejected ; for 
he found no place for repentance, though he sought 
it carefully with tears.' And this stuck always 
with me. Being loth and unwilling to perish, I 
began to compare my sin with others, to see if I 
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could find if any of those that were saved had done 
as I had done. So I considered David's adultery 
and murder, and found them most heinous crimes ; 
and those, too, committed after light and grace 
received. But yet, by considering that his trans- 
gressions were only such as were against the law 
of Moses, from which the Lord Jesus Christ could, 
with the consent of his word, deliver him ; but 
mine was against the gospel ; yea, against the 
Mediator thereof ; I had sold my Saviour. After 
this I began to consider of Peter's sin, which he 
committed in denying his Master ; and indeed 
this came nighest to mine of any that I could 
find ; for he had denied his Saviour, as I, after 
light and mercy received ; yea, and that too, after 
warning given him. I also considered that he did 
it once and twice, and that after some time to 
consider betwixt. But though I put all these cir- 
cumstances together, that, if possible, I might find 
help ; yet I considered again, that his was but a 
denial of his Master, but mine was a selling of my 
Saviour. Wherefore, I thought with myself, that 
I came nearer to Judas than either to David or 
Peter." (Grace Abounding, Sees. 148, 151, 154.) 
Such a state of mind is the essence and operation 
of unbelief, as the indulgence of it is directly op- 
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posed to the cordial reception of the gospel which 
is required of us. The agency of Satan in pro- 
ducing it is very intelligible. The state of mind 
in itself is of a most distressing character, and in 
its results it may be most injurious ; now that they 
should subject themselves to such distress, and 
expose themselves to such peril, is far less proba- 
ble than that they are stimulated to it by Satan. 
3. Under afflictive dispensations, it distrusts 
and questions the rectitude of providence. Of all 
creatures, man has the least cause of any to dis- 
trust providence ; for, as our Lord argues, if God 
feed the fowls of the air, and clothe the grass of 
the field, he will certainly feed and clothe man, 
who is, in his estimation, of greater value than 
all herbage, or than the irrational creation. And 
of all men, the Christian has the least ; since, not 
only is nature itself kept in existence for his sake ; 
for, when the last of God's elect shall be gathered 
in, nature will be dissolved, so that, in a sense, 
and a very important one too, " all things are his ; " 
but all events are co-operating for his benefit : 
" All things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose." While man, and especially the 
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Christian, has thus not the least cause to distrust 
providence, providence taking cognizance of his 
interests ; so neither has he the least cause to 
question the rectitude of its operations, it being 
entirely under the superintendency of the Sove- 
reign of the universe, who cannot but do right. 
When his principles are active, the Christian 
firmly believes these truths, and acts under the 
influence of his belief. " He dwelleth in the 
secret place of the Most High, and abideth under 
the shadow of the Almighty. He says of the 
Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress ; my God ; 
in him will I trust. Surely he will deliver me 
from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome 
pestilence. He will cover me with his feathers, 
and under his wings will I trust ; his truth shall 
be my shield and buckler. I will not be afraid 
lor the terror by night ; nor for the arrow that 
flieth by day ; nor for the pestilence that walk- 
eth in darkness ; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon-day. For although a thousand 
may fall at my side, and ten thousand at my right 
hand ; it will not come nigh me. I have made 
the Lord, who is my refuge, even the Most High, 
my habitation ; and therefore I believe that there 
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shall no evil befall me, neither shall any plague 
come nigh my dwelling." Psalm xci. When the 
events of providence are dark and mysterious, and 
dark and mysterious in reference to himself, he ac- 
knowledges their rectitude, and believes that per- 
sonal good will be made to issue from them. 
Hence, under such events, he can say, " It is the 
Lord, let him do what seemeth him good. Clouds 
and darkness may be round about him, but jus- 
tice and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 
He hath done all things well." Thus he is care- 
ful for nothing, but in every thing, by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, he makes his re- 
quests known to God. 

His principles, however, are not always ac- 
tive. Unbelief suspends their operation, when he 
both distrusts Providence, and calls in question 
the rectitude of its operations. Although he has 
hitherto been bountifully supplied, he appre- 
hends that his supplies are about to be discon- 
tinued ; and although, hitherto, all things have 
evidently worked together for his good, he sus- 
pects that now all things are against him ; and that 
they are unjustly so ; for he has devoted his powers 
to the service of God, and God, he supposes, is 
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not suitably requiting him. Wherefore, he ex- 
claims, " Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, 
and washed my hands in innocency." 

This state of distrust and suspicion may be 
accounted for, in part, and in some cases, from 
constitutional causes. It appears in the man of 
the world, as well as the man of God ; and it is 
discovered by the latter in his intercourse with 
the world, as well as in his intercourse with God. 
But it cannot be wholly, and in all cases, ac- 
counted for from these causes. Men the most 
eminent for trust in God, and the honour they 
have paid him, have sometimes most egregiously 
distrusted and dishonoured him. Abraham is 
handed down to us as an example of faith, and, 
on account of the eminence of his faith, he is 
described as " the father of the faithful." Some 
illustrious examples of his faith are on record, 
especially his leaving his father's house, and 
his kindred, at the call of God, and going 
out without knowing whither he was going. 
Yet Abraham, on one occasion, so distrusted the 
protection of God, that, to save his life, he could 
consent to equivocate and lie, and even to part 
from the wife of bis bosom! David had been 
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most marvellously delivered out of the paw of 
a lion, and out of the paw of a bear ; and he was 
hence emboldened to go forth with inadequate 
weapons against the champion of the Philistines ; 
he had experienced many remarkable deliver- 
ances out of the hand of Saul ; and his habitual 
trust in God, and honour of him, and in the most 
discouraging and distressing circumstances, have 
dissipated the doubts and suspicions of many a 
child of God, and armed him for conflict with 
difficulty in all succeeding ages : yet he, on one 
occasion, apprehended that he should one day 
perish by the hand of Saul. That men so emi- 
nent for trust in God should so egregiously fail 
in that trust, can, it would seem, be accounted 
for, only from the exercise of unbelief, and that, 
too, stimulated by the devices of Satan. 

4. Under a suspension of spiritual joy, or 
the operation of inbred corruption, it doubts its 
sonship with God. To the children of God there 
belong many privileges and immunities ; and, 
hence, the state of mind appropriate to the rela- 
tion, seems naturally to be that of joy. The 
connexion between the relation and the disposi- 
tion is frequently recognised by the sacred 
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writers. With a view to the production of joy 
as a counteractive of the sorrows and distress 
occasioned by the peculiar trials and sufferings 
to which the early Christians were subject, the 
apostle reminds them of their sonship with God, 
and of the privileges and immunities connected 
with it. " As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God," says Paul, " they are the sons of God. 
For ye have not received the Spirit of bond- 
age again to fear ; but ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Fa- 
ther. The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit that we are the children of God ; 
and, if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may also be glorified together. 
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us." Rom. viii. 
14 — 18. " Behold," says John, " now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be ; but we know that when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him ; for we shall see him 
as he is." 1 John iii. 2. But the children of 
God are such by regeneration. While, there- 
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fore, they are made happy by the relation, they are 
also made holy. Thus the apostle last quoted 
says, " Whosoever is born of God doth not com- 
mit sin ; for his seed remaineth in him : and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God." 1 John 
iii. 9. The joy, however, which this relation 
tends to produce, is not uninterrupted ; nor is 
the purity which characterizes it unobstructed in 
its exercise. There is much, both within and 
without us, to interrupt the one ; and there is 
very much within us to obstruct the exercise of 
the other. We are, while in the present state, 
in an enemy's country; and that, in such a 
country, we should meet with nothing to dis- 
tress us, is what can never be reasonably ex- 
pected ; although we are sanctified, we are yet 
sanctified but in part, and the remains of de- 
pravity which are left in us will frequently ope- 
rate, both to disqualify us for spiritual exer- 
cises, and to incapacitate us for spiritual joys. 
An enlightened mind can thus easily account 
for seasons of darkness, and the prevalence 
of indwelling sin ; but unbelief, or rather Satan 
by unbelief, interposes, and insinuates that the 
children of God do not go mourning all their 
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days as we do— the Spirit that dwelleth in them 
is emphatically a Comforter, and the very object 
of his dwelling in them is to secure and promote 
their consolation ; especially do they not experi- 
ence the wanderings of thought in devotion, the 
worldly-mindedness, the indisposition to engage 
in spiritual exercises — not to mention that they 
do not commit the indiscretions, in word and 
deed, which we do : and hence, he asks, how it 
is possible that we can be children of God. 

Satan has very strong inducements to lead us 
to believe that we sustain no relation to God as 
children ; for, if he can make us believe that in 
the hope we have been cherishing, that "now 
are we the sons of God," we have been deceiv- 
ing ourselves, he has, to a considerable extent, 
succeeded in bringing us into a state in which, 
in despondency, we are in danger of throwing 
off the restraints which we have been under as 
such persons, and yielding to the dictates of pro- 
pensities which are, at all times, sufficiently strong 
to incite us to transgress against God. But even 
where he cannot succeed in producing the im- 
pression that we are not the children of God, he 
may create doubt of the fact ; and thus, although 
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good may issue from it by our being thereby 
led more scrupulously to examine ourselves, yet 
some evil at least appears to result from it also, 
inasmuch as, while we are detained to settle 
the question whether we are the children of God 
or not, our enjoyments are suspended, and our 
benevolent efforts are suspended likewise. 

Secondly, He tempts them to presumption. 
We are guilty of presumption, not only when, in 
a kind of bravado, we commit sin, daring, as it 
were, the Almighty to punish us ; but whenever 
we unnecessarily expose ourselves to peril, ex- 
pecting that the providence of God will protect 
us in it ; or require, in any way, the Divine in- 
terference on our behal£ in a manner in which 
we are not authorized to require it. If, for ex- 
ample, under a supposition that God would pre- 
serve us, and without a prospect of being ser- 
viceable either to his body or his soul, we were 
to bring ourselves into contact with a person suf- 
fering under an infectious disease, we should be 
acting presumptuously. Equally presumptuously 
should we be acting, were we to enter upon an 
extraordinarily arduous duty, — a duty requiring, 
in a pre-eminent degree, the assistance of the 
grace of God, without previously, and in a most 
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fervent and believing manner, supplicating that 
grace. God has, indeed, promised that as our 
day so our strength shall be ; and hence that, 
on extraordinary days, extraordinary strength 
shall be supplied ; but, still, to expect on such 
days such a measure of strength, without suppli- 
cating it in a manner correspondent to the occa- 
sion, would be presumption. It would also be 
presumption in us, were we to require him to 
testify to us that we are his children, either by 
some impulse, or by granting to us a certain 
measure of joy in connexion with certain ordi- 
nances or exercises, or by raising us in our own 
imagination to a standard of holiness which we 
ourselves had fixed. That Satan tempts us to 
presumption is evident from the fact of his having 
so tempted our Lord. To prove the care of God 
for him in preserving him, he suggested to him 
to cast himself from a pinnacle of the temple. 
It is in the last of the forms specified that Satan 
more frequently tempts the children of God to 
act presumptuously. He, first, diverts their minds 
from the Scriptures, as the rule, and the only in- 
fallible rule, of judging of godly character ; he, 
next, insinuates to them that they are not godly 
persons, they being destitute of certain qualities 
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which are essential parts of godliness ; and he 
then stimulates them anxiously and urgently to 
seek the possession of these qualities. God, he 
tells them, generally calls his children in a cer- 
tain prescribed way : he makes them the sub- 
jects of an almost uniform experience ; first, 
bringing them under a most distressing apprehen- 
sion of the terrors of the Lord, and, after having 
continued them in this bondage a specific period, 
setting them at liberty, — either by bringing to 
them, with power, some passage of Scripture, or 
directing to them some suitable counsel from 
some of his servants, or by producing in them an 
impression, or extraordinary conviction, that they 
have passed from death unto life, and that they 
shall come no more into condemnation. But he 
defies them to show that they themselves have 
ever been the subjects of such an experience. 
The children of God, he further declares, are 
always happy — that, assured by the witnessing of 
the Spirit that they are individually the purchase 
of the Redeemer's blood, and that, therefore, 
they cannot possibly be lost, they feel that they 
are as " secure even as the glorified spirits in 
heaven ;" that they are undismayed amidst the 
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vicissitudes and troubles of the present states 
whereas, they themselves are perpetually doubt- 
ing, can lay hold of, and appropriate, not a single 
promise, realize no interest in the Saviour's blood, 
can never address God, " Abba, Father ;" and, 
in consequence, are habitually disconsolate. And, 
having insisted on the possession of such quali- 
ties as essential characteristics of God's children, 
he ufges them, as proof of their sonship, to re- 
quire of God the production of them in them- 
selves. Hence, when the temptation succeeds, 
they are led to seek feelings in greater conform- 
ity with what they imagine to be those of every 
convert. They are constantly depending on im- 
pulses, and praying for assurances ; rather than 
examining whether or not they possess, and la- 
bouring to obtain settled, and abiding, and ope- 
rative principles. They are, also, comparing 
themselves continually with others, rather than 
with Christ, and rather than endeavouring to 
imitate the example he has set them : they single 
out some professed child of God, whom, from 
not being fully acquainted with him, and from a 
prepossession in his favour, they imagine to be 
much more holy than he really is ; and desire 
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and pray, that they may be assimilated to him ; and 
grieve, and almost charge God foolishly, if they do 
not obtain the object they thus desire and pray for. 
But there is another and opposite kind of pre- 
sumption to which Satan tempts us — a presump- 
tion on safety ; whence results carelessness. 
From some impulse of which we may have been 
the subjects, or from some seasons of spiritual 
joy with which we may have been visited, Satan 
suggests to us that we are the elect of God ; 
that, having been thus chosen to eternal life, we 
shall be put in possession of it ; for God will 
never abandon the work of his own hand : — hence, 
the struggle we have maintained against sin, and 
the strenuous and persevering efforts we have 
made to attain greater conformity to God, are 
superfluous. Let it not, however, be here sup- 
posed, that there is no such thing as assurance of 
interest in the covenant of grace, and thus of secu- 
rity to the bliss of heaven. There is the sterling 
coin of which this suggestion is the counterfeit ; 
and, indeed, if there were not, Satan would not 
be very likely to make it to us, there being little 
probability of his accomplishing by it his purposes. 
The assurance, however, wherever it exists, may 
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be distinguished from the temptation, inasmuch 
as it excites to more strenuous exertion for the at- 
tainment of higher degrees of grace ; whereas the 
tendency, as it is the object, of the temptation, is 
to paralyze exertion* 

Thirdly, He tempts them to blasphemy. Under 
this denomination are included : — 

1. Questioning the truth of Scripture* The 
mind of the Christian is not unfrequently exer- 
cised with doubts of the truth of Scripture, and 
exercised with them, too, in seasons and in cir- 
cumstances, in which it is of the utmost import- 
ance that he should not have the shadow of a 
doubt respecting it ; for, in deep affliction, and 
even in his struggle with the last enemy, it often 
occurs to him, that the Bible is not true ; when 
all the hopes he has been building on it are a 
delusion. The doubts of the truth of Scripture, 
however, with which the Christian is occasionally 
exercised, differently from those entertained by 
irreligious men, are in direct opposition to his in- 
clinations and wishes. He has no unlawful in- 
dulgences to excuse, and, hence, no qualms of 
conscience to allay by them. His interests, and, 
hence, his inclinations, are all in favour of the 
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truth of Scripture. On a belief that the Bible is 
the word of God, he has foregone indulgences, of 
which he would otherwise have availed himself, 
and borne reproach, and suffered wrongs, which 
otherwise it would have been folly to have borne 
and suffered : nay, on a belief that the Bible is 
the word of God, he has staked his all : so that, 
if it be not such, he is of all men the most miser- 
able. Hence, in connexion with the seasons in 
which they especially exist, we see evidently the 
agency of Satan in producing in the mind of the 
Christian these doubts. They are to the subject 
of them a source of much distress ; for, if all his 
comforts are derived from the Scriptures, and 
these Scriptures become suspected by him to be 
untrue, those comforts must at once fail, and 
their place be supplied with the mortification of 
one who finds that he has been deluded.— 
They may also be to him an occasion of much sin. 
Despondency and mortification, which they tend 
to produce, are most dangerous states of mind to 
be in ; and nothing but the grace of God can pre- 
serve us from rashness, and folly, while in them. 
Hence, to Satan, whose object is both to distress 
and corrupt the children of God, the great induce- 
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ment to produce in their minds doubts of the 
truth of Scripture : — especially in those particular 
seasons. But the influence of these doubts ex- 
tends farther than the subject of them himself. 
The effect of religion on its professors is a subject 
of minute observation, and deep interest, to men 
of the world. Frequently the witnessing of its 
power to support the mind under the calamities 
of life, and to minister comfort in the act of dying, 
has so impressed them, as almost to persuade 
them to become Christians. The witnessing, 
therefore, of its apparent failure in these seasons 
of extremity, and its failure from its apparent 
want of reality in the estimation of its very pro- 
fessors ! what must be the injurious effect of this ! 
When Satan has produced in the minds of men a 
suspicion that religion is a delusion, he has ac- 
complished all he desires by way of preparation 
for consummating his designs upon them. And, 
if he can effect this, as it would appear he can, by 
producing doubts of its reality in the mind of the 
child of God, he has an additional motive to pro- 
duce them ; and his agency in the existence of 
them is the more probable. 

Facts and circumstances frequently occur un- 
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der our observation, and in our experience, which 
very much aid Satan in producing in us doubts of 
the truth of Scripture. We see those whom we 
believe to be the children of God, most cruelly 
and ignominiously oppressed and maltreated, with- 
out any one arising to redress their wrongs j and 
we see those who are a terror to the circle in 
which they move, and a very pest to society, 
stalking abroad, and unmolested in their career ; 
in the state of depression which the bare contem- 
plation of the facts tends to produce, we are much 
inclined to admit the insinuation of Satan — " If 
there were a God ruling in the earth, and espe- 
cially taking cognizance of the affairs of his chil- 
dren, according to the statements of Scripture, 
should we witness such occurrences as these 7" — 
Or we have long been praying for an object which 
we thought we were fairly authorized by the 
Scriptures to pray for, without having attained it ; 
by the deferring of our hope, oar hearts have be- 
come sick; and in this state of morbid disap- 
pointment, we can easily be led to suspect, that 
God's promise, or what we took to be his promise, 
has failed. Or we do not so sensibly realize the 
presence of God with us, and the comforts of reli- 
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gion in general, as we think we might ; and ab- 
sence of the blessing is misconstrued by us into 
non-existence of it. 

2. The entertaining of impious thoughts. The 
mind of the child of God is sometimes exercised 
with the most impious and horrible thoughts : — 
thoughts, which not only impugn the conduct and 
character of God, but even question his existence. 
And, during the season of his being exercised 
by them, they wDl sometimes crowd into his mind 
with such rapidity and force, as to compel a sort 
of utterance of them. " I have discoursed with 
some," says the excellent Gilpin, " who have com- 
plained that their tongues, and even their thoughts 
seemed not to be their own, but that Satan held 
them at his pleasure ; and that when, in opposi- 
tion to the temptation, they would have formed 
their tongues to speak, blessing God, they have 
spoken, cursing instead of blessing him ; and that, 
when a blasphemous thought had been cast into 
their mind, they had not been at rest till they had 
thought it again." 

These thoughts are found generally to prevail 
most, either under] certain dispensations, or in a 
peculiar state of mind, or in a peculiar class of 
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persons. When providence deprives us of our 
comforts, especially if these comforts have been 
numerous, and taken away with suddenness, or 
violence, then we feel a disposition to charge 
God foolishly. It was in such circumstances as 
these, that it was suggested to Job to "curse God." 
Minds of a gloomy and desponding cast frequently, 
and without the slightest pretext for it, conclude, 
not only that God has cast them off for ever, and 
that he will be favourable to them no more ; but 
that his promise has failed! Deranged, or un- 
sound minds give utterance to conceptions fre- 
quently that it is really horrible to think of! And 
persons, who, previously to conversion, were ad- 
dicted to profane swearing, are often conscious of 
suggestions to curse, and take the name of God 
in vain. 

While, however, these thoughts are found to 
prevail most under such circumstances, the exist- 
ence of them is not peculiar to them ; but they are 
found under all circumstances. Without any re- 
verse of fortune, or any peculiarity of mental 
constitution, or any peculiarity of former habit, 
thoughts arise, and abide in our minds, at which 
we ourselves shudder: such as, that there is no 

K 
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God ; or, that, if there be a God, he is unfaithful, 
and unjust, and cruel ; that he disregards service 
rendered to him, consequently, that it yields no 
profit to pray to him ; that the Scriptures are a 
fable ; and that the Lord Jesus Christ is an im- 
postor! And they frequently arise in seasons, 
and on occasions, which not only especially re- 
quire the absence of them, but which tend to sup- 
press them when they arise, and even to prevent 
their intrusion : as, under the preaching of the 
word, and even white engaged in secret prayer ! 

Now the question which here naturally pre- 
sents itself to us is — Whence do these thoughts 
arise ? The subject of them is frequently hor- 
rified at them, and subjected to great distress by 
them ; they cannot, therefore, be referred to him. 
He strives against them, rather than indulges 
them. Did they exist exclusively under the cir- 
cumstances that have been specified, there would 
be some reason for attributing them to those cir- 
cumstances ; but we have seen that they exist* 
and operate, quite independently of them. There 
appears to be no satisfactory way of accounting 
for them, otherwise than by referring them to Sa- 
tanic influence. Satan determinately urged Job 
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to curse Qod ; and there is no reason to believe 
that he does not urge us to curse him likewise. 
The greater prevalence of impious thoughts, 
under the circumstances that have been specified, 
is rather indicative than otherwise of the Satanic 
origin of them. In our construing events into 
proofs of the unkindness, and unfaithfulness, and 
injustice of God, which, if we considered them 
soberly, we must believe to be perfectly recon- 
cileable with his justice, and faithfulness, and 
love ; in our revolving in our minds imprecations, 
which in our unconverted state we were in the ha- 
bit of uttering with our lips, but which, from the 
period of our conversion, we have discontinued, 
because we abominate them ; there appears, so 
evidently that it seems difficult not to perceive it, 
an agency that is diametrically opposed to God, 
making use of us, and using us when in circum- 
stances most favourable to serve its purposes, in 
order to carry out its opposition into effect And 
oh! how evidently does it appear in the expres- 
sions to which we give utterance in seasons of 
aberration! Here, for exampje, is a man of 
rigorous morals, and high-toned piety; his mo- 
rals do not date their origin from the period of 
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his conversion, but they run parallel with his 
practical life : before his conversion even he was 
a model for uprightness in his dealings, and chaste- 
ness in his conduct and his expressions n he ap- 
peared to want but one thing to render him all 
that we could desire, and that one thing was sup- 
plied by his conversion to God : but the hand of 
God is laid upon him, and he is deprived of rea- 
son ; when the whole tenour of his conversation is 
filthiness! obscenity!! and blasphemy!!! Is not 
the hand of Satan in all this ? 

3. Paying homage to Satan. One part of the 
temptation with which our Lord was assailed, was, 
to fall down and worship Satan ; and, as a reward 
of the act, and, hence, an inducement to the per- 
formance of it, Satan promised him the kingdoms 
of the world, and the glory of them. This act is 
the very consummation of blasphemy ; for it is 
the entire withdrawal of the mind from God, and 
the unqualified surrender of it to Satan. The 
temptation of our Lord was, no doubt, generally 
an example of the temptation of his people. He 
was tempted in all points like as they are, that 
he might be able, from experience, to succour 
them when tempted. The same proposal, then, 
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it is reasonable, will be made to them. It may 
not be made in form, but it is made in effect, 
Satan tempts us in effect to worship him, when- 
ever he tempts us to surrender our hope in God, 
and abandon ourselves to worldly enjoyments. 
Satan chooses his seasons for making such a pro- 
posal to the children of God ; and, as especially 
suited to the purpose, he selects the following :-~ 
The season of Poverty. This was the season 
be ehose in which to propose it to our Lord. 
When Jesus had fasted a considerable time, and 
he was npw hungry, and destitute of food, and 
had no means of procuring any ; then, availing 
himself of these circumstances, he promised him 
a glorious reverse, if he would only fall down and 
worship him. In like manner, when any of the 
children of God are in straitened circumstances, 
or suffering want, especially should they be so 
suffering on account of their religion, he tells 
them that it is folly thus to serve God for 
nought ; nay, even to sustain loss, and suffer des- 
titution by it ; and promises that, if they will only 
quit that service, and devote themselves to the 
service of the world, they shall be abundantly 
supplied. — The season of Persecution. When 

k 3 
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they are suffering reproach and mal-treatment for 
Christ's sake, how easy, he tells them, would it 
be for them to avoid what they are suffering. 
They have only to withhold, by throwing off the 
restraints of religion, the reproofs which their con- 
duct is constantly administering to the men of 
the world, and they will be at peace with them. 
— The season of Internal Conflict ; when the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh, and, notwithstanding the hard, 
and persevering struggles it has maintained, the 
spirit is brought into captivity to sin ; then he 
steps forward, and asks, why he chooses to con- 
tinue in such a state of vassalage and conflict, 
and advises him to cease from the struggle, and 
cast off the yoke, and live as his passions may 
dictate, and thus avail himself of the only enjoy- 
ment which appears to be in his power. — The 
season of the hiding of God's face from him : 
when strangling even appears to him to be pre- 
ferable to life ; then he suggests to him that God 
-has forsaken him, and thus made him wretched, 
as he does all that trust in him ; whereas he is 
faithful to all who serve him, and makes them 
happy, as he is capable of proving by innumera- 
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ble examples, and promises that he would be 
equally faithful, and serviceable to him; and, 
hence, entreats him to fall down and worship 
him. 

Fourthly, He tempts them to spiritual pride. 
To every strict observer of mankind it must be 
evident, that one of the earliest discovered pro- 
pensities of our nature, one of the most lasting in 
its duration, and one of the most extensively 
exercised, is pride. This propensity possesses a 
powerful influence even in the mind of the child 
of God : " not but that grace in its proper work- 
ing," as an old divine observes, " begets humility, 
and a watchful care against sin and folly; but 
such is our infirmity, that we are easily drawn to 
be proud of our mercies, and to persuade our- 
selves that we may make bold with God, because 
we are his children. And to hide this pride from 
men, God is forced to keep them sometimes from 
the sight of their assurance, or to discipline them 
by other temptations, (as he did Paul,) lest they 
should be exalted above measure." Pride has 
led to some of the most heinous sins, and sins 
the most calamitous in their consequences. It 
was pride which led to the sin of our first pa- 
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rents ; they wished " to be a? god*? It was 
pride which led Uzziah to usurp the priest's of- 
fice, and bum incense upon the altar, and thus 
transgress God's prescription : " his heart was 
lifted up," it is said, " because he was become 
strong." It was in his pride that David numbered 
the people. And the prophet tells us, (Hab. ii. 
4,) " that the soul that is lifted up cannot be up- 
right" Accordingly, Satan avails himself more of 
this propensity of our nature, than he does of any 
other. That he may thereby lead us into sin, he 
feeds and cherishes our pride. As men, if we 
possess any valuable quality, whether natural, ac- 
quired, or adventitious, he endeavours to make us 
proud of it. As Christians, he endeavours to 
make us proud of our privileges, and attainments, 
and practices. Yes ; although we have nothing 
but what we have received, he excites us to glory, 
as though we had received it not. In our rela- 
tion to God he tempts us to pride ourselves, as 
an honour of which others cannot boast. While 
they are of the earth, earthy, we can lay claim to 
a heavenly origin, being born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man ; 
but of God. We are, therefore, more excellent 
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than our neighbours. In our graces he endeavours 
to make us complacent. By the possession of 
them, he suggests to us, we are distinguished ; 
and in the exercise of them, we excel. Our re- 
pentance is, in a remarkable manner, character- 
ized by godly sorrow ; our faith, by implicit de- 
pendence ; our humility, by self-abasement ; our 
patience, by quietude, and acquiescence ; our 
submission, by cheerfulness ; our charity, by self- 
denial. In our persons appears the work of grace 
effectually begun, gradually, and certainly pro- 
gressing, and considerably advanced towards per- 
fection. Thus we have occasion to give thanks 
unto the Father, who hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. 
Our performances he excites us to admire. Thus, 
if we strive against sin, and obtain a victory over 
it, he would have us to triumph, but not in .God ; 
instead of exulting — " Thanks be to God, who al- 
ways causeth us to triumph in Christ Jesus," — he 
would direct our minds to, and cause them to 
rest on, our own mortification of the flesh ; if we 
yield ourselves to God, he would impress us with 
the piety of the service ; and, if we labour to pro- 
mote the well-being of our fellow-creatures, he 
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would impress us with out disinterestedness and 
benevolence. 

Fifthly, He tempts them to regard religion as 
a task. The effect of this temptation is to make 
us do with as little religion as possible, instead 
of labouring to attain as much as possible. It 
would make us satisfied with vague apprehen- 
sions of truth, instead of labouring to ascertain 
what is the mind of the Spirit, as revealed in the 
Scriptures ; it would make us satisfied with occas- 
sional convictions of duty, instead of labouring to 
attain an enlightened and tender conscience, fully 
alive to the requirements of God, and supremely, 
and constantly anxious to discharge them ; it 
would make us satisfied with slight and unfre- 
quent impressions of a religious character, instead 
of labouring to acquire settled and abiding prin- 
ciple. And, judging from the state of the church 
generally — the contractedness and unsoundness of 
its views, its supineness, and sluggishness, it be- 
ing awfully deficient in zeal to secure its own 
salvation, and much more so, as will necessarily 
follow, to secure the salvation of the world, and 
its deficiency in spiritual joy ; it would appear 
that this device of Satan very extensively sue- 
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ceeds. As such a temptation tends much to 
eheck the growth of our holiness, it must, to a 
very alarming extent, endanger the very exist- 
ence of our happiness. 

Sixthly, He tempts them to treat prayer with 
lightness. And this he does by leading us to think 
that we are above the need of prayer. We may 
be led to think that we are above the need of 
prayer, either by being led to regard prayer as a 
privilege rather than a duty : for if we can be 
led to believe that we are not obliged to engage 
in the exercise of prayer, but are permitted to 
engage in it, we shall very soon^ and very fre- 
quently imagine that we are not in circumstances 
to require us to avail ourselves of our privilege ; 
or by being led to believe that we have attained 
to such a standard of Christian excellence and 
enjoyment-— are so enlightened, so sanctified, 
enjoy such nearness to God, and realize such 
enlivening manifestations of his favour, that our 
appropriate employment is praise, and not prayer. 
He makes us treat prayer with lightness, also, 
by leading us to regard prayer as irksome, and 
thus causing us, from the most trivial circum- 
stances, to defer, or even to discontinue, prayer. 
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To the importance of prayer, even as a source of 
blessedness, every Christian can testify ; for the 
greatest blessedness has frequently been realized 
4>y him, even in the very, act and exercise of 
prayer. On the other hand, the discontinuance 
of prayer has not only closed against us the 
channel of blessedness, but it. has even disquali- 
fied us for receiving the blessings we are in the 
habit of praying for. As the appetite, by which 
we relish our food, and hence supply the stomach 
with a sufficiency of food to support the frame, 
is blunted, and the frame thereby enfeebled, by 
abstinence from food ; so relish for spiritual 
blessings is diminished, and spiritual life thereby 
made to languish, by deferring, or discontinuing, 
the exercise of prayer. Through a long discon- 
tinuance of prayer, we have not only no relish 
for a spiritual blessing, but we have no percep- 
tion of it even when it is presented before us. 
Thus even a revelation of the Divine favour to 
us, which we should joyfully cherish, is not at 
all unlikely to be regarded by us as a device of 
Satan. The inducement, therefore, which Satan 
possesses to tempt us to restrain prayer, or treat 
it with lightness, is very considerable. 



CHAPTER V. 



CONSIDERATIONS TENDING TO STRENGTHEN THE 
CHRISTIAN UNDER TEMPTATION. 

'' First, All Christians, to a greater or lesser 
extent, are the subjects of temptation. AH are 
not, indeed, subject to the same temptations, nor 
are they pressed by temptation in an equal de- 
gree. Temptation, we have seen, is generally; 
if not invariably, accommodated to the consti- 
tution of our nature, or the circumstances of 
our lives: there will be, therefore, as great a 
variety in our temptations, as there is in our 
constitution and circumstances. With regard 
to those temptations that are intended to annoy 
rather than seduce, their pressure or severity will 
be proportioned to the strength, or weakness of 
our faith, or our zeal, or supineness, in the ser- 
vice of God. If we are strong in faith, however 
weighty and violent the temptation may be in 
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itself it will be comparatively powerless in 
reference to us, and, therefore, it wfll be bot 
little felt by ns ; bat, if we are weak in faith, we 
shall be much distressed and endangered by it. 
Also, i£ not content with securing the salvation 
of our own souls, we resolutely determine to do 
what we can towards saying the souls of others, 
we shall be much exposed to the fiery darts of 
the wicked one ; but if we leave others to at- 
tend to their own salvation, and are satisfied with 
merely being saved ourselves, we shall be much 
less molested. All Christians, however, are 
tempted in some form, or in some degree or 
Other, and will necessarily be, while in the pre- 
sent state. In their natural condition, they are 
the subjects and servants of Satan ; for they are 
devoted to his service ; and his servants we are, 
says the apostle, whom we obey. But, at their 
conversion, breaking their allegiance to him, and 
quitting his service, they yield themselves to 
God. Tliey moreover vow to God that they 
will, through life, oppose and endeavour to di- 
minish the interests of Satan, their former sove- 
reign and lord. There is thus produced in the 
mind of Satan a sense of loss, and the object lost 
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by him he is determined, if possible, to recover ; 
also a sense of grievance, 'and the injury he thus 
conceives to be done him he vigorously and 
perseverkigly resents. This is the secret of all 
bm efforts to annoy and distress them. All 
-Christians then are, and will be, while in the 
present state, frequently in heaviness through 
manifold temptations. Thus, whenever, and how- 
ever we may be tempted, it may be said to us, 
" There hath no temptation taken you, but such 
as is common to man." This is a consideration 
tending greatly to support and console us under 
temptation. Not that the circumstance of others 
enduring the same suffering as ourselves makes 
our suffering any lighter in itself ; but the con- 
sideration that, when enduring any particular 
suffering, we are enduring only that which is 
common to us with others, keeps down discon- 
tent, which might arise, did we suppose that we 
suffered alone ; and in proportion to the degree 
of our discontent under suffering, is that suffering 
felt by us. But Christians in general being the 
subjects of temptation, they are capable of sym- 
pathizing with each other ; and how far an ex- 
pression of sympathy tends to strengthen the 
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mind, and thus enable it to endure suffering, all 
are aware who have ever been in circumstances 
to experience or need sympathy. The advan* 
tage and value of sympathy Job most touchingly 
describes, when he says, " To him that is afflicted, 
pity should be showed from his friend." The 
apostle equally recognises the value and import- 
ance of sympathy, when he commands us to 
" weep with those that weep." Moreover, it is 
considered one of the most lovely exhibitions of 
the Saviour's character, when he is exhibited as 
" able to be touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities," 

Secondly, No temptation can happen to us 
without the permission of God. Satan is en- 
tirely under the control of God, and cannot pro- 
ceed a step without his permission. Ail his 
temptations of God's people, therefore, must be 
by the permission of God. This fact will be 
-seen to be a source of consolation to the people 
of God under temptation, when it is considered 
who or what God is, especially in reference to 
them. The disposition of God towards his 
people, is that of love. Of the truth of this 
statement there are abundant proofs. His own 
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declarations and promises prove it. " I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love." " Can a 
Woman forget her sucking child, that she should 
not have compassion on the son of her womb ? 
Yea, they may forget ; yet will I not forget thee- 
Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 
rtty hands ; thy walls are continually before me." 
His Conduct also proves it. When they were 
fat from him by wicked works, he brought them 
nigh by a believing application to them of the 
blood of Christ. He has provided for them, be- 
yond the grave, an eternal weight of glory, and 
to this blessedness he is enabling them to per- 
severe* Till they attain to this blessedness, he 
confers on them ail needful good, and blesses to 
them even their afflictions. But the disposition 
of one towards us may be benevolent, when the 
mode he is adopting to express it may not be 
very discreet. This, however, is not the case 
with God. His conduct towards us is as wise 
as his disposition is benevolent. He is infinite 
in wisdom, and, therefore, infallible. The Judge 
of all the earth must do right ; and we cannot 
but acknowledge at all times that he hath done 
all things well. 

l3 
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By the permission of such a being as this do 
all our temptations happen to us ! a being who 
loves us, and knows perfectly what is best lor as ! 
and who cannot but act for the advancement of 
our best interests ! We may be satisfied, then, 
that he will permit us to be assailed by no tempt- 
ation which we are not able to resist, or which 
he will not enable us to resist : thus verifying in 
our experience the declaration of his word, " he 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able." As Satan was charged as to the ex- 
tent to which he was to attack Job, and even the 
manner in which he was to attack him, so we 
conclude that God will equally, and in the same 
manner, charge him in reference to ourselves. 
We may also be satisfied that he will not permit 
us to be exposed to any particular temptation, or 
any series of temptations, longer than is absolutely 
necessary. That it is necessary that we should 
be exposed to temptation, we do not at all doubt ; 
for God does not act, nor does he permit others 
to act, in reference especially to his moral govern- 
ment, without some important purpose being 
thereby promoted. We may not always perceive 
the object of God's actions, or of the actions he 
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permits his enemies to perform ; but the object, 
nevertheless, does exist. There is some impor- 
tant end to be promoted by our being subjected 
to temptation ; and when this object is promoted, 
we may conclude that the temptation we may be 
permitted to be subject to, will be removed from 
us* As well, therefore, as not suffering us to be 
tempted above that we are able, we may conclude 
that God will make for us a way of escape. We 
may be further satisfied,- that all our temptations 
will be made, in some way or other, to contribute 
to our spiritual good : — yes, even those will be 
overruled for good, to which we have sinfully 
yielded ; if not to ourselves, though it is by no 
means certain that they will not be to ourselves, 
at least to others, in discovering to them their 
weakness when left to themselves,, and, hence, 
leading them to depend more implicitly on God. 
As is said of affliction, " God doth not afflict will- 
ingly, nor grieve the children of men;" so it 
may be said of temptation, " God doth not will- 
ingly suffer his children to be tempted." God 
cannot promote the object he has to promote in 
us, or by us, by any other means than by suffer- 
ing us to be subject to temptation : at least, he 
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makes choice of this means as that which seems 
to bim best. He wishes to show us what is in 
our hearts, and this is the most effectual way of 
making to us the discovery ; or he wishes to im- 
press us fully with a sense of the obligations we 
are under, in our devoted and holy walk, to sus- 
taining grace, and we can be so impressed only 
by our being left, as it were, for a time to our- 
selves ; or he wishes to qualify us for adminis- 
tering support and comfort to others in tempt* 
tion, and we can be thus qualified only by being 
brought into circumstances in which we can feel 
and enjoy this support and comfort. This ap- 
pears to have been an object of his permitting 
Peter to be tempted, and even to yield to tempt* 
ation : " When thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren." Thus the consideration that God 
takes cognizance of our temptations, and that all 
our temptations happen to us by his permission, 
is a source of support and consolation to every 
Christian mind under temptation. 

Thirdly^ There are on record abundance of 
promises of support under temptation, or of grace 
to fortify against it. The following promises are 
of this kind : — " God is faithful, who will not suf- 
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fer you to be tempted above that ye are able ; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it." " My 
-grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness." " In that he himself 
hath suffered, being tempted, he is able to suc- 
cour them that are tempted." " The Lord know- 
eth how to deliver the godly out of temptations." 
•* Ye are of God, little children, and have over- 
come them ; because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world." " He that feareth 
God shall come forth of them all." " Simon, Simon, 
behold Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat : but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not." " And the God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly." 
" I have written unto you, young men, because 
ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in 
you, and ye have overcome the wicked one." 
u We know that whosoever is born of God sin- 
neth not : but he that is begotten of God keepeth 
himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not." 
•• Resist the devil, and he will flee from you" 
1 Cor. x. 13 ; 2 Cor. xii. 9 ; Heb. ii. 18 ; 2 Pet. 
U. 9; 1 John iv, 4; Eccles. yii. J 8 ; Luke xxii. 
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31, 32; Rom. xvi. 20; 1 John ii. 14; v. 18; 
James iv. 7. 

It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to add, that 
the being who thus engages to support us under 
temptation, and to fortify us against it, is the 
God who cannot lie, and who is able to perform 
all his engagements. The engagements, therefore, 
as they furnish a sufficient warrant for trust, be* 
come a most stable ground of trust Here we 
may take our stand, and, bidding defiance to 
all the attempts of our spiritual adversaries, ex- 
claim, — 

" The word that saves me does engage 
A sure defence from all their rage." 

Fourthly, The Lord Jesus Christ himself suf- 
fered temptation, that he might be able to sympa* 
thize with us, and succour us under temptation. 
We have already alluded to the temptation of our 
Lord. A more particular consideration of it, 
however, will convince us, that it was in sub> 
stance that to which the children of God in all 
ages have been subject, and by which they have 
been more distressed than by any other. In 
the first place, he was tempted to question his 
Sonship with God : " If thou be the Son of God f 
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and, hence, to question the existence of that 
which was the very basis of all his hopes, and 
Hie source of all his happiness : for, if we are not 
the children of God, we have no part in the fa- 
vour of God, and have no reasonable expecta- 
tions of dwelling with God* If Christ were not 
the Son of God, then his mission to earth was not 
what it professed to be, not what he declared it 
to be ; and, hence, instead of God's being, as he 
declared he was, well pleased in him, his soul 
could have no pleasure in him; and, instead 
of raising him up with his own right hand, after 
he had been crucified and slain, and setting him 
on high in the heavenly places, he would have 
left his soul in the invisible state, and permitted 
his body to see corruption. In the next place, he 
was tempted to tempt God >— first, by demanding 
of him a miracle to supply him with bread ; and, 
secondly, by demanding extraordinary protection 
from danger,* to which, in an uncalled-for manner, 
he should expose himself: " If thou be the Son 
of God, cast thyself down, (from the pinnacle of 
the temple,) for it is written, He shall give his 
angels charge concerning thee ; and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 
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thou dash thy foot against a stone.'' The dis- 
position that would yield to such a suggestion, 
would be nothing but presumption in the highest 
degree, and, hence, the efforts made to produce 
it in his mind were a direct attempt upon his hap- 
piness. He was further tempted to blaspheme, 
or utterly to abandon his allegiance to God : — 
" All the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them, will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me I " — thus pressing him to that which 
is abhorrent to the nature of every rational being! 
That the violence of this temptation was great, 
we may fairly conclude from the circumstance, 
that it is recorded, in connexion with it, that 
special Divine support was ministered to him 
under it. It is said, " Then the devil leaveth him, 
and behold angels came and ministered unto hons" 
implying that the temptation left him in a state of 
exhaustion, from which such extraordinary agency 
only could raise him. But we are not to suppose 
that this was the only instance of temptation to 
which our Lord was subject. It would appear 
that he himself refers to another instance of 
temptation, when he says, " The prince of this 
world cometh, and hath nothing in me." What 
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was the kind of temptation here alluded to we 
know nit. It is not impossible that it was a 
temptation to commit some gross sin ; nor, from 
the reason our Lord assigns for its not succeeding 
with him, is it very improbable : " he hath nothing 
in me" — he finds in me no sinful propensities on 
which he can operate, to lead me to violate any 
of the laws either of religion or morality. We 
know that Satan sometimes tempts the saints to 
commit sins which are revolting to their nature* — 
to revel in uncleanness, which was never their ele- 
ment ; and of inducing them to obey his sugges- 
tions to commit which he cannot possibly have 
the slightest hope ; there is, therefore, nothing 
very unreasonable in the supposition, that he 
might thus, also, tempt our Lord. But it is the 
more probable from what is said of his contact 
with temptation : " He was in all points tempted 
like as we are." Christ having thus suffered as 
we do, being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted* 

How great an alleviation is this, how consider- 
able a source of consolation is this, to every 
tempted believer ! In all the wicked suggestions 
lie receives, and all the annoyances he suffers 

M 
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from Satan, he receives and suffers from him no- 
thing but what Christ himself has previously re- 
ceived and suffered from him. How great a 
relief do we deem it in affliction to have a friend 
who can sympathize with us, even if he is able 
to do for us nothing more than sympathize ? The 
simple expression, " I can feel for you, for I have 
endured what you are now suffering," is a cordial 
to the soul. Christ is able to sympathise with 
the tempted souL But he is able to apply re- 
lief, as well as sympathize with us. His ability 
to apply to us relief is increased and improved 
by his ability to sympathize with us. He thus 
knows exactly what kind of relief will be suitable, 
before he applies it, from the knowledge he has 
of what would have been suitable to himself or 
what he desired or received from the Father, 
when he was in similar circumstances. Such a 
consideration as this is sufficient to enable the 
believer resolutely to exclaim, " Get thee hence, 
Satan, for thou art an offence to me : for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men." 

Fifthly, Christ is constantly praying that we 
may be able to resist and overcome temptation. 
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When our Lord ascended to heaven, and took 
his station at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, he did not sit down in idle grandeur, to 
receive homage without communicating blessed- 
ness, and to wait the restitution of all things, 
when his glory should be revealed to assembled 
worlds, without exerting himself personally with 
a view to this consummation ; but he entered on 
a course of active benevolence, and on behalf of 
the inhabitants of the world he had just left. 
When expiring on the cross, he did, indeed, ex> 
claim, "It is finished ;" thereby intimating that 
his work was accomplished. And so it was ac- 
complished, so far as substitution was concerned ; 
for he had then fulfilled the Divine law, and suf- 
fered its penalty in our stead. But it was neces- 
sary that he should continue his offices for us ; 
and to continue them for us was the purpose for 
which he went to heaven. 

The manner in which he continues his offices 
for us in heaven, is that of making intercession 
for us. Thus it is said, " He ever liveth to 
make intercession for us ;" and, in allusion to the 
Jewish high-priest, who, having offered sacrifice 
for them, interceded for the people by burning 
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incense upon the golden altar, which was before 
the vail by the mercy-seat, Christ is represented 
as standing before a golden altar in heaven, and 
having much incense, that he may offer it with 
the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar 
which is before the throne. 

A model of Christ's intercessory prayers we 
have, perhaps, in the seventeenth chapter of the 
gospel of John, the prayer which he presented 
with and for his disciples, previously to his de- 
parture out of the world. In that prayer he 
prays that they may be kept from the evil of the 
world. Now as much of that evil arises from 
temptation, deliverance from temptation, or se- 
curity against it, must form part of his interces- 
sory prayer for us. But we have on record, in 
the case of Peter, a specific instance of Christ's 
praying for strength to overcome temptation : 
" Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat ; but I 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not" 
The prayer which he thus presented for. Peter, 
he may, and no doubt does, present for every in- 
dividual of his people. We are positively as- 
sured that he is ready to act for us as an advo* 
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cate with God, to procure for us pardon in case 
of actual sin : " If any man sin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 
Have we less reason to believe that he is ready to 
act for us as an intercessor, to secure for us grace 
to enable us to resist and overcome the influence 
"of sin ? in other words, that he is less desirous 
that we should altogether abstain from sin, than 
he is ready to procure for us the pardon of sin ? 
To what extent we are indebted to the inter- 
cession of Christ for successful resistance of 
temptation, it is impossible for us to say, because 
it is impossible for us, at all times, to say when 
we are the subjects of temptation ; but it is not 
too much to say, that, in every instance in which 
we do not actually yield to temptation, we are 
indebted for the fortitude and courage we have 
exercised, and the victory we have obtained, to 
his intercession. And, perhaps, if it could be 
correctly ascertained, we should find that we 
were also, and to a considerable extent, under 
•obligation to the intercession of Christ, even in 
those cases in which we have yielded to tempta- 
tion. Grace may have been prayed for b^ Vvvrcv, 
sad actually offered to us ; but yj^ \v*Nfc lwasNak 
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its operations, or abused its influence. Of Eph- 
raim God said, " Let him alone,** — implying that 
his gracious influence had been exerted on his 
behalf but that he had resisted it. In like man- 
ner, we may not avail ourselves of the advantage 
offered to us by Christ's intercession, and, on ac- 
count of our neglect of it, we fall into the snare 
of the devil. 

But whether we realize the benefit to be de- 
rived from it or not, the intercession of Christ is 
equally valuable ; and, to every one who is con- 
vinced of the evil of sin, who deplores the exist- 
ence of sin in his own soul, and who is struggling 
to be free from sin, but who feels the entice- 
ments to it by which he is constantly surrounded ; 
to every such individual it is a source of un* 
mingled satisfaction, and tends much to embolden 
him to strive against sin — that Christ ever liveth, 
not only to make intercession for him, but to in- 
tercede expressly for grace to fortify him against 
temptation. He thus feels that, though he may 
be troubled on every side, he has no occasion for 
despair; for sin shall not have dominion over 
him, Christ being able to keep him from falling, 
and to present hiin faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joy. 



CHAPTER VI. 



RESISTANCE OF TEMPTATION. 

The facts and circumstances of the preceding 
chapter must be of a most pleasing character to 
every individual who feels himself assailed by 
temptation, and is desirous of rising superior to 
it ; for they discover to him that there is an 
agency in existence provided against temptation, 
by securing which he may himself rise superior 
to it. But then this agency does not act inde- 
pendently of us, but co-operates with us: our 
own previous effort it requires as an indispens- 
able condition of acting. It seems, therefore, that, 
in order to our rising superior to temptation, we 
must resist it j the means by which it may be 
resisted we proceed to specify: — 

First, We should make ourselves acquainted 
with our situation as exposed to temptation. In 
circumstances of danger, it is of the first import- 
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ance that we be fully acquainted with our condi- 
tion ; for as, without an apprehension of danger, 
we should never think of adopting measures of 
security, so, without an adequate knowledge of 
the precise danger to which we are exposed, we 
should be unable to adopt such measures as would 
be suitable. As subject to temptation, it is of 
the first importance that we be fully acquainted 
with our condition ; for such a state is one of im- 
minent danger, against which it behoves us to 
provide, but against which we cannot provide, 
without a just apprehension and adequate know- 
ledge of it. An adequate knowledge of our con- 
dition, as subject to temptation, comprehends, — 
1 . A knowledge of the tempter : of his cha- 
racter; and of his facilities for seducing us from 
God : for to confront an enemy with adequate 
forces, we must have some idea of what is the 
extent of his power. Of the character of Satan, 
and his power to draw us from our obedience to 
God : we shall obtain information only from the 
Scriptures ; but from them we may obtain all re- 
quisite information. We shall do well, there- 
fore, to read those passages of Scripture which 
treaX of Satan ; to study tYient, and. etv&&«Ntai\ \a 
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understand them ; and so far to make their con- 
tents our own, that on all occasions requiring it 
we may be able to use them. Thus, aware of 
his sagacity, we shall never think of confronting 
him with ignorance and folly ; aware of his sub- 
tilty and vigilance, we shall never think of con- 
fronting him with neglect and indiscretion ; under 
an overwhelming impression of his power, we 
shall employ against him, when conflicting with 
him, all the forces which we both possess and 
are able to command; equally impressed with 
his cruelty, we shall, if possible, avoid conflict 
with him, or if that be not to be expected by us, 
we shall contend with him as those that have no 
hope but in victory ; and, perceiving the extent 
of his influence, we shall see that our only se- 
curity lies in our rising superior to it. So im- 
portant is a knowledge of the Scriptures, and 
especially those parts of them which respect the 
devil, to persons who are subject to his tempta- 
tion, that the possession of it is represented as 
furnishing them with a most powerful defensive 
weapon — M the sword of the Spirit," 

2. A knowledge of ourselves. Satan, it has 
been seen, depends more for his success wet \& 



130 RESISTANCE OF TEMPTATION. 

on what exists iu ourselves, than on what exists 
in him. He might lay siege to our hearts, but 
he would never gain admittance into them, did 
not the forces within, whode duty it is to keep 
them with diligence, treacherously throw open 
the gates. It becomes, therefore, a matter of 
importance, that we not only make ourselves ac- 
quainted with the character and forces, of our 
declared adversary; but that we examine what 
it is within us that is so likely to betray us* The 
Scriptures declare that " out of the heart of man 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, prided 
foolishness ;" that " the heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked." And, if we 
compare the state of our hearts with this descrip- 
tion, we shall find a perfect correspondence be* 
tween them. On a careful examination of them, 
we shall find our hearts to be the seat of every 
evil passion; and so deceitful are they also in 
their operations, that they are never to be trusted. 
Under a most plausible pretext, there is fire* 
quently concealed a most base and wicked pur- 
pose; and behind an appearance of loveliness, 
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there lurks deformity itself. It is of course im- 
portant that we should be well acquainted with 
all this. The knowledge is to be derived from 
two sources — the Scriptures, which testify to us 
what is in man; and examination of ourselves, 
whereby, in connexion with the light imparted to 
us by the word of God, we ascertain what is in 
ourselves. 

There is a passage in the invaluable work of 
Dr. Owen, on indwelling sin, so much in accord- 
ance with the sentiments here expressed, but 
contained in language commending itself so much 
to the conscience and the heart, that the intro- 
duction of it in this place is deemed a valuable 
supplement :— 

" There are advantages for temptations lying 
oftentimes in men's natural tempers and constitu- 
tions : some are naturally gentle, facile, easy to 
be entreated, pliable, which though it be the 
noblest temper of nature, and the best and 
choicest ground, when well broken up and fal- 
lowed for grace to grow in, yet if not watched 
over, will be a means of innumerable surprisals 
and entanglements in temptation. Others are 
earthly, froward, morose ; so that envy, malice, , 
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selfishness, peevishness, harsh thoughts of others, 
repinings, lie at the very door of their natures, 
and they can scarce step out but they are in the 
snare of one or other of them. Others are pas* 
sionate, and the like. Now he that would watch 
that he enter not into temptation, had need be 
acquainted with his own natural temper, that 
he may watch over the treacheries that lie in it 
continually. Take heed lest you have a Jehu 
in you, that shall make you drive furiously; or 
a Jonah in you, that will make you ready to re- 
pine ; or a David, that will make you hasty in 
your determinations, as he was often in the* 
warmth and goodness of his natural temper. He 
who watches not this thoroughly, who is not ex- 
actly skilled in the knowledge of himself, will 
never be disentangled from one temptation or 
another, all his days. 

" Again, as men have peculiar natural tem- 
pers, which according as they are attended or 
managed, prove a great femes (nourisher) of sin, 
or advantage to the exercise of grace ; so men 
may have peculiar lusts or corruptions, which, 
either by their natural constitution, or education 
and other prejudices, have got deep rooting and 
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strength in them. This also is to be found out 
by him who would not enter into temptation. 
Unless he know it, unless his eyes be always on 
it, unless he observe its actings, motions, advan- 
tages, it. will be continually entangling and en- 
snaring him. Labour then to know thine own 
frame and temper, what spirit thou art of; what 
associates in thy heart Satan hath, where corrup- 
tion is strong, where grace is weak ; what strong 
hold lust hath in thy natural constitution, and 
the like. How many have all their comforts 
blasted, and peace disturbed, by natural passion 
and peevishness ? How many are rendered use- 
less in the world by their own gentleness and fa- 
cility? Be acquainted then with thine own 
heart: though it be deep, search it; though it 
be dark, inquire into it; though it give all its 
distempers other names than what are their due, 
believe it not. Were not men utter strangers to 
themselves, did they not give flattering titles to 
their natural distempers, did they not strive rather 
to justify, palliate, or excuse the evils of their 
hearts, that are suited to their natural tempers 
and constitutions, than to destroy them, and by 
these means keep themselves off from taking a 

N 
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clear and distinct view of them ; it were ta 
sible that they should all their days hang in the 
same briars, without an attempt for deliverance, 
Usele&sness and scandal in professors, are branches 
growing constantly on this root of unacquainted* 
Hess with their own frame and temper ; and how 
few are there who will either study them them- 
selves, or bear with those who would acquaint 
them with them?" 

3. A knowledge of the relation in which we 
stand to God, and of the light in which he regards 
sins In God we live, and move, and have our 
being, and we are bound to serve and glorify him 
with all the powers we possess ; the least failure 
of which is regarded by him as a heinous offence, 
which he will severely visit, and punish* In every 
instance, therefore, in which we yield to tempt** 
tton, we expose ourselves to the displeasure oC 
him who will destroy his enemies with the breath 
of his mouth. This constitutes our principal dan- 
ger as exposed to temptation ; and this it is thai 
should principally induce us to adopt measures to 
secure ourselves from the power of the tempter* 
Now, without this last description of knowledge, 
who does not see that we should want adequate 
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motives to the resistance of temptation? and, 
hence, who does not see the importance of it? 
, To realize our relation to God, then, our obliga- 
tions to love and serve him supremely, and the 
gross sin and imminent danger of not glorifying 
him as God, and not merely to become acquainted 
with these truths, we ought to spare no pains. , 
Secondly, We should studiously avoid every 
occasion of sin. .If we would preserve combus- 
tible matter from igniting, we must keep it from 
contact witji fire ; and if we would not inflame 
our evil passions, we must not tamper with ob- 
jects congenial to them ; for our evil passions 
are combustible, and objects congenial to them 
are fire,— contact, therefore, between these pas- 
sions and objects will produce combustion. Thus, 
when Achan looked on the golden wedge he co- 
veted it, and when David looked on Bathsheba 
he lusted after her ; and neither of them rested 
till he had possessed himself of the object of his 
passion. In like manner, we often see the tam- 
pering with the object of any unhallowed passion, 
lead to the indulgence and gratification of that 
passion. Entering a convivial party, for example, 
frequently leads to intoxication ; going into the 
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way of strife frequently embroils, when words are 
uttered, and actions performed, which, besides the 
injury they inflict upon, or occasion to, others, 
pierce the subject of them through with many 
sorrows ; and merely listening to the voice of 
strange women, frequently draws men into a vor- 
tex of corruption. 

" It is infinitely dangerous," observes Dr. South, 
" to parley with a temptation. It being usually 
with the heart of a man and a temptation, as it 
was with Esau and his brother Jacob ; while Esau 
was marching towards him, he fully purposed to 
fight him, but as soon as he came to him, he em- 
braced him. It is a saying worthy to be writ- 
ten in the heart of every man with the pen of a 
diamond, ' He who loves danger, shall perish 
therein.' Eccles. iii. 26. And that man who can 
be so egregiously mistaken, as to imagine that he 
can learn sobriety among the debauched, chas- 
tity in the stews, modesty at balls and plays, and 
the like, will soon leave his virtue behind him, 
and the character of Iris company, and the image 
of their vices, will be drawn in deep and lasting 
impressions upon his soul. There is no such 
thing as gathering grapes of thorns, or figs of 
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thistles. There is no such thing as turning the 
incentives of vice into the instruments of virtue. 
Carnal company is more dangerous than an epi- 
demic fever. Few, if any, have ventured, but 
hare suffered. Reader, stand upon thy guard 
continually." To the same effect, though with 
somewhat more of quaintness, observes the es- 
timable Thomas Brooks : " He that would not 
be burnt, must dread the fire j he that would not 
hear the bell, must not meddle with the rope. 
To venture upon the occasion of sin, and then 
pray, ' lead us not into temptation,' is all one as 
to thrust the finger into the fire, and then to pray 
that it may not be burnt God will not remove 
the temptation, if you turn not from the occa- 
sion. It is a just and righteous thing with God 
that he should fall into the pit that will adven- 
ture to dance upon the brink of it, and that he 
should be a slave to sin that will not flee from 
the occasion of sin. As long as there is fuel in 
our hearts for temptation, we cannot be secure : 
he that has gunpowder about him, had need 
keep far off from sparks ; to rush upon the occa- 
sions of sin is to tempt ourselves, and also to 
tempt Satan to tempt our souls ; it is very rare 
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that any soul plays with the occasion, but that 
soul is ensnared by it; it is seldom that God 
keeps that soul from the acts of sin, that will not 
keep off from the occasions of sin ; he that ad* 
ventures upon the occasions of sin, is as he that 
would quench the fire with oil, which is fuel to 
maintain and increase it." 

The power of indwelling sin, and hence the 
importance of abstaining from every thing that 
would in the least .cherish or excite it, is most a£> 
fectingly exhibited in the conduct of some of the 
Old Testament saints. As what the excellent 
Dr. Owen has written on this subject is so much 
to the purpose, we shall quote from him s — " These 
failings are most of them in the lives of men that 
were not of the lowest form, or ordinary sort of 
believers, but of men that had a peculiar emi- 
nency in them, on the account of their walking 
with God in their generation. Such were Noah, 
Lot, David, Hezekiah, and others. They were 
not men of an ordinary size, but higher than tbeir 
brethren by their shoulders, and upwards, in pro- 
fession, yea, in real holiness. And these very 
men fell not into these great sins at the beginning 
of their profession, when they had had but a little 
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experience of the goodness of God, of the sweet- 
ness and pleasantness of obedience, of the power 
and craft of sin, of its impulsions, solicitations, 
and sarprisals ; but after a long course of walk- 
ing with God, and acquaintance with all these 
things, together with innumerable motives unto 
watchfulness. Noah, according to the lives of 
men in those days of the world, had walked up* 
rightly with God, some hundreds of years before 
he was so surprised as he was. Gen. ix. Righteous 
JLot seems to have been towards the end of his 
days, ere he defiled himself with the abominations 
recorded. David, in a short life, had as much ex- 
perience of grace and sin, and as much close spi- 
ritual communion with God, as ever had any of 
the sons, of men, before he was cast to the ground 
by the law of sin. So was it with Hezekiah in his 
degree, Which was none of the meanest As if 
God had permitted their fall on set purpose that 
we might learn to be wary of this powerful erie*- 
my, they all of them fell out when they had new* 
ly received great and stupendous mercies from 
the hand of God, that ought to have been strong 
obligations unto diligence and watchfulness in 
close obedience. Noah was but newly come 
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forth of that world of waters, wherein he saw the 
ungodly world perishing for their sins, and him- 
self preserved by that astonishing miracle, which 
all ages must admire : whilst the world's desola- 
tion was an hourly remembrance to him of bis 
strange preservation by the immediate care and 
hand of God, he falls into drunkenness. Lot had 
newly seen that, which every one that thinks of 
cannot but tremble. He saw, as one speaks, JS$U 
coming out of Heaven upon unclean sinners ; the 
greatest evidence, except the cross of Christ* that 
God ever gave, in his providence, of the judgment 
to come. He saw himself and children delivered by 
the special care and miraculous hand of God ; and 
yet, whilst these strange mercies were fresh upon 
him, he fell into drunkenness, and incest. David 
was delivered out of all his troubles, and bad the 
necks of his enemies given him round about} 
and he makes use of his peace from a world of 
trials and troubles, to contrive adultery and mur- 
der. Immediately it was, after Heaekiah's great 
and miraculous deliverance, that he falls into hit 
carnal pride and boasting. Methinks this should 
make us look about us. Are we better than 
Noah, who had that testimony from God, that he 
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was a perfect man in his generation, and walked 
with God? Are we better than Lot, whose 
righteous soul was vexed with the evil deeds of 
ungodly men, and is therefore commended by the 
Holy Ghost? Are we more holy, wise, and 
watchful than David, who obtained this testi- 
mony, that he was a man after Gods own heart? 
Or better than Hezekiah, who appealed to God 
himself, that he had served him uprightly with a 
•perfect heart? And yet what prevalency the 
law of sin wrought in and over them we see. 
And there is no end of the like examples; they 
.are all set up as buoys to discover to us the sands, 
the shelves, the rocks, whereupon they made 
their shipwreck, to their hazard, danger, loss, yea, 
and would have done to their ruin, had not God 
been pleased in his faithfulness graciously to pre- 
vent it.* 

" Samson, a judge of Israel, 1 * says South, " and 
a terror to his enemies, a man made up of mira- 
cles, by indulging a temptation, rendered himself 
a scoff and a by-word to the nations round him, 
(as every vicious and voluptuous prince must 
needs be.) By temptation, he was transformed, 
and made a greater miracle of folly and weak- 
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ness, than ever he had been of strength ; and a 
greater disgrace to his country, than ever he had 
been a defence ; and from a judge of Israel, he 
became a judgment upon it." 

Accordingly, the Scriptures urge upon us very 
forcibly the avoidance of all occasion* of bid. 
They do this sometimes by express injunctions : 
as, *' Enter not into the path of the wicked, and 
go not in the way of evil men* Avoid it, pass 
not by it, turn from it, and pass away." Prov. iv. 
14, 15. "Abstain from all appearance of evil" 
1 Thess. v. 22. " Wherefore, * come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing." 2 Cor. vi. 1 7. 
At other times they do it by examples. In the 
portrait they furnish of a good man, one of the 
most striking features is his concern to abstain 
from every thing that might lead to sin : "Blessed 
is the man that walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." Ps. i. 1. 
And the individuals they set before us as models, 
actually abstain from every thing that would lead 
to sin. Joseph was sorely pressed by his mas- 
ter's wife to commit sin with her; when he not 
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only resolutely rejected her overtures, but, as far 
as it was possible for him to do it, avoided any 
sort of intercourse with her : for it is testified, 
" And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph 
day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to 
tie by her, or to be with her, 19 Gen. xxxix. 1 0. 
Job, lest he Should thereby be drawn aside to 
ski, WQuld not so much as look, nor even think 
upon an object with which he could sin : " I 
wade a covenant with mine eyes ; why then 
should I think upon a maid?" Job. xxxi. 1. 
(tavid, while exemplifying the man after God's 
own heart, not only kept himself from sin, but 
from every thing that might draw him into sin ; 
" I have not sat with vain persons," says he, 
" neither will I go in with dissemblers," He, 
moreover, prays that he may be preserved from: 
such seducements t " Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity." Ps. xxvi. 4 ; cxix. 87, And 
amy not the case of the Nazarites serve as an 
example, too, in the same connexion? And is: 
it not recorded for this purpose? They Were; 
under a vow not to drink wine, and, lest they 
should thereby be led to break their vow* they 
would not so much as eat a grape, nor even 
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taste the husk of a grape. Bnt the very con- 
duct which, from the state of our hearts, it ap- 
pears so important that we should practise, and 
which, for the same reason, is enjoined upon us 
so forcibly in the Word of God, most men are 
in the habit of enjoining on their children, or 
persons with whom they have any influence, and, 
if possible, enforcing the observance of it. For 
example : — to preserve their children from sin, 
they regard it as of the first importance to keep 
them out of the way of sin. Opposite conduct 
to this they would regard as putting them within 
the jaws of the lion, and then attempting to pre- 
serve them from being devoured. Thus the 
conduct which is recommended as a means of 
effectually resisting temptation, is enforced by 
an argument drawn even from our own practice. 
Thirdly, We should keep our passions under 
constant restraint. We have seen that «t is 
entirely from principles within us, responding to 
the temptation without us, that we at any time 
yield to the temptation. Our yielding to tempt- 
ation is nothing else than, at the suggestion of 
Satan, our exercising our passions on unlawful 
obiecta ; or our unduly or unseasonablv exercising 
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them on objects that may be lawful in them- 
selves. Incontinence, for example, is the exer- 
cise of love on forbidden objects ; dishonesty is 
the carrying out of a desire after that .which we 
may not possess, instead of after that which we 
may possess > gluttony and drunkenness are an 
excessive and disorderly love of objects, lawful 
in themselves ; revenge is hatred of moral evil, 
exercised in reference to the subject of the pas- 
sion, rather than in reference to the evil itself ; 
pride is complacence misplaced in self; devote- 
ment to the world is love of pleasure, instead of 
love of God ; profaneness is hatred of the source 
of moral excellence, which we ought supremely 
to love. And, from the character of our pas- 
sions as corrupted by sin, such a disordered ex- 
ercise of them can be easily promoted. Hence 
the importance of exercising a vigilant and rigor- 
ous restraint over them. Our love should not 
be permitted to be exercised by us, till we have 
ascertained whether or not its object is legiti- 
■ mate ; our hatred we should not allow to be 
aroused, but by that which is really hateful ; our 
desires should be limited to that which we are 
allowed to acquire or enjoy ; out feats ^j* sSmnW 

o 



146 RESISTANCE OF TEMPTATION. 

guard against leading us to commit sin ; and the 
exercise itself of our passions we should guard 
and restrain, even when the objects of them are 
allowable. 

Self-government is no less enforced and re- 
commended by the word of God, than it is by 
common sense. And the word of God enforces 
and recommends it by its precepts : " Keep thy 
heart with all diligence ; for out of it are the 
issues of life." " Let not sin, therefore, reign in 
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the 
lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members 
as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin.* 
"Mortify the deeds of the body." "Mortify 
your members which are upon the earth ; for- 
nication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idol- 
atry." " Every one of you should know how to 
possess his vessel in sanctification and honour ; 
not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the 
Gentiles, which know not God." Prov. iv. 23 ; 
Rom. vi. 12, 18 ; viii. 13 ; CoL iii. 5 ; 1 Thess. 
iv. 4, 5. So also does it by its examples. David 
declares that he "hates vain thoughts." Paul 
declares that he " keeps under his body, and 
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brings it into subjection ; lest that, by any means, 
when he has preached to others, he himself 
should be a cast-away." And the glorified saints 
in heaven are represented as, while on earth, 
having preserved themselves from all unhallowed 
affections : *' These are they which were not de- 
filed with women ; for they are virgins." Rev. 
xiv. 4. 

In order the more effectually to govern them- 
selves, men have entirely excluded themselves 
from society. Hence arose various monastic 
orders, the intention of which was good, but mis- 
taken, and which led to the greatest extrava- 
gancies and enormities. From the incitements 
to the passions existing in the world, and, hence, 
from the difficulties of keeping them under proper 
restraint, while in the world, Anthony, and, after 
him, many others, retired into a desert, and se- 
cluded themselves almost entirely from society ; 
supposing that thereby they should escape the 
world ; but not, at the same time, supposing that 
the same incitements which exist really in soci- 
ety, may be presented to the imagination, with 
nearly equal power, in seclusion ; and that, by 
their retirement, they altogether neglected their 
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relative duties, for which neglect God would not 
hold them guiltless. We are not, without an 
evident call of duty, to rush into vain and wicked 
society ; but, at the same time, as long as God 
is pleased to continue us in the present state, 
it is not our duty entirely to abandon society, 
We have all relative duties to perform, which 
cannot be performed by us in seclusion. . And, 
while thus living in the world, we are to keep 
ourselves from the spirit of the world ; in order 
to which, we must keep our hearts with all dili- 
gence. This keeping of the heart may be ren- 
dered comparatively easy : — 

1. By a settled conviction of the duty of it, 
and a determined resolution to perform the duty. 
Let us once be satisfied that we ought to attempt 
any thing, and it is not a trifle that will deter us 
from making the attempt ; and only let us resolve 
on accomplishing, or obtaining an object that is 
fairly within the compass of our .capabilities, and 
it must be an obstacle of some magnitude that 
shall defeat us. Of the power of the human 
judgment, and volition in this respect, every day 
and every department of enterprise are furnishing 
us with examples. Let us U\eu settle it in our 
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consciences, that we ought to " mortify the deeds 
of the body w — " crucify the flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts ;" and let us resolve on performing 
our duty, and the obstacles to the performance 
existing in our present gratification or suffering, 
although before they rose almost to heaven, will 
melt like wax, and flow before us. 

2. By a persevering discharge of the duty. 
How much, and how easily our appetite for food 
may be kept within proper bounds, by a persever- 
ing control over it, is remarkably illustrated in 
the case of the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Frank- 
lin. Speaking of his father, he says, " He was 
fond of having at his table, as often as possible, 
some friends or well-informed neighbours, capable 
of rational conversation, and he was always care- 
ful to introduce useful, or ingenious topics of dis- 
course, which might tend to form the minds of 
his children. By this means he easily attracted 
our attention to what was just, prudent, and be- 
neficial in the conduct of life. He never talked 
of the meats that were upon die table, never dis- 
cussed whether they were well or ill dressed, of a 
good or bad flavour, high-seasoned, or otherwise, 
preferable or inferior to this or that <5ly^v oi &«yba.~ 

o 3 
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lar kind. Thus accustomed from my infancy 
the utmost inattention to these objects, I hi 
always been perfectly regardless of what kind 
food was before me ; and I pay so little attentk 
to it even now, that it would be a hard matter ft 
me to recollect, a few hours after I had dined, c 
what my dinner had consisted. When travelling 
I have particularly experienced the advantage of 
thb habit ; for it has often happened to me to be 
iu company with persons, who, having a more de- 
licate, because a more exercised taste, have suf- 
fered, in many cases, considerable inconvenience ; 
while, as to myself, I have had nothing to desire" 
If the appetite for food could be so nicely regulated 
by discipline, why may not any other appetite be 
by the same means ? But we see the effect of dis- 
cipline iu this respect, not only in well-ordered 
families, the juvenile members of which feel no 
relish for the pursuits which engage persons who 
have been governed differently from themselves ; 
but also, and still more strikingly, in certain cases 
of persons who have, at some period of their lives, 
been slaves to their lusts. And such is that ol 
the well known, and justly admired Col. Gardiner. 
Previously to his conversion, libidinousness was a 



RESISTANCE OF TEMPTATION. 1 5 1 

distinctive feature of his character, but after that 
event, which happened while he was yet a young 
man, that propensity formed no part of his consti- 
tution. His own description of the change runs 
thus : — " I was effectually cured of all inclination 
to that sin I was so strongly addicted to, that I 
thought • nothing but shooting me through the 
head could have cured me of it; and all desire 
and inclination to it was removed as entirely as 
if I had been a sucking child ; nor did the tempt- 
ation return to this day." (Doddridge's Life of Col. 
Gardiner, note under sect. 37.) Here was, it is 
true, a work of grace ; for nothing else than grace 
could have accomplished it. But as grace ope- 
rates in connexion with human instrumentality, 
and that instrumentality is generally required by 
it as indispensable, may we not reasonably con- 
clude that a self-government, a marshalling, and 
disciplining of the component parts of his consti- 
tution, in keeping with the ideas and impressions 
peculiar to the profession to which he belonged, 
did much instrumen tally in aiding it? 

Fourthly, We should set before us the ex- 
amples of individuals who have exhibited emi- 
nent holiness in the midst of extraordinary expo- 
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sure to temptation. The effect upon us of ex- 
ample, in any course of action, is, either by 
removing from us any fears we may have enter* 
tained of entering upon it, or by exciting in us a 
spirit of emulation, to stimulate us in that course. 
The effect of it is well known in emboldening to 
commit sin ; it is not without its effect in em- 
boldening us to practise holiness. Accordingly, 
for this latter purpose, the lives of many saints 
are recorded in the sacred Scriptures, and we are 
directly exhorted so to use them : " That ye be 
not slothful, but followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises." " Where- 
fore, seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race that is 
set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith." Heb. vi. 12 ; xii. 1, 2. 
Now as example is salutary and influential in 
holy practice generally, it is so in particular de- 
partments of that practice; and in no depart- 
ment has it greater influence, than that of resist- 
ance of temptation : for when we observe others, 
who are tempted equally mtto. owtuelves, resist 
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and overcome temptation, we take fresh courage, 
we make additional efforts, we persevere in our 
struggle, and determine on nothing less than re- 
tiring from the conflict " more than conquerors? 
And how many, and how interesting are the 
examples of eminent piety, in connexion with 
severe temptation, to be found in the Scriptures? 
Joseph was forcibly and insidiously pressed to 
commit a sin; he might have committed it in 
perfect security from exposure to human observa- 
tion and reproach, also with the probable advance- 
ment of his worldly interests ; at the same time, 
he could scarcely have been free from apprehen- 
sion of some of the consequences in which his 
resistance involved him: but he resolutely re- 
sisted ! " How," he asks, " How can I do this 
.great wickedness, and sin against God?" Job 
was suddenly and entirely deprived of his im- 
mense wealth, he was bereft of his children, he 
was grievously diseased in his body, and distress- 
ingly tormented in his mind, when there existed 
to him a most powerful inducement to " curse 
God ? yet he held fast his integrity! Moses was 
brought up in the court of Egypt, where he had 
many inducements to live a life oA \£&!\fc\^,^xA 
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splendour, and sin ; and, by continuing at court, 
he had probably, as the adopted son of Pharaoh's 
daughter, a prospect of succeeding to the throne. 
But, in the midst of these inducements to the 
contrary, he exercised and professed faith in God, 
and suffered loss on account of it : " By faith 
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt : for he had respect 
unto the recompence of reward." Heb. xi. 24— 
26. Obadiah was governor of the house of Ahab, 
in which station he had, both in the example and 
direct influence of his lord and the court, peculiar 
temptations to become a worshipper of Baal ; but 
it is testified of him, that he feared the Lord 
greatly;" of which he gave a proof, when, at the 
hazard of his life, he secreted, in order to the 
preserving of them, fifty of the Lord's prophets, 
who had been doomed by his royal mistress to 
be slain. 1 Kings xviii. Daniel, and the other 
Hebrew youths, could not be induced to abjure 
the God of heaven and earth, and worship idols, 
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either by exposure to beasts of prey, or subjec- 
tion to devouring element. They were stationed 
in a most corrupt and profligate court ; but they 
escaped its pollution. To every seducement to 
worldly conformity and vicious practice, they op- 
posed the fear of God ; and with that they over- 
came it. Nehemiah filled the office of cup- 
bearer to Artaxerxes, the Persian monarch — an 
office which, under any circumstances, would 
have presented oppressive difficulties to the prac- 
tice of piety ; but under a despotic and wicked 
king, overwhelmingly so ; yet of the high-toned 
piety he maintained under these difficulties, we 
may form some idea, both from the book gene- 
rally that bears his name, and from the orayer in 
particular which he presented on behalf of the 
people of Israel, as contained in the first chapter 
of that book. Hananiah, one of the restored 
captives of Israel, filled a post of a trying charac- 
ter to religious feeling — he is described as ruler 
of the palace ; but yet it is testified of him, that 
"he feared the Lord above many* John the 
Baptist was received at court by Herod, and 
treated there with much attention. From the 
known character of this court, there was much in 
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it to draw off a pious and upright mind, that 
might happen to sojourn there, from the paths of 
rectitude and piety; hut he not only remained 
stedfast himself, hut, at the expense of his life, 
he reproved the impiety and injustice of Herod 
himself. Paul was brought before Felix, in order 
to give an account of "the faith in Christ;" 
when, as by a somewhat accommodated view of 
it, he might conciliate his hearer, and thus se- 
cure his liberty, there was a strong inducement 
to him to compromise some of its peculiar truths ; 
but, regardless of personal considerations, reck- 
less of consequences, " he reasoned of righteous- 
ness, and temperance," — virtues that had been 
grossly outraged by this governor, and enforced 
the claims which he put in for them by a refer- 
ence to "judgment to come." 

But in later times, and times nearer those in 
which we live, and even in our own day, we may 
find examples of eminent piety, in connexion with 
extraordinary temptation, scarcely less impressive, 
and influential, than some of those to which we 
have just referred. Col. Gardiner, to whom, for 
another purpose, reference has already been made, 
is described by Doddridge as a character of " such 
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eminent and various goodness, as might demand 
veneration, and inspire us with a desire to imi- 
tate it too, had it appeared in the obscurest 
rank ; but as commanding some peculiar regard 
wherfViewed in so elevated and important a sta- 
tion, especially as it shone, not in ecclesiastical, 
but military life, where the temptations are so 
many, and the prevalence of the contrary character 
so great, that it may seem no inconsiderable 
praise and felicity to be free from dissolute vice, 
and to retain what in most other professions 
might be esteemed only a mediocrity of virtue." 
The late Sir Richard Hill is well known as the 
author of some excellent devotional theological 
works ; he also engaged, to a considerable extent, 
in the self-denying work of itinerant and field 
preaching, at a time when the obloquy of such 
employment was much greater than it is at pre- 
sent ; and, while thus engaged, he was surrounded 
with all the allurements to ease, and worldly plea- 
sure, connected with his exalted rank. Of the 
predominance of his religious principle and feel- 
ing, amidst his peculiar temptations, some fur- 
ther conceptions may be formed from the fact, 
that, in the legislative assembly of the land, in 
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which for many years he held a seat, he always 
rose up in defence of religion, when it was im« 
pugned, and, on all fitting occasions, avowed him- 
self its devoted friend, although he thereby sub- 
jected himself frequently to considerable ridicule. 
The late Hannah More, from the charm she was 
enabled, by the brilliancy of her mental powers, 
to throw around her, was a welcome guest in, 
and was courted by, every circle ; and she fre- 
quently moved in the highest circles. So un- 
favourable would such circumstances be to the 
growth of religion, that, one would suppose, it 
would altogether languish when brought into 
them ; yet, in defiance of them, her religion at- 
tained to such vigour, as that it led her to esti- 
mate all the fascinations of the world as vanity, 
and to devote her life to the moral and religious 
improvement of her fellow-creatures, and espe- 
cially the poor. 

But we might go on to enumerate examples, 
and examples of an equally impressive and influ- 
ential character ; but what have been produced, 
if duly considered, are amply sufficient to arm us 
with a holy resolution to give no place to the 
devil, butt by a skilful use of the weapons which 
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God has provided for us for the purpose, to com- 
bat him, and struggle with him, till we cause him 
to flee from us. 

Fifthly, We should store our minds with Scrip- 
ture truth. The Scriptures are well adapted to 
serve us in purposes in general connected with 
morals ; for they are profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness : they are said, moreover, to perfect the man 
of God, thoroughly furnishing him unto all good 
works. They are especially adapted to serve us 
in the case of temptation. In relation to the 
tempter, they are described as a defensive weapon, 
and, as such, we are exhorted to use them in en- 
countering him : — " take the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God :" — thereby intimating, 
that by a skilful use of the Scriptures, we shall 
not only be able to defend ourselves against the 
attacks of the wicked one, but that we shall be 
able to conquer him. And it is worthy of remark, 
that, in our Lord's encounter with the tempter, 
in which he so signally defeated him, the only 
weapon he is represented as using is this spiri- 
tual sword. Satan's suggestion to turn stones 
into bread, he repels merely by a qv\o\a&ow i\o\». 
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Scripture : " But he answered and said, It is writ- 
ten, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God." His suggestion to cast himself down from 
a pinnacle of the temple — a suggestion rendered 
somewhat plausible by the quotation of a passage 
of Scripture, which seemed to contain a promise 
of protection in such circumstances, he repelled 
in the same way : " Jesus said unto him, It is 
written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God." His suggestion to worship him, he also 
repels in the same way : " Then saith Jesus unto 
him, Get thee hence, Satan : for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve." And, on his making this last 
quotation, it is said, " the devil leaveth him!* 

llie adaptation of the Scriptures to fortify us 
against temptation, and to enable us to overcome 
it, will be seen in that, — 

1. They give us clear views of the claims of 
God upon us. Every act of sin that is commit- 
ted by us, is, in some sense or other, from indis- 
tinct views of the claims of God upon us : for 
did we, at the time, clearly perceive them, we 
should, perhaps, rarely, if ever, perform that act. 
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The indistinctness of our views of the claims of 
<jrod may indeed be the result of prejudice and 
enmity, as well as of want of information. Our 
sin being thus so much the result of indistinct 
views of the claims of God upon us, it is an ob- 
ject with Satan in tempting us, to keep out of 
(Bight those claims, which he does, either by mag- 
nifying the claims of other objects, or by distort- 
ing those claims themselves, or by denying their 
very existence. All these methods for keeping 
out of sight the claims of God upon him, we per- 
ceive in his temptation of our Lord. As though 
he were required to live only to himself, he pro- 
poses to him an act for the supply of his necessi- 
ties, as an act that was to engross all his consi- 
deration ; " Command that these stones be made 
bread ; " and then, as though .wantonly putting 
one's self in peril, and, in that peril, expecting the 
protection of God, were an acknowledgment of 
his particular providence, and a believing reliance 
on his promise, he proposes to him to cast him- 
self down from a pinnacle of the temple; assuring 
him that God will protect him, inasmuch as he 
has promised that he will give his angels charge 
concerning us ; who shall beat us v\\> Sxv ^tosso. 
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hands, lest at any time we dash our foot against 
a stone ; and then, as if there were no God, he 
proposes to him to worship him ! " Fall down 
and worship me!" Now the Scriptures, in the 
most explicit and positive manner, enjoin upon us 
to acknowledge God in all our ways — to do all 
that we do, even eating and drinking, to his glory ; 
and, in as explicit and positive a manner, assure 
us, that the least failure of this acknowledgment, 
and glorifying of God, is regarded by him as a 
dereliction of duty, for which he will not hold us 
guiltless : for they enjoin upon us to glorify him 
in our spirit, as well as our body, it being equally 
his. 

2. They tend to promote spirituality of disposi- 
tion. — Yes ; while the Scriptures tend to enlighten 
our minds, they also tend to sanctity our hearts. 
Thus the Holy Spirit employs them as an instru- 
ment in promoting our sanctification ; and, hence, 
when our Lord prays for the sanctification of his 
disciples, he prays for the accomplishment of it 
through the Scriptures : " Sanctify them through 
thy truth : thy word is truth." And in what- 
ever aspect wc behold them, their adaptation to 
promote sanctity will strike us. Their precepts, 
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as with one voice, pronounce, — " Be ye holy, 
for I the Lord am holy ;" their doctrines are 
all according to godliness ; their revelations dis- 
close to us a heaven into which nothing that 
defileth can enter, and a hell which is prepared 
for the punishment of sin ; their promises hold 
out no encouragement to those who are not dis- 
posed to cleanse themselves from all fil thin ess 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God ; and their characters, whether holy 
or unholy, tend, either by way of encourage- 
ment or warning, to produce in us a desire after 
holiness. 

While the Scriptures are thus admirably 
adapted to serve us as a weapon of defence in 
cases of temptation, to derive any advantage 
from them in such cases, we must store our 
memories with them ; we must labour to under- 
stand them ; and we must especially make our- 
selves familiar, and apt at quoting such passages 
of them as are suited to our particular cases. 
This last quality, which assumes the two pre- 
ceding, appears striking in our Lord, in his cele- 
brated encounter with the wicked one, to which 
we have had so frequent occasion to refer. He is 
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not only most ready in his quotations, but most apt 
in them. To the temptation to turn stones into 
bread, he opposes the passage from Deut. viii. 3, 
" Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God :" 
to the temptation presumptuously to expose him- 
self to danger, he opposes another passage from 
the sixth chapter and sixteenth verse of the 
same book, equally apposite and happy : " Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God : " and to the 
temptation most wickedly to abandon his alle- 
giance to God, by paying homage to his chief 
adversary, he opposes another passage from the 
same book, (vi. 1 8,) not less so : " Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve." Accordingly, a liberal and devoted 
use of the Scriptures is strenuously enjoined on 
us : " Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
in all wisdom." Col. iii. 1 6. " Search the Scrip- 
tures." John v. 39. Such a use of them is ac- 
tually made by the saints of God, and with a 
view to this object, " thy word have I hid in 
mine heart," says David, " that I might not sin 
against thee." And on such a use of them Christ 
confers abundant honour hy declariug that he will 
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make it effectual to the securing of this object : 
" Because thou hast kept the word of my pa- 
tience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, 
ta try them that dwell upon the earth." Rev. 
iii. 10. And if any additional motive were re- 
quisite to induce us to lay up in our minds stores 
of Scripture lore with a view to security against 
temptation, it might be found in the fact, that 
the purest characters are generally most mighty 
in the Scriptures, while the most impure are the 
most negligent, and, hence, the most ignorant 
of them. 

Sixthly, We should engage much in the ex- 
ercise of prayer. Our Lord enjoins upon us 
prayer as a preservative against temptation : 
" Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion." A habit of prayer, and a habit of yield- 
ing to temptation, are incompatible. We often 
see young persons, members of pious families, in 
whom a habit of prayer has been induced, but 
who, on going out into the world, have yielded 
to temptation after temptation, till they have 
acquired a habit of yielding to it. Every in- 
dividuaJ instance of their yie\du\£ to tem^\»^C\»\\, 
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however, has weakened their habit of prayer, and 
in a degree proportioned to that of the frequency 
with which it has been repeated ; and, when 
their yielding to temptation has become habitual, 
prayer has ceased to be so. To sin and pray 
they find to be impracticable, and as they are 
not willing to discontinue sinning, they, from 
necessity, discontinue praying. And in cases 
of declension and backsliding in believers — either 
the defection commences in prayer, or prayer is 
engaged in irregularly, or with coldness and for- 
mality, in consequence of the defection. The 
defection cannot proceed, and the seasons and 
spirit of prayer be maintained. Thus if a habit 
of prayer be formed and maintained, a supe- 
riority over temptation is acquired. 

How a habit of prayer gives us a superiority 
over temptation, will appear if we examine into 
the nature of prayer. What is prayer? In 
reply to this question it may be affirmed, — 

1 . That prayer implies converse with our own 

hearts. It is the spreading of our wants before 

God, with a view to the obtaining of a supply of 

them. Now, to ascertain what our wants really 

are, we must consult ourselves. But the most 
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pressing of our necessities are the most secret 
and spiritual, and such as we ourselves only are 
acquainted with ; and we can become acquainted 
with them only by examination of, and converse 
with, our spirits. For example, we are in greater 
danger from coldness of affection towards God, 
or from a growing distaste of spiritual things, 
than from any other cause ; and thus may need 
the enkindling of our love to God, or the quick- 
ening of our spiritual appetite, more than any 
other object ; and yet no one may perceive that 
our love to God has become cold, or that our 
relish for spiritual objects has diminished, but 
ourselves ; and we do not perceive it even till 
we have very particularly, and very faithfully 
conversed with our hearts. Thus the act of 
making known our wants to God, implies con- 
verse with our hearts. Whenever we yield to 
temptation, it is, as we have seen, because we 
are drawn away of our own lust ; but this lust is 
frequently indebted, for the power which it pos- 
sesses of drawing us away, to the ignorance in 
which we have long been of its existence : till it 
had acquired strength sufficient to control us, 
we were not aware that it even occft\\e& *. %£»X 
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in our breasts : had we known of it before it at- 
tained the ascendency over us, we should at once 
have mortified and crushed it. It is neglect of 
converse with our hearts that keeps us in igno- 
rance of the existence and growing strength of 
our lusts. Converse with our hearts, by dis- 
covering to us what exists, and is operating in 
them, will enable us to suppress many a rising 
lust, and thus preserve us from being led away 
by it. It is worthy of remark, that the Psalmist, 
in immediate connexion with a prohibition to 
sin, exhorts us to converse with our hearts: 
" Stand in awe, and sin not ; commune with your 
own heart upon your bed, and be still" Prayer, 
therefore, being as it appears it is, converse with 
the heart, operates in a most effectual way to 
secure us against temptation. 

2. Prayer recognises the evil of sin. We can 
never go to God in any other character than 
that of sinners ; and if we have the spirit of 
prayer, we shall never desire to go to him in any 
other. The most eminent saint that ever lived 
could always find it in his heart, when he ap- 
proached the throne of grace, to present the 
prayer of the publican—" God, be merciful to me 
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a sinner." Thus, in the exercise of prayer, sin 
Is acknowledged justly to expose us to the wrath 
of God. The exercise also discovers to us the 
vileness and pollution of sin. It brings us into 
contact with a holy and a heart-searching God. 
It has already brought us into contact with our- 
selves; and so vividly do the splendour and 
purity of his character bring to light the darkness 
and deformity of our own, that we are constrained 
by the discovery to exclaim, " I have heard of 
thee by the .hearing of the ear : but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes." But prayer, in an- 
other way, discovers to us the vileness of sin. 
In prayer we wish to be, as it is important we 
should be, abstracted from every other consider- 
ation, and totally absorbed in the exercise ; but, 
in defiance of all our efforts to exclude them, we 
perceive the intrusion upon our devotions of a 
multiplicity of worldly, and foolish, and impure 
thoughts. The exercise thus recognises the vile- 
ness of sin, as well as its danger ; and it thus so 
fully recognising the evil of sin, how can we en- 
gage in it, and not resolutely reject every entice- 
ment to commit sin ? 
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3. It is a direct effort made to mortify in- 
dwelling sin. When we pray, we pray not only 
for pardon, but for sanctification — that the power 
of sin may be subdued and annihilated in us, as 
well as the guilt of it removed. Recognising the 
impurity and deformity, as well as the con- 
demning power of sin, we pray, not only, " Have 
mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness : according unto the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out my transgressions ;" but, 
" Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge 
my transgressions : and my sin is ever before me. 
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did 
my mother conceive me. Behold, thou desirest 
truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden 
part thou shalt make me to know wisdom* Purge 
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow. Create in me 
a clean heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit 
within me" While we are making direct efforts 
to purge out the corruptions of our heart, we 
shall not be very likely to yield to the sugges- 
tions of those corruptions. 

4. It is communion with God. In the exercise, 
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we invoke his name and adore his perfec- 
tions ; we confess to him our sins, and implore 
his forgiveness ; we thank him for his favours, 
and entreat of him a continuance of his goodness ; 
we profess confidence in him, and declare our 
readiness to trust him ; we acknowledge our 
obligations to glorify him, and promise, without 
reserve or qualification, to yield ourselves to him. 
It is thus direct and immediate converse with 
him. To carry on such converse as this, what 
abstraction from the world is requisite ! The 
intrusion of the world, in any form, is a hinder- 
ance and an interruption of it. What love to 
God is requisite ! The converse is a confidential 
one. In it we unreservedly disclose our thoughts, 
and unburden our spirits, and leave ourselves 
entirely with him. But such acts imply unqua- 
lified confidence in him, and there cannot be 
confidence without esteem. Before, then, we 
can enter upon this exercise, we must have dis- 
continued our sinful acts, and broken off our 
sinful habits ; — have said to the tempter, " Get 
thee behind me, Satan : thou art an offence unto 
me." Thus, from an examination of the nature 
of prayer, it appears that we cannot eu^gp \w \\. 
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habitually, and yet be in the habit of yielding to 
temptation; and hence appears the importance, 
as a means of security against temptation, of our 
cultivating a habit of prayer. 

Prayer, to be of any avail in this respect, must 
be a habit, and not an act. The influence of 
prayer in restraining our sinful propensities, or 
in guarding against Satan's gaining advantage 
over us by means of these propensities, continues 
no longer than the spirit of prayer lasts : but the 
spirit of prayer is maintained only by repeated 
acts of prayer. Thus we see the reasonableness 
of our Lord's speaking parables, to the end that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint ; 
and of the apostle's exhorting us to " pray with- 
out ceasing;" "in every thing, by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, to let our re- 
quests be made known unto God.* 



CHAPTER VII. 



TRIUMPH OVER TEMPTATION. 

There is a triumph over temptation spoken of 
in the word of God ; and it is spoken of, not as 
something doubtful, or even attainable merely ; 
but as something absolutely certain, and actually 
attained. It is explicitly promised by Jehovah, 
" No weapon that is formed against thee shall 
prosper." Isa. liv. 16. " The God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under your feet shortly." Rom. xvi. 
20. It is confidently anticipated by persons 
even while in conflict with the tempter : " Re- 
joice not against me, O mine enemy : when I 
fall, I shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the 
Lord shall be a light unto me." Micah vii. 8. 
It is actually possessed and rejoiced in : " In all 
these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us." Rom. viii. 37. 

The first question that here pxesewte \V*£& to 

q 3 
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us is, — Who are the persons to whom this tri- 
umph is secured ? for that it is not secured to 
all, is evident from the fact, constantly presenting 
itself before our eyes, of such multitudes being 
led captive by the devil at his will. They are 
the children of God, or godly persons, as appears 
from those passages of Scripture which have been 
just quoted as referring to the triumph. In im- 
mediate connexion with the promise, " No wea- 
pon that is formed against thee shall prosper," 
is the declaration : " This," that is, this privilege 
of superiority over every attack that may be 
made upon them, — " This is the heritage of the 
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is 
with me, saith the Lord." The persons under 
whose feet the apostle declares God shall shortly 
bruise Satan, are persons of whom he predicates 
that their " obedience is come abroad unto all 
men." It is the church that, in her distress and 
conflict with her spiritual adversaries, asserts con* 
fidence in future victory, in the language, " Re* 
joice not against ine, O mine enemy : when I 
fall, I shall arise ; when I sit in darkness, the 
Lord shall be a light unto me." And when the 
npostlc, as in actual enjoyment of the fruits of 



TRIUMPH OVER TEMPTATION. 175 

victory, affirms, " In all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us," he 
is personating " God's elect," whom he declares 
to be justified by God, and redeemed, and inter- 
ceded for by Christ, and united to Christ by a 
principle of love. 

The next question that here presents itself is, 

What is it that secures to these persons this tri- 

» 

umph ? for, at the same time that it is admitted 
that they are possessed of religious principle, 
which of itself, while it is in active operation, is 
amply sufficient to secure them against the suc- 
cessful attacks of Satan, it must also be admitted 
that, from the infirmities of our nature, and the 
remains of depravity which will always be found 
in us in the present state, the operations of this 
principle are occasionally suspended ; when, as 
is awfully proved by examples, we most lament- 
ably yield to Satan. And the cause from which 
we yield to Satan once, might lead us to yield 
to him repeatedly, until he gain a final victory 
over us. It seems requisite that, in order tq 
secure to them a final triumph over temptation, 
the operation of the principle of holiness existing 
in them should also be secured to Wve\\\. Tws 
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is secured to them. The uninterrupted operation 
of this principle, indeed, is not, as we have seen, 
secured to them ; but the general and final ope- 
ration of it is. The saints mar halt, but they 
will not turn back and walk no more with 
Christ : the righteous may stumble, and even 
decline, for a season, from their path ; still, how- 
ever, they shall hold on their way, and be 
stronger and stronger. The purpose of God se- 
cures this to them. " He has chosen them in 
Christ before the foundation of the world, that 
they should be holy and without blame before 
him in love : having predestinated them unto 
the adoption of children, by Jesus Christ, to him- 
self, according to the good pleasure of his will ;* 
but in any other case than that of their final per- 
severance, this purpose will become void. The 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ, together with the 
work of the Holy Spirit, secures it to them : for 
Christ has not only given himself for them, that 
he might redeem them from all iniquity, and 
purify them unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works; but he has really sent 
to them the Spirit, who is actually effecting for 
them this redemption and purifte&ttoii. It belongs 
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to man frequently to abandon an undertaking, 
but it does not belong to the Lord to do it. 
What Christ has died to accomplish, therefore, 
and what the Holy Spirit is actually effecting, 
we may reasonably expect will be consummated. 

" Grace will complete what grace begins, 
To save from sorrow and from sins ; 
The work that wisdom undertakes, 
Eternal mercy ne'er forsakes/' 

The intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ at the 
right hand of God in heaven, also secures it tor 
them. He is there praying on their behalf, 
" Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am, that they may 
behold my glory, which thou hast given me : for 
thou lovest me before the foundation of the 
world." Our Lord's petitions to his Father, he 
himself informs us, are at all times available. 
" I know," says he, addressing his heavenly Fa- 
ther, "that thou nearest me always." This 
prayer, then, will avail: they must, therefore, 
persevere. 

Their perseverance in holiness being thus se- 
cured to the saints, the strongest confidence has 
been expressed by some of t\vem \w \X.. W,T \N» 
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Lord will perfect that which concerneth me," 
says David, Ps. cxxxviii. 8. " Being confident of 
this very thing," says Paul, Phil. i. 6, " that he 
which hath begun a good work in you, will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ." Again, 
he affirms, " Whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first-bom among many 
brethren. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called : and whom he called, them 
he also justified: and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified." And he exclaims, u Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribu- 
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword ? Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors, through 
him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principa- 
lities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
Rom. viii. 29, 30, 65—39. 

Another question which presents itself here, is, 
— In what way is the operation of holy principle 
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secured to them? for if it be secured to them 
otherwise than in perfect accordance with their 
own will, and in connexion with their exertions, 
their triumph over temptation would be an invo- 
luntary and passive act : yielding to temptation, 
therefore, would necessarily be involuntary, and 
passive, and, hence, irresponsible. God has so 
connected the growth and maturity of holiness in 
the soul with the personal exertion of the subject 
of it, that, without this exertion, they cannot 
exist Hence, the efforts that are made in the 
word of God to induce us to practise holiness. 
We are entreated in the name of God not to com- 
mit sin, Jer. xliv. 4 ; we are admonished against 
being hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, Heb. 
iii. 13 ; we are exhorted to lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which does most easily beset us, and to 
run with patience the race which is set before us, 
Heb. xii. 1 ; we are commanded to strive to en- 
ter in at the strait gate, Luke xiii. 24 ; and to 
pursue holiness as that without which there is no 
possibility of our entering heaven, Heb. xii. 1 4 ; 
We are cautioned against failing of the grace of 
God, Heb xii. 15 ; and we are exhorted to be 
apprehensive of the loss of heavei\,aa&to wfc\\.V$ 
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our circumspection the object of our apprehen- 
sion. Heb. iv. 1 . And as an encouragement to 
perseverance, the examples of saints who have at- 
tained, and been made perfect, are set before us, 
arid we are incited to imitate them. Thus, while 
the triumph of the saints over Satan is secured to 
them, it is secured to them by means of their en- 
countering of him. Indeed, this is implied in the 
very passages of Holy Writ which relate to the tri- 
umph. It is promised ; but in what terms is it 
promised ? " No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper" — weapons formed against us 
imply at least the use of defensive weapons by us ; 
and, again, how are hostile weapons that are 
aimed at us to fail of effect upon us, but by their 
being warded off by us ? Again, " The God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. 
God will bruise him, but he will bruise him 
under our feet; we ourselves then must trample 
on him : here is close and vigorous conflict with 
him. It is confidently anticipated, but it is an- 
ticipated by persons in the heat of battle : " Re- 
joice not against me, O mine enemy: when I 
fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the 
Lord shall be a light unto me." It is actually 
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possessed and rejoiced in : " In all these things we 
are more than conquerors, through him that Iove<ji 
us." What things? the things we are actually 
combating. Moreover, the persons even, whom 
he recognises as the elect of God, and thus the 
persons who are secure of a final triumph over 
Satan, the apostle exhorts, in the language already 
referred to and quoted, to a skilful and coura- 
geous resistance and encounter of Satan : " Fi- 
nally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. Put on the whole ar- 
mour of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil — that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. Stand, therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth, and having on the breast- 
plate of righteousness ; and your feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace , above all, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God : praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all persever- 
ance, and supplication for all s&\n\&r 
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To expect triumph over temptation, therefore, 
but as the result of a vigorous resistance, arid 
courageous encountering of it, is the height of 
presumption. Nothing will effectually resist in- 
ducements to sin, but a principle of holiness; 
but for holiness to be preserved in vigour, it must 
be cultivated. To expect that, because God has 
'secured a certain class of persons against the de- 
vices of Satan, and, from something that exists in 
us, or that has existed in us, we believe that we 
are of that class, we shall be secured against them 
likewise, whatever may be our conduct in refer- 
ence to them, is not less presumptuous and 
foolish, than it would be to expect security 
against a pestilence that was slaying its thou- 
sands, on our right hand and on our left, without 
either removing from the sphere of its ravages, 
or employing any means to secure ourselves 
against it. 

At the same time, however, there is, in the 
fact that God actually secures to all his children 
a triumph over temptation, abundant encourage- 
ment to every such person to use the means of 
overcoming temptation. Their security must be 
obtained by conquest — to conquer, they must 
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fight ; but then, if they fight, and fight manfully, 
they are assured that they shall conquer. Thus 
they fight, not as those that beat the air. Every 
struggle they make to extricate themselves from 
the grasp of their antagonist, every manoeuvre 
they effect to ward off his deadly weapons, and 
every aim they take to inflict a wound, being in 
exact accordance with the Divine prescription, 
shall be succeeded by the Divine succour and 
aid ; so that, ere long, he will be crushed beneath 
their feet. But this fact not merely tends to en- 
courage the child of God to use the means of 
overcoming temptation, but it actually encour- 
ages him ; for, were it not for this fact, he would 
often yield to the superior power and skill of his 
adversary, and be led away captive by him at his 
will. Thus the perseverance of the saints, so far 
from paralyzing exertion, encourages it. The 
assurance that God will consummate holiness in 
the soul in the use of means, adapted to pro- 
mote, and instituted for the purpose of promoting 
holiness, is the strongest incentive to a holy man 
to employ those means. 

This fact affords encouragement to all per- 
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severingly to resist temptation. There is no 
such thing as security against temptation but by 
resistance of it ; God has engaged to succeed re- 
sistance of it ; here is the encouragement all have 
to resist it. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



THE EXISTENCE OF TEMPTATION RECONCILED WITH 
THE MORAL CHARACTER OF GOD. 

As there may be persons inclined to entertain 
hard thoughts of God for permitting temptation, 
the following considerations are suggested with a 
view to counteract such thoughts. 

First, The permission of temptation is essen- 
tially involved in the principles of moral govern- 
ment. It is essential to moral government, which 
rules by principle, and not by physical force, that 
it should recognise its subjects as perfectly vo- 
luntary agents. In its demands of obedience, it 
must allow full power to disobey; and, hence, 
the only way in which it can treat inducements 
to disobedience, is, to confront them with coun- 
ter inducements. A forcible suppression of them, 
by rendering disobedience somewhat difficult, 
would render obedience in a measure necessary 
and, hence, questionable, — U beui£ e&&\\VSft\. ^oa^ 
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an act should be voluntary in order to its being 
obedient or disobedient God's government of us 
is a moral government. In his treatment of us 
he recognises us as accountable agents, alluring 
us to the practice of one description of conduct, 
by a promise of reward, and deterring us from the 
practice of another, by a threatening of punish- 
ment ; and hence he recognises us as creatures 
capable of moral actions. In the world in which 
he has placed us, there already exists moral evil, 
an existence which we attempt neither to account 
for, nor explain ; also an active and powerful 
spirit, whose prevailing disposition being enmity 
against God, his principal conduct is attempts to 
frustrate the plans and operations, and detract 
from the glory of God ; and by no means does 
he make those attempts more frequently, than by 
seducing his intelligent creatures from their obe- 
dience. There thus exist to us many, and press* 
ing inducements to disobedience ; so that, while 
we can obey him, we can most easily disobey 
him. By suppressing these inducements in the re- 
straining of the tempter, God would indeed render 
it more difficult to us to disobey him, but, in the 
same proportion, he wou\d tender our obedience 
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an act of necessity ; and, in the degree in which 
our actions are necessary, they cease to be those 
of moral agents. 

Secondly, The circumstances which are con- 
nected with the permission of temptation, in a 
high degree, display the Divine benevolence. In 
immediate connexion with temptation are facili- 
ties for successfully resisting it. The permission 
of temptation, we have seen, is in perfect consist- 
ency with the rectitude of the Divine character ; 
God might, therefore, have left us to encounter 
temptation with our own powers and resources, 
and yet remained perfectly just ; but he has not 
done this— he has provided for us facilities for 
resisting and overcoming it. He has apprized us 
of its existence, its character, and the immi- 
nent danger we are in from exposure to it ; he 
has informed us in what way we may, to the 
greatest advantage, encounter it ; and he has fur- 
nished, in the ministry of angels, and especially 
in the influence of the Holy Spirit, aid whereby 
we may rise superior to it. Thus, if in our pro- 
bation, viewed simply in itself, there is cause of 
apprehension, in the relations of that probation, 
there is cause of encouragement •, axv& >ft\\\s>, \£><s. 
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if the conduct of God in the subject of tempta- 
tion appears, in any degree, mysterious, it also 
appears, in a high degree, merciful : for while he 
acts as a Sovereign, doing as seemeth good to 
him in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth, no one either daring to 
question his proceedings, or being able to com- 
prehend the reason of his actions ; he also acts 
as a Saviour, rescuing his creatures from the 
effects of the fall, and thus making his grace to 
abound towards them. 

More remotely connected with temptation, 
there is a field of exertion for benevolent and 
holy intelligences, — and a source of happiness 
even to the very subjects of temptation. We 
have seen that temptation opens a field of bene- 
volent exertion to holy angels ; it does the same, 
although in an inferior degree, to holy men ; for 
by our exposure to the devices of Satan, many an 
opportunity is afforded to our godly friends, which 
they would not otherwise possess, of admonishing 
and encouraging us in the Lord. And as there 
is a real pleasure in doing good, God has thus 
indirectly, by our temptation, created blessedness 
to others. But temptation may prove a source of 
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happiness even to the subjects of it. It is agree- 
able at all times to recollect evils that we have 
surmounted. A comprehensive survey of the 
tremendous evils we have surmounted, will, no 
doubt, constitute a very considerable portion of 
our felicity in heaven : if so, temptation will, in 
no slight degree, contribute to our happiness. 

Thirdly, According to the course of procedure 
hitherto adopted by the Judge of all the earth, 
the permission of temptation seems to constitute 
a consistent part of his conduct towards the 
tempter. When God has devoted any incorri- 
gible sinners to destruction, he has generally per- 
mitted them to consummate their sinfulness be- 
fore he has destroyed them : not that he would 
be unjust were he to destroy them immediately 
he has so devoted them, but that it may appear 
that he is not a " hard master ;" and that thus 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
become guilty before him. Thus he permitted 
the Amorites, a wicked Canaanitish nation, to 
continue outraging his authority, for genera- 
tions after he had declared that it was his pur- 
pose to destroy them — for the avowed reason, that 
their iniquity was not full, Tlve Je\Nfc, \\v* 
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apostle informs us, both killed the Lord Jesus, 
and their own prophets, and persecuted the apos- 
tles ; pleased not God, and were contrary to all 
men : forbidding to speak to the Gentiles that 
they might be saved — in order that they might Jill 
up their sins always : for wrath was come upon 
them to the uttermost. The Scribes and Pha- 
risees, who were evidently under a judicial delu- 
sion, our Lord calls on to "Jill up the measure of 
their fathers" And the career of many a man 
who is spreading moral contagion through the 
neighbourhood in which he lives, as well as 
creating physical distress to the most alarming 
extent, we can reconcile with a presiding Provi- 
dence, only on the principle, that he is abandoned 
by God to himself— that he may thus fit himself 
as fuel for the eternal burnings, previously to his 
being cast into them. Satan is doomed to de- 
struction. The days of his reign are numbered ; 
the chain which is to bind him is forged, and the 
fires which shall encircle him are already kindled, 
— " The breath of the Lord, like a stream of brim- 
stone, hath kindled them." Thus we read of ever- 
lasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
But, till the arrival of the day, when the wrath of 
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God shall be actually poured out upon him to the 
uttermost, when the devil that deceived the na- 
tions shall be cast into the lake of fire and brim- 
stone, where the beast and false prophet are, 
and shall be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever, — according to God's usual plan, the 
plan which he has been pleased to adopt, perhaps 
in compassion to the obtuseness of our moral 
perceptions ; he must be permitted to roam at large 
in the earth, and, by a persevering resistance of 
God's authority, and opposition to all his plans, 
fill up the measure of his sin ! Thus he is per- 
mitted to tempt us. 

Fourthly, The permission of temptation may, 
and, no doubt, will, prove of a very salutary cha- 
racter to other intelligences, and other worlds. 
Angels must be well acquainted with the nature 
and operations of temptation, from having been so 
frequently employed in ministering to persons in 
contact with it ; and their knowledge cannot fail to 
lead them to adore and magnify the Divine good- 
ness, in exempting them from contact with so mo- 
mentous an evil. Should other worlds, into which 
sin has not yet entered, be at all acquainted with 
the history of our own, how deep aw YswgtfcSJ&wA 
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must the effect of temptation, as witnessed in our 
degradation and wretchedness, make upon them, 
and, hence, how vigilantly will they watch, lest 
even the semblance of it should approach them ! 
But, in the day of judgment, there will be publicly 
exhibited both the effects of temptation in the 
apostacy and corruption of men and angels, and 
examples of successful resistance of temptation. 
Thus there will be presented to assembled worlds, 
at once, both a warning and an admonition : — 
in those that have yielded, a warning, to the ef- 
fect, — " Take heed, lest ye fall after the same 
example of unbelief;" — in those that have faith- 
fully resisted, an admonition, to the effect, — " Be 
ye followers of them who, through faith and pa- 
tience, are now inheriting the promises." 

Thus we are not only disposed to assent to 
the question, as a general maxim — "Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right?" but, with 
a special allusion to the permission of temptation 
in particular, we readily affirm, — " He hath done 
ail things well." 



W. Tyler, Printer, fco&-<5ovLT\,*\e8t*trec«. 



CATALOGUE 

OF 

NEW WORKS 
PUBLISHED BY THOMAS WARD & CO. 



ABBOTT'S CHINA and the ENGLISH. With 

a beautiful View of the Park at Gehol, the Emperor's Summer 
Residence. This work will be found exceedingly interesting 
to the young. 18mo. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

CORNER STONE ; or, a Familiar 



Illustration of Scripture Truth. 18mo., with a beautiful En- 
graving on Steel. Revised, with an Introductory Preface, by 
the Rev. Robert Philip, of Maberly Chapel, author of " Experi- 
mental Guides." Cloth boards, 4s. 

PARENTAL DUTIES in the PRO- 



MOTION of Early Piety. Gilt edges. Cloth boards, Is. 

ALAN GILBERT'S LAST BIRTHDAY. By 

the Author of "The Boy's Week-day Book." 18ino. f gilt edges, 
Is. 6d. 

AMERICAN COTTAGER; or, Conscience and 

the Lord's Supper. By the Rev. C. Colton. A.M. 32mo. Cloth 
boards, Is. 

AMERICAN INDIANS, 14 Wood Cuts, gilt 

edges, 2s. 6d. 

AMERICAN RELIGION AND CTO^C*. 

ORDER ; with an Appendix containing a mu\^foxC^Ttt*»v 
cant* and a Sermon on Revivals. By 8, H. CO"*-, "M>~» ** 
New York. Stitched Sd, 



2 Books Published by Ward and Co., 

AUGUSTINE'S, (ST.) MANUAL of DEVO- 

TIONS. Cloth boards, Is. 

BAPTISTS in AMERICA. Second Edition. 

A Narrative of the Deputation from the Baptist Union in 
England to the Baptist Churches of the United States of 
America and Canada. By the Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D. & LL.D. 
and the Rev. James Hoby, D.D. In one thick volume, 12mo. 
in neat cloth, with 12 Engravings. 8s. 

BEDELL'S IS IT WELL? Three Im- 
portant Questions to Wives and Mothers. Cloth 8d., half- 
bound, Is. 

BOOTH'S PASTORAL CAUTIONS. With 

a Preface. New Edition, 18mo. stiff covers, 6d. 

" A Charge which every minister of the gospel might read 
with profit once a month." — Rev. J. A. James. 

BOSWORTH'S ACCIDENTS of HUMAN 

LIFE, with Hints for their Prevention. Second Edition. 
18mo., with Eight Engravings, gilt edges. Cloth boards, 3s. 

BLAKE, Memoir of SHELOMITH, aged 19 

years. By the Rev. Thomas Hopley, Hemel Hempstead. Second 
Edition. Cloth boards, Is. Stiff covers, 8d. 

CAMPBELL'S (Rev. J., of Kingsland), BI- 
BLE BIOGRAPHY. A Selection of Ancient Scripture Lives, 
for Young Persons, Is. 

INTERESTING HISTORY 

of JOSEPH, Governor of the African Kingdom of Egypt. 
32mo. Stiff covers, 4d. 

CAMPBELL'S (Rev. John, Tabernacle,) FIRST 

PRINCIPLES of SAVING KNOWLEDGE. Fifth Edition, 3d. 

CATECHISM for the NEW 

TESTAMENT. Fifth Edition, 4d. 

CATECHISM for the OLD 



TESTAMENT. Third Edition, 4d. 

THEOLOGY for YOUTH. Se- 



cond Edition. Boards, Is. 6d. 

AN ADDRESS TO THE 

CHURCHES and CONGB.EGXT10NS assembling in the TA- 
BE11NACLE, Moortields,aT\AToVleT\\\am-co\\\\CVv«^\. Third 
Edition. J 8mo., stiff covers, 9d. 



27, Paternoster -row, 3 

CEPHAS ; or, the Shipwrecked Sailor. By his 

Father. A warning to the young, and an incentive to the faith 
of pious but discouraged parents. Neat cloth boards, Is. 6d. 

CHILD'S INSTRUCTOR; or, an Introduc- 
tion to the SPELLING BOOK. 18mo. 6d. 

CHRISTIAN'S FRIEND in TROUBLE. 3d. 

each, or 18s. per 100. Second Edition of 5,000 copies. 

CHRISTIAN MELODIES. 

A Selection of Sacred Poetry on the following Subjects :— 

Part I.— The Sabbath. 

Part II.— The Garden. 

Part III.— The Christian. 

Part IV.— The Saviour. 

Part V.— The Gospel. 

Part VI. — Home and its Scenes. 

Gilt edges, with four steel plates each. In cloth boards, U. each, 

Or the Six Parts in 2 vols., silk, gilt edges. 2s. 6d. each. 

CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY; or, the 

DUTY of INDIVIDUAL EFFORT FOR THE CONVER- 
SION OF SOULS. By the Rev. John Thornton, Darlington. 
Neat cloth. Price Is. Just Published. 

CLARKE'S SCRIPTURE PROMISES. 

32mo., neat roan, Is. 6d. 

CLEMATIS COTTAGE: a Narrative of the 

Afflictions of Mrs. W , by the Profligate Life of her Son, with 

an Account of his Conversion. 32mo, neat cloth, gilt edges, 
Is., stiff covers, 6d. Second Edition. 

COPLEY'S (Esther, Author of " Cottage Com- 
forts," &c.,) Brief VIEW of SACRED HISTORY, from the 
Creation of the World to the Destruction of Jerusalem. Sheep 
filleted, 38. 



MEMORIALS of PRACTICAL 



PIETY. 12mo. Boards, 2s. 6d. 

COTTAGE MINSTREL; or,\\>j\m%W^v 

tagersin Domestic Worship, by J. EAmestom. Wmo.^S^^ 
2d., or 14b. per 100. 



Boohs Published by Ward and Co., 
COX's (Rev. J.) FRIEND of SINNERS: a 

Selection of Original PieceB, in Prose and Verse. In royal 32m& 
Price in cloth, 2s. 6d. ; in silk, with gilt edges, 3s. 6d. The 
articles are principally from the pen of the Editor, with con- 
tributions from Thomas Ragg, author of a Poem on tbt 
Deity ; the Rev. J. Smith, of Cheltenham ; and other Minister! 
and friends. 



SONGS of a PILGRIM. 

Short Poems on Sacred Subjects. Price 2s. 6d. in cloth ; St. 6d. 

in silk. 

MEMOIRS of the LIFE of 

MR. GEORGE SCOTT, late Minister of the Gospel, Green- 
wich, with Extracts from his Remains. Price Is. 6d. 

WORD of EXHORTATION 

to the HEIRS of SALVATION. Fourth Edition, considerably 
enlarged. Price 9d. sewed ; Is. cloth. 

MILLENARIAN'S ANSWER 

of the HOPE that is in HIM; to which is added, a brief His- 
tory of Millenarianism. Third Edition, enlarged. Price 6d. 

WARNING and ENCOU- 

RAGEMENT for the TEMPTED. Price Is. 



ADMONITIONS from the 

TOMB ; or, Reflections on the History of the Disobedient Pro- 
phet. Price 2d. 

NOISOME PESTILENCE. 

Second Edition, enlarged. Price Id. 

SLAIN LAMB and OR- 



DAINED JUDGE. Price Id. 

The last five Tracts may be had bound in cloth, 2s. 6d. 



COMING and KINGDOM of 

our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. Ss. 6d. boards. 

DAILY MANNA : a Text of Scripture and 

Verse of Poetry for every Day in the Year. Stiff covers, 8d. ; 
gilt edges in tuck, with pocket, Is. 4d. 

DAILY COMMUNINGS, Spiritual and De- 

votional, on Select Portions of the Book of Psalms. By Bishop 
Hone. Third Edition. 64mo., rout, tf&t e&gt«, 1%., frith a 
beautiful steel engraving, and vignatte t\W« WP* 



27, Paternoster -row. 5 

DAILY DEVOUT MUSINGS and POEMS 

on DIVINE SUBJECTS, by Isabella, revised by Rev. T. Timp- 
son, author of " Companion to the Bible," &c. 32mo. Cloth, 
gilt edges, 2s. 

DAVIES'S INTRODUCTION to READING 

the BIBLE, for CHILDREN. 18mo., half roan, 6d. 

DODDRIDGE'S (Rev. Dr.) RELIGIOUS 

YOUTH INVITED to EARLY COMMUNION. With an 
Appendix. 32mo. gilt edges, Is. 

EASTERN SCENES in EARLY AGES, by 

Charlotte Rowles, author of " Nadaber " and other Poems. 
18mo. Cloth, gilt edges, 2s. 

EDWIN and ALICIA ; or the Infant Martyrs. 

By Miss Sherwood. 18mo., gilt edges, 2s. 

ELEVENTH HOUR, by the Rev. J. Adey. 4d. 

EMINENT PIETY. 18mo. Is. 6d. 

ENGLISH BIBLE ; its History and Results. 

In 64mo. With two beautiful steel engravings of Coverdale 
and Wickliffe. Tuck, gilt edges, Is. 4d.; neat roan, gilt edges, 
Is. ; stiff covers, 8d. ; as a Tract, neat covers, 2d., or 14s. per 100. 

FLETCHER'S (Rev. Alexander, A.M. of Fins- 
bury Chapel,) SERMONS to CHILDREN. Third Edition. Is. 
6d. Just Published. 

TRIUMPHS of FAITH; 

illustrated by the death of Two Sunday Scholars. 18mo. Cloth 
boards, Is. 6d. 

SPIRITUAL GUARDIAN 



for YOUTH. 18mo. 3s. Cd. 

FORTY-ONE LETTERS on RELIGIOUS 

SUBJECTS, by the late Rev. John Newton, Rector of St. 
Mary Woolnoth, London. 18mo. Cloth, Is. 6d. 

FREEMAN'S HEAVEN ANTICIPATED ; or, 

present time Influenced by the Prospect of Future Felicity. 
In 18mo., cloth boards, 3s., in silk, with gilt ed&e«, \«. 

HEAVEN \J"H\E.1LE» \ ** * 



Views of Immortal Life and Glory, Umo-, cVoWv *%•• «^ *** 



6 Boolis Publislted by Ward and Co., 

FREDERICK ST. CLAIR; or, the Infidel 

Reclaimed. Second Edition. 18rao., boards, 2s. 

GEMS OF DIVINITY. 

Neatly done up, lettered, and gilt edges, Is. each, or, in stiff covers, 

4d. each. 

1. Christ is All. Wilcox. 

2. Life a Journey. Toplady. And the Christian Pilgrimage. Davies. 

3. Full Christ for Empty Sinners. Romaine. 

4. Grain of Mustard Seed. Perkins. 

5. How to Live, and that Well. Perkins. 

6. Christ the Glory of the Church. Leighton. 

7. Afflictions of Believers. Charnock. 

8. Delight in Prayer. Charnock. 

9. Compassion of God. Saurin. 

10. Spiritual Man's Aim. Sibbs. 

11. Chief Good. De Courcy. 

12. Divine Breathings of a Pious Soul. 
IS. Christ Jesus Triumphant. Fox. 

14. A Holy Rapture. Bishop Hall. 

15. The Christian. Bishop Hall. 

16. Belshazzar's Doom. De Courcy. 

17. Divine Sentences. Venning. 

18. The Voice of God. A. Serle. 

19. Good News. J. M. Mason. 

20. The Fears ef God's People. Toplady. 

21. A Thought a Day throughout the Year. 

22. Cruel Watchman. Rutherford. 

23. The Excellency of Christ. Edwards. 

24. The Sure Foundation. Davies. And the Foundation Stone 

R. Hall. 

25. Christ Precious to all True Believers. Davies. And Christ, 

the Centre of Attraction. 

26. The Temper of Jesus. Grosvenor. 

27. Sinners in the Hand of an Angry God. Edwards. 

28. Sacred Laconics — Prayer, by the Rev. J. Thornton, jun. 

29. Strong Consolation; or the Penitent Sinner Encouraged. By 

the Rev. J. K. Foster, Tutor of Cheshunt College. 
(To be continued.) 

HARRIS'S (Rev. J. of Epsom, Author of 

"Mammon.") GREAT TEACHER: Characteristics of our 
Lord's Ministry. Second Edition, revised and enlarged. Crown 
8vo. uniform with "Mammon." Cloth boards, 7s. 6d. 

HUGHES, (Rev. Joseph) MEMOIR of the late, 

of Battersea; Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
By the Rev. J. Leifchild. 8vo. Portrait. Cloth boards, 12s. 

///EIIOGL YPHIC BIBI^a^N*. Um. *fc. 



27, Paternoster-row. 7 

HOLY BIBLE, Designed for very Young 

Children..., With Cuts. 48mo. Boards, 6d. 

HOW SHALL I PROVIDE FOR MY 

Family? 12mo. Sewed. Fourth Edition. 2d., or 14s. per 100. 

HILL, LIFE of the REV. ROWLAND. Third 

Edition, with considerable additions, and Engravings. Cloth 
boards, Is. 

HYMNS adapted to the Comprehension of Young 

Minds, by Anne Houlditch. Second Edition. Neat stiff covers, 
6d. 

JEFFERSON'S (Rev. John) COMPANION to 

the CLOSET ; or, the Way to keep the Heart right with God. 
1 8mo. Cloth boards, 3s. 

GRATEFUL COMMEMORA- 
TION of BRITISH COLONIAL JUSTICE. Stiff covers, 6d. 

TREATISE on the OFFICIAL 



GLORY of the SON of GOD. 12mo. Cloth boards, 5s. 

The WAY of RIGHTEOUSNESS ; 

or, Expository Lectures on the Ten Commandments. 18mo. 
Cloth 2s. 6d. 

LEACH'S (Rev. W. B.) YOUNG CHRIS- 
TIAN'S REMEMBRANCER. 18rno. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

The CHRISTIAN'S GUIDE to the 



LORD'S SUPPER. 18mo. Stiff covers, 6d. 
Just Published, Nos. 1 to 6, of 

A Series of Cards on Self-Examina- 



tion. Id., or 6s. per 100. 

LIFE of the Rev. JEAN FREDERICK NAR- 

DIN, Pastor of the Church of Blamont, translated from the 
French by the Rev. Robert Blessley. 18mo. Stiff covers, 6d. 

LONDON in MAY; or, AntWj YS^VW 

Account of some of the principal Re\\g\ous mvo. ^B«*ve.N<&K*v^ 
Institutions in London. By the Authox of " NV*cv OVCtawtx" 
" Grandfather Gregory," &c. Cloth boai&s, 2s. WL. 



8 Books Published by Ward and Co., 

MAMMON; or, Covetousness the Sin of the 

Christian Church. (The Prize Essay.) By the Rev. J. Harris, 
Author of " Great Teacher." Crown 8vo. Cloth boards, Gs. 6d. 

MACLAURIN'S GLORYING in the CROSS of 

CHRIST. 18mo. 6d. 

MANNA in the WILDERNESS, translated from 

the German, by S. Jackson. 32mo. Is. 6d. 

MANN'S (Rev. Thomas) HINTS on the GIFT 

of PRAYER. 24mo. Cloth boards, 2s. 

MASON'S BELIEVER'S POCKET COMPA- 
NION, 24mo. Stiff covers, 6d. 

MEMOIR of the late THOMAS BATEMAN, 

M.D. Sixteenth Edition, with an Appendix. Neat stiff covers, 6d. 

MEMOIRS of MRS. HARRIET NEWELL, 

Wife of the Rev. S. Newell, American Missionary to India. 
24mo. Cloth, boards, 2s. 

Ditto, Ditto. 32mo. Cloth boards, Is. 

MOTHER'S OFFERING. Rhymes for the 

Nursery. By a Lady. Second Edition, with Sixty Wood Cuts 
and beautiful Steel Engravings. Half-bound roan, 2s. Cd. 

MEMOIR of an OLD SOLDIER. Written for 

the Instruction of Youth. 18mo. 6d. 

MEMORIAL (A) of MINISTERIAL RE- 

GARD, by the Rev. George Legge, A.M., late of Bristol. 
Royal 18mo. Cloth 2s., gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

MESSIAH'S POWER ; an Argument for Mis- 

sionary Exertion. By the Rev. W. BOLLAND, A.M.JVicar of 
Swineshead and Frampton, Lincolnshire. 4d. 

MODERN INFIDELITY CONSIDERED witli 

Respect to its INFLUENCE on SOCIETY, including a Letter 
on the Excellency of the Christian Dispensation. By the late 
Rev. Robert Hall, A.M. 32mo. Is. 6d. 

MUD1E on The HEAVENS. K Yo^lw View 

of the Celestial Bodies. 



27, Paternoster -row. 9 

MUDIE on The EARTH. A Popular View "of 

the Countries, Climates, and Seasons. 

The AIR. A Popular Account of 

the Atmospheric Fluid, in its composition, action, phenomena, 
and uses in the economy of nature. 

The SEA. A Popular View of the 



Phenomena of Tides, Inhabitants, and Uses of the Ocean. 

The above New Works are by Robert Mudie, Author of " Feathered 
Tribes," " Natural History of Birds ;" &c. With beautiful Frontis- 
pieces and Vignettes, printed in Oil Colours. Royal 1 8mo. Price 
5s. each, cloth boards, or the four volumes uniform in beautiful 
stamped Arabesque morocco, gilt edges, 24s. 

MY FATHER'S FIRESIDE ; or, Some Par- 

ticulars of my Early Years. J8mo. Stiff covers, Is. 

NATIONAL HISTORY & VIEWS of LON- 
DON with its ENVIRONS, including its Antiquities, Modern 
Improvements, &c, from original drawings by eminent artists. 
2 Vols, royal 8vo. Extra cloth boards, 21s. 

ORMES'S CATECHISM on the CONSTITU- 
TION and ORDINANCES of the KINGDOM of CHRIST. 
Fifth Edition. 6d. 

THE HAPPY MEETING; or, "OH, THAT 

WILL BE JOYFUL ! " On cards, Id., or 7s. per 100. 

Ditto, Ditto, Set to Music; engraved on steel, 

price 2d., or 14s. per hundred. 

PHILIP (Rev. Robert) on the LOVE of the 

SPIRIT. 3s. 6d. Royal 18mo. Just Published. 

CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE ; or, a 

Guide to the Perplexed. Second Edition. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

COMMUNION with GOD; or, a 

Guide to the Devotional. Fourth Edition. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

ETERNITY REALIZED; or, a 

Guide to the Thoughtful. Third Edition. Cloth boards, 2s. 6&. 

PLEASING GOD*, ox, a. C^xvite ^ 



the Conscientious. Second Edition. Clot\i\*a«fc»,^»-*fc" 



10 Books Published by Ward and Co., 

PHILIP'S (Rev. Robert) GOD of GLORY; 

or, a Guide to the Doubting. Third Edition. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 
SECOND SERIES.— FOR THE YOUNG. 

MANLY PIETY in its PRIN- 



CIPLES. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 



MANLY PIETY in its SPIRIT. 

Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

MANLY PIETY in its REALIZA- 
TIONS. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

The above Eight Volumes, half-bound, morocco backs and cor- 
ners, gilt edges, or in silk, 32s. 

PIKE'S PERSUASIVES to EARLY PIETY. 

Cloth boards, Is. 



RELIGION and ETERNAL LIFE ; 

or, Irreligion and Perpetual Ruin, the only alternative for Man- 
kind. 18mo. Cloth boards, 2s. 



IMMANUEL, THE CHRISTIAN'S 

JOY ; or, Rejoicing in the Saviour. 18mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. Just 
Published. 

PURITAN FARM; or, Old Ways kept up in 

New Times by a Puritan Family. 18mo. Cloth boards, ls.6d. 

REDEMPTION. A Poem, in Eight Books. 

By the Rev. J. Swaine. New Edition. 32mo. Cloth boards, 2s. 

SABBATHS on the CONTINENT. By Mrs. 

Sherwood. 18mo. Cloth boards, Is. Cd. 

SACRED MIRROR, The. Is. 6d. 
SAVING FAITH DISCOVERED, in Three 

Dialogues, by the Rev. T. Wilcox. 32mo. Stiff covers, 4d. 

SCOTTISH WANDERER, The ; or, Patience 

and Contentment in Humble Life. 18mo. Is. 

SEARLE'S COMPANION faifl\*«EA&OK of 

MATERNAL. SOLICITUDE,. C\oWv\»w«a^v 



27, Paternoster-row. 11 

SEARLE'S SICK VISITOR'S ASSISTANT. 

Cloth boards, 3s. 6d. 

SHEPHERD and his FLOCK. A New 

Edition, considerably enlarged, with a Frontispiece. 18mo., gilt 
edges, Is. 6d. 

SHAW'S WELCOME to the PLAGUE; with 

a Memoir of the Author, by J. G. Pike, author of " Persuasives 
to Early Piety" 32mo. Cloth boards, Is. 

SIGOURNEY'S SKETCHES. Contents :--The 

Father— Legend of Oxford— The Family Portraits— Oriana— The 
Intemperate — The Patriarch. 18mo., gilt edges. Cloth boards, 
2s. 6(1. 

. EVENING READINGS in 

HISTORY; arranged for the Use of the Young, and of Family 
Circles. 18mo. Four Engravings. Cloth boards, 2s. 

LAYS from the WEST; a 

Series of Poems on Sacred Subjects. Gilt edges. Cloth boards, Is. 

LETTERS to YOUNG LA- 

DIES, Reprinted from the American Edition, with an Intro- 
ductory Essay, by the Rev. J. Belcher. Gilt edges. Cloth 
boards, Is. 6d. 

Ditto. In silk, 2s. 

WAY to be HAPPY. Ad- 

dressed to the Young. Cloth boards, Is. 

INTEMPERATE. 32mo., stiff 



covers, 4d. 

SIMPLE ENQUIRERS ; or, Social Conversa- 

tions in a Country Town, on the subject of Open Communion. 
By ALIQUIS. 18mo., stiff covers, 6d. 

SIX MONTHS in a CONVENT. The Narra- 

tive of Rebecca Theresa Reed. Third Edition. Cloth Boards, Is. 

SUPPLEMENT to Ditto, inclu&ii^ 4^wA 

Statement by Miss Reed ; an Exposure of ftve $9%teca dl <^J^5- 
Education, and a Confirmation of ttve Itaxraftse Vj ^ V* 
mony of One Hundred Witnesses. Umo. C\o\k\»»sa*» v*. 



12 Books Pubtislied by Ward and Co., 

SMITH'S COMMON SCENES IMPROVED. 

Three Parts. Gilt edges. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

SOLOMON'S TEMPLE SPIRITUALIZED; 

or, Gospel Light fetched out of the Temple of Jerusalem. By 
John Bunyan, author of " Pilgrim's Progress." 12mo., bds., 2s. 

STATE of the NATION ; reprinted from the 

Evangelical Register. 12mo., sewed. Price Id., or 7s. per 100. 

STEEL'S REMEDY for WANDERING 

THOUGHTS in the Worship of God. A new Edition, revised 
and corrected. Cloth boards, 8s. 

TEMPTATION: a Treatise on Satanic Influ- 

ence. By the Rev. S. Ransom, Classical Tutor of Hackney 
College. Neat cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 18mo. Just Published. 

TESTAMENTARY COUNSELS, and HINTS 

to Christians on the Disposal of their Property by Will. By a 
retired Solicitor. 18mo. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

THORNTON'S (Rev. John, of Billericay), VIL- 
LAGE CONVERSATIONS; or, Things worth Considering. 
Cloth boards, 2s. 



FULNESS and FREENESS of 

SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS. Second Edition. 18mo. Cloth 
boards, Is. 6d. 

SERIOUS WARNINGS, addres- 

sed to various Classes of Persons. Second Edition. 18mo. Cloth 
boards, ls.6d. 

JOURNEY to SALEM. An 



Allegory. Cloth boards, Is. 



CHRISTIAN CONSOLATION; 

or, the Preciousness of Christ to all who believe. Cloth boards, 
Is. Gd. 



JESSAMINE COTTAGE; a 

Domestic Narrative of the hapro Tte«X\v tf tttafthm «ad Four 
Children. Second Edition. Cloth ta»x&%, U M %<C& w»««v s&. 



27, Paternoster -row. 13 

TIMPSON'S FEMALE NEW TESTAMENT 

BIOGRAPHY. 18mo. Cloth boards, 3s. With a beautiful 
Steel Engraving. 

PARENT'S GEM : being a Guide 

to the Eridences of Christianity. 32mo., cloth, Is. 4d. ; in silk, 
gilt edges, 2s. 

CHRISTIAN'S ANNUAL DIREC- 

TORY for Reading the Scriptures. Stitched, neat wrapper, 3d. 

BIBLICAL GEM ; for the Young. 

64rao., tuck, Is. 4d. Stiff covers, 8d. 

TRUTH, as it is in JESUS ; a brief View of the' 

Nature and Influence of Faith. 18mo., stiff covers, 6d. 

TOWNSEND'S TABLE of SCRIPTURE 

PORTIONS for DAILY READING, by which the whole of the 
Sacred Volume may be read through in Chronological Order 
during the Year. 32 mo., stiff covers, 2d., or 12s. per 100. 

VILLAGE WALKS. By the author of " Emma 

de Lissau." Second Edition, gilt edges, 2s. 

WATTS'S PSALMS and HYMNS. A beauti- 

ful edition. 32mo., printed by Childs, bound in red sheep, Is. 
4d. ; gilt edges, 2s. ; roan, gilt edges, 2s. 6d. 

WAUGH, Life of Rev. Dr. Cloth Is. 

WAYLAND'S (Rev. Professor), MORAL DIG- 
NITY of the MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE. 18mo., stiff 
covers, Is. 

VILLAGE FACTS. 32mo. Cloth, gilt edges, Is. 
WILBERFORCE, Life of. 18mo. Cloth, Is. 
YOUNG MAN'S COMP A^IO^ m We ^ «^« 

giltedgeg, cloth boards, Is. 6d. 
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YOUNG'S (Rev. John, A.M., of Albion Chapel), 

LECTURES on the DISTINCTIVE DOCTRINES of POPERY 
and PROTESTANTISM. 8vo. Cloth boards, 10s. 





REWARDS. 




NEW SERIES OF HALFPENNY BOOKS. 


I. 


How to be Happy. 


14. Impatience. 


2. 


True Tales of Little Folks. 


15. What Children owe to their 


3. 


The Dying Jewess. 


Parents. 


4. 


The Penitent Children. 


16. Little John, the Indian Child. 


5. 


Confession of Faults. 


17. Good Advice. 


6. 


The Bees. 


18. The Orphan Twins. 


7. 


Ill Nature. 


19. Parental Love. 


8. 


The Sister's Grave. 


20. Juvenile Benevolence. 


9. 


Happy Deaths. 


21. Little James and his Sister. 


10. 


James and Charles. 


22. Child's Thought. 


11. 


Be kind to your Sister. 


23. Julia Brace. 


12. 


The Fatherless Boy. 


24. Missionary Voyage. 


13. 


The American Girls. 


(To be continued.) 




PENNY BOOKS. 




Little Catherine. 


My Mother's Gold Ring. 




John Hands. 


Lost and Found, by Mrs. Sigour- 




Important Inquiry. 


ney. 



TWO-PENNY BOOKS. 

Directions to Persons just commencing a Religious Life. 
A Sectarian Thing. 
I am afraid there is a God. 
The Orphan's Hope. By Doddridge. 
Wild Dick and Good Little Robin. 
Last Hours of William Renfree. 
Short Account of Thomas Pickard. 

Cottage Minstrel ; or Hymns for Cottagers in Domestic Worship. 
Table of Scripture Portions for Daily Reading, by Re v. Geo.Townsend. 
Packets of 30 Halfpenny, 14 Penny, 7 Two-penny, and 5 Three-penny 
Books, assorted, price Is. each packet. 

18mo. SERIES, PRICE 4d., STIFF COVERS, 

The PASTOR'S WIDOW. By the Rev. J. BEL- 

CIIER. 

The VILLAGE CONVERT. By the same Au- 

thor. 

The INFIDEL CONVERTED. Bv the same 

Author. 

m 

A short ACCOUNT ofEIAZkfc . 'tarouL- 

mended by the Rev. J. ARUNDE-L.. 
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The PHILOSOPHER'S STONE. By Mrs. CA- 

MERON. 

MESSIAH'S POWER : an Argument for Mis- 
sionary Exertion. By the Rev. W. BOLLAND, A.M., Vicar 
of Swineshead and Frampton, Lincolnshire. 

NEW SERIES OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS, 

Suitable for Tract and District Visiting Societies. 

1. The Duty of Christians to each other in the Maintenance of 

Holy Conduct. By the late Rev. A. Fuller. 12 pages, 5s. 
per hundred. 

2. The Dying Robber, and Poor Matilda. 12 pages, 5s. per hundred. 

3. Secret Prayer. 12 pages, 5s. per 100. 

4. The Sick Gardener. 8 pages, 3s. 4d. per 100. 

5. Better Try. 4 pa^es, Is. 8d. per 100. 

6. Better Not. 4 pages, Is. 8d. per 100. 

7. The Sabbath. 4 pages, Is. 8d. per 100. 

8. How shall I provide for my Family? 24 pages, 14s. per 100. 

9. The English Bible, its History and Results. 24 pages, 14s. per 100. 

To be continued. ' 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 

THE REVIVALIST. A Work which has 

been honoured with the Extensive Patronage of the Public, and 

has been happily useful in promoting the great object at which it 

aims. 

This Magazine, price Twopence, contains 36 closely-printed pages 

of Essays, Poetry, Intelligence, Recommendations of Books, &c, and 

is illustrated with Engravings. It is conducted by the Rev. J. 

Belcher, and is equally adapted for circulation among Christians 

who are desirous of usefulness, and in the Cottages of the Poor. 

The FAMILY MAGAZINE: Published Monthly, 

containing 32 pp. 8vo., printed on good paper, price 4d. Vol. 1, 
2s. 6d., vol. 2, in boards, 4s. 6d. 

Publishing every alternate month, until completed, 8vo., 2b. 6d., 

4to., 4s., 

The CONDENSED COMMENTARY and FA- 
MILY EXPOSITION of the HOLY BIBLE. Containing— 
The Text according to the received translation; with Notes, 
embodying the most valuable criticisms of Ainsworth, Patrick, 
Lowth, Whitby, Poole, Henry, Gill, Scott, Clarke, Doddridge, . 
Guyse, Macknight, Campbell, &c, &c, &c, and other criticisms 
gleaned from Leigh, Parkhurst, Home, Bloomneld, Townsend, 
Calmet, liarmer, S. Burder, and other biblical labourers; the 
whole forming a portable volume of great elegance and utility, 
with many Original Notes, and Reflections for family us><i, w«s«x 
before published. The most approved R.canlm%& ^^\»*mb- 
lieferenees wiJJ also be given, and an IiYtto&\icV\ot\. \o tt\* w«s«* 
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Chronology, Indexes, &c, so as to render the Work as complete 
as possible. 

Just Published, Price One Penny, to be continued Monthly, 

The JUVENILE PREACHER ; containing a 

Monthly Sermon to the Young. By the Rev. A. FLETCHKR, 
M.A., of Pinsbury Chapel; with other important and interesting 
matter. 

The HERALD of PEACE. Price 2d. No. I. 

New Series, to be continued. 

Just Published in 8vo., price Is., 

The MAMMON OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. 

A Discourse suggested by the Funeral of N. M. Rothschild, Esq. 
Preached at Clayland Chapel, Clapham-road, August 21, 1836. 
By the Rev. John Styles, D.D. 

Will be published on December 1st. 

INTERESTING NARRATIVES from the 

SACRED VOLUME, ILLUSTRATED AND IMPROVED. By 
JOSEPH BELCHER. Second Edition, revised, with additions. 
In one thick handsome volume. 12mo. 

DAILY THOUGHTS ON IMPORTANT 

SUBJECTS. Royal 64mo., with beautiful steel Frontispiece and 
Vignette, gilt edges, price Is. 



Wi Tyler, Printer, Uott-coutt, Y\w\-%vtw\. 
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